
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Victory, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  When we come to Jesus, we find hope.     
 
Introduction: One of my favorite Christian writers is the late Chuck Colson.  He served 
as Special Counsel to President Richard Nixon, and he later went to prison for his part 
in the Watergate scandal.  During the process, he came to know Jesus as his Savior.  
Do you remember how the public reacted when news of his conversion first broke?  It 
was all over the newspapers: “Colson Gets Religion.” Many believed he was putting on 
an act in hopes of getting public sympathy.  One syndicated columnist said, “If [Colson] 
isn’t embarrassed by this sudden excess of piety, then surely the Lord must be.” People 
just couldn’t believe that a ruthless, hard-driving man like Colson could have 
experienced such a dramatic change.  Nevertheless, Colson’s conversion proved to be 
genuine.  Through his work with Prison Fellowship, he became one of the most 
respected Christian leaders in the country.  
God’s love often reaches out to some very unlikely prospects.  In the eighth chapter of 
Matthew, Jesus reached out to two people whom the Jews would have regarded as 
social pariahs: a leper and a Roman centurion.  These incidents remind us that anyone 
– even the most despised members of society – can find hope in Jesus Christ. 
      

I. An unusual healing. 
 
A. A leper asked Jesus to heal him. 

1. Lepers were shunned by most people. 
a. In biblical times, “leprosy” referred to any kind of skin disease.  Some 

were more serious than others. 
b. Though most forms of leprosy were not contagious, anyone who came 

in contact with a leper was ceremonially unclean (Leviticus 13:45). 
2. Jesus “put forth his hand, and touched him.” 

a. This was clearly an act of compassion on Jesus’ part, since He could 
have healed the man without touching him.   

b. When Jesus touched him, the leper was healed. 
• What can we learn from Jesus’ compassion for lepers?  When I 

was in my first year of seminary, the AIDS epidemic was still going 
strong, and many people were fearful of catching it.  One Sunday 
my pastor preached about Jesus healing a leper, and he asked this 
question: “What kind of people would Jesus reach out to if He were 
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on earth today?  I believe it would be someone with AIDS.”  That 
was certainly food for thought.  Does our compassion reach out to 
even the outcasts of society?   

B. He instructed the leper not to tell anyone. 
1. It’s unlikely that Jesus expected to keep this miracle a secret, since “great 

multitudes” were following Him (v. 1). 
2. More likely He wanted the healed leper to focus on his duty to the law, 

which required an extensive cleansing ritual (Leviticus 4:1-32). 
 

II. An unusual request. 
 
A. A Roman centurion asked Jesus to heal his servant. 

1. A centurion commanded one hundred men.   
a. This particular centurion had been very kind to the Jews and had built 

a synagogue for them (Luke 7:4-5). 
b. In spite of the man’s kindness, many Jews likely despised him for the 

simple fact that he was a Roman soldier. 
2. The centurion clearly thought very highly of his servant. 

a. The word translated “servant” is the Greek word pais, which literally 
means “boy”.  Luke 7:2 used the word doulos (“slave”). 

b. The servant was “grievously tormented”, which suggests he was in 
great physical pain. 

B. When Jesus offered to come to the centurion’s house, he declined. 
1. He did not feel worthy to have Jesus in his house. 

a. Jews regarded Gentile homes as unclean. 
b. The centurion may have heard rumors that Jesus was the Messiah. 

2. He believed Jesus could heal with just the power of His words. 
a. As a soldier, the centurion understood authority. 

• My father was a career soldier, and he always taught his children to 
respect authority.  He once told me, “The boss isn’t always right, 
but he’s still the boss.”  On the other hand, Jesus is always right, so 
we have no excuse for not obeying Him.   

b. Evidently the centurion sensed some level of authority in Jesus. 
 

III. An unusual declaration. 
 
A. Jesus was amazed at the centurion’s great faith. 

1. He said He had not seen such great faith in all of Israel. 
a. Scribes were experts in the law, but they still doubted Him (Matt. 9:3; 

12:38-45; 16:21). 
b. Most of the Jewish religious leaders rejected Him, even though they 

had seen proof (Matt. 12:24; 21:23). 
2. Does God’s work depend on our level of faith? 

a. Sometimes God works in spite of our unbelief (Mark 9:24). 
b. We have no reason to doubt God’s explicit promises (James 1:4-5). 

B. Jesus then made a remarkable prediction. 
1. He drew a contrast between Jews and Gentiles. 

a. Many “from the east and the west” – that is, from non-Jewish nations – 
would be welcomed into God’s kingdom.   

b. Many “children of the kingdom” (Israelites) would be cast into hell. 
2. What did Jesus mean by this?   
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a. Your national or ethnic heritage will not determine where you spend 
eternity.  That depends strictly on your faith in Jesus (Eph. 2:8-9). 

b. We may be surprised at who gets into heaven and who does not. 
 

Conclusion: I mentioned Chuck Colson at the beginning of this message.  Not all of the 
reaction to his conversion was negative.  A writer in the Boston Globe remarked, “If Mr. 
Colson can repent of his sins, there just has to be hope for everybody.”  Friends, that is 
the essence of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, there is indeed hope for everybody!  Adrian 
Rogers used to say, “No one is good that he cannot be saved, and no one is so good 
that he need not be saved.”  Regardless of your ethnicity, social class, or past life, you 
can find hope and forgiveness in the Lord Jesus Christ! 
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