
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Victory, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  My faith is an obedient trust in God who has made me victorious.     
 
Introduction:  I was thirty-six years old when I flew in an airplane for the first time.  
Airplanes were certainly nothing new to me.  I grew up just a couple of blocks from an 
airport.  Planes flew over our house several times a day, and I could see them from my 
backyard as they took off.  I’ve never had any doubt that airplanes could fly.  Be that as 
it may, as I sat on the airplane getting ready for my first flight, I couldn’t help feeling a 
little nervous.  I knew nothing about that plane.  Was it in good repair?  I did not know 
the pilot.  Was he competent and trustworthy?  I tried not to think about these things.  If I 
wanted to get where I was going, I simply had to trust the pilot and the crew.  For the 
record, the flight went smoothly, and I’ve flown many times since then. 
My experience with airplanes taught me the difference between belief and faith.  It’s one 
thing to believe an airplane can fly, but it’s quite another to stake your life on that belief!  
Likewise, faith in God means more than believing the facts (James 2:19).  It means 
trusting God so firmly and completely that you’re willing to do anything He says.  Do you 
have that kind of faith? 
 

I. An explanation of faith. 
 
A. What exactly is faith? 

1. “The substance of things hoped for.”  –Other translations say, “The 
assurance of things hoped for.” 
a. In our language, the word “hope” often has an element of doubt (for 

instance, if you “hope” something is going to happen, you usually 
mean you want it to happen, but you’re not sure it will).  

b. In the New Testament, the word “hope” speaks of confident 
assurance.  We can rest assured God will keep His promises. 

2. “The evidence (or conviction) of things not seen” – Can we really 
believe in things we’ve never seen? 
a. No one ever sees the wind, but we still know it is there. 
b. No one has ever seen gravity, but we can feel its pull.   
c. God’s creation is enough evidence that He exists (Psalm 19:1-4; 

Romans 1:18-20).  We must accept His Word on faith. 
B. Why is faith important? 
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1. “For by it the elders obtained a good report” – Other translations say, 
“For by it the men of old gained approval.” 
a. The apostle Paul emphasized that no one has ever found favor with 

God by keeping the law (Galatians 3:11). 
b. Abraham and the other Old Testament heroes found favor with God 

not by their works, by their faith (Romans 4:1-3; Galatians 3:6-7). 
2. Faith is necessary in understanding God. 

a. We can never understand God in our own power, so we must 
accept His revelation of Himself by faith. 

b. Through faith, we understand that the entire universe was created 
by God, and is under His control. 

 
II. Some examples of faith. 

 
A. Abel. 

1. Why did God accept Abel’s sacrifice and reject Cain’s? 
a. The Bible does not give a specific reason, so we must avoid being 

too dogmatic on the subject. 
b. The writer of Hebrews makes one thing clear: Abel’s sacrifice was 

the result of his faith. 
2. How was Abel’s sacrifice an act of faith? 

a. He acted in obedience to God. 
b. He recognized God was worthy of such an offering. 

B. Enoch. 
1. The Bible tells us very little about him, but we do know the following: 

a. He “walked with God” (Genesis 5:22). 
b. He warned of God’s coming judgment (Jude 14-15). 
c. He was taken directly into heaven. 

2. Enoch pleased God not because of his good works, but because he 
was a man of faith. 
a. Without faith, we can never please God (v. 6). 
b. We must believe that God “is.” It’s not enough to believe in a god; 

we must believe in the true God. 
c. God “rewards” those who seek Him.  This simply means He gives 

His approval to those who want to know Him.   
C. Noah. 

1. He took God’s warning of judgment on faith. 
a. “Things not seen as yet” – Noah very likely had not even seen rain, 

let alone a flood (Genesis 2:5-6). 
b. Noah acted on his faith by building the ark. 

2. He became “an heir of the righteousness.” 
a. Noah was certainly not perfect (Genesis 9:20-21).  In spite of his 

faults, he is remembered as a righteous man.   
b. His righteousness came not from his works, but from his faith.  

 
Conclusion:  The greatest man of faith I have ever known personally is Dr. B. Gray 
Allison, the founding president of my alma mater, Mid-America Seminary.  He saw the 
seminary through some very difficult days, but he always saw God provide during those 
times of need.  His faith was so strong that it sometimes exasperated his younger 
colleagues.  One professor told us how he had reminded Dr. Allison of some expenses 
that were coming up, and the seminary didn’t have the money to pay them.  Dr. Allison 
replied, “We don’t need it.”  The professor told him they would need the money soon, 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

and Dr. Allison said, “I know, but we don’t need it yet.”  Sure enough, when it came time 
for the bills to be paid, the money was in hand! 
 
R. Kent Hughes says, “True faith is neither brainless nor a sentimental feeling.  It is a 
solid conviction resting on God’s words that makes the future present and the invisible 
seen.”3 Do we have that kind of faith in our God?  He’s a big God, and when we learn to 
trust Him, we can save ourselves a lot of headaches and heartaches!    
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