
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Victory, these 
sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group study 
theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
Introduction: In the late seventies, firefighters in England went on strike. Thus, the 
British army was required to take over emergency fire-fighting. One day, a squad of 
soldiers received a call from an elderly woman in London to come and rescue her cat, 
Bittsy. Poor Bittsy had gotten stuck in a tree. They arrived quickly and without much 
trouble saved Bittsy from her high perch. As they were getting ready to leave, the 
woman invited her heroes in for a victory spot of tea. Very British of her. After the tea 
break, and many fond farewells and waving of hands, the soldiers hopped on the fire 
truck. But, as they drove away, they ran over sweet little Bittsy and killed her. A victory 
gained was lost through carelessness. 
 Jesus, the greatest fire fighter of all, has gained the victory for us. Salvation 
gained is something that can never be lost. The work was completed by Jesus through 
His death and resurrection. It’s a done deal. But the personal day to day victory can still 
be lost if we don’t fight to do what’s necessary to think like Jesus and act in faith. 
 

1. Jesus gained the victory through the cross. (vs. 15) To the enemies of 
Jesus, especially the spiritual ones, the cross was supposed to be their victory. 
It’s not hard to imagine Satan and his forces watching in hideous glee as Jesus 
was nailed to the cross, and His blood drained away. Too late they realized that 
the cross was Jesus’ victory not theirs. When did they figure it out? Was it when 
Jesus gained victory over His personal feelings and gave forgiveness to His 
murderers? Was it when Jesus promised victory over death to the thief on the 
cross? Or was it when Jesus proclaimed victory for all of mankind by yelling out, 
“It is finished!”? The enemy was defeated, and a defeated enemy can’t stop a 
single thing from happening to them. 

 
a. By the cross, Jesus raided the evil spiritual world “spoiled principalities and 

powers” 
The normal practice when an enemy lay dead in the open field was to take 
from them whatever possessions they had on them. It’s known as the “spoils 
of war”. They were dead; powerless to prevent this action. The possession 
these spiritual forces had was us. No longer. Now, we belong to Jesus. 

 
b. By the cross, Jesus exposed the evil spiritual world “made a show of them 

openly” 
King Saul was given a command – kill all the Amalekites. He did, except for 
their king, Agag. Saul probably intended on parading Agag in front of all of 
Israel as a trophy. He never got the chance. When David killed Goliath, he cut 
off and held up Goliath’s head for all to see. At the end of Saul’s life, his 
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beheaded body was placed on the wall of one of the Philistine cities as a 
testimony to their superior power. The Roman government would leave rotting 
bodies of crucified criminals on the cross for days, exposed to the elements, 
to warn others of what would happen to them if they defied Rome. But the 
ultimate example of superiority was when Jesus boldly walked into the 
enemy’s camp and set their captives free exposing to the universe that the 
enemy was now powerless to stop Him. 

 
c. By the cross, Jesus defeated the evil spiritual world “triumphing over it” 

David, the ancestor of Jesus, defeated the Moabites. As a testimony to his 
power over them, he had them lie down on the ground. He then measured 
them off with a cord. Every two lengths of cord were killed, and the third was 
allowed to live. David then made whoever was left in Moab to pay tribute to 
him. They were defeated. David triumphed over those who had done so much 
harm to Israel (1 Sam. 8:2). But David’s triumph was only temporary. The 
Moabites would fight again. Jesus’ victory is permanent, never requiring 
repeating. 

 
2. Jesus made it possible for us to join Him in His victory. (vs. 10-14) 

a. He completed us (v. 10)  
Battle takes something out of you and out of the territory being fought over. 
Just because the battle is over doesn’t mean that life is easy. People who are 
oppressed for a lengthy period don’t immediately know how to live in freedom. 
Needs are created and have to be dealt with. But in Christ, all those needs 
are provided for (Phil. 4:13,19). He supplies for us both physically and 
spiritually. 
 

b. He cut us (v. 11) 
On the eighth day of his life, every male Jew was circumcised. It symbolized 
him joining in the covenant that was made between God and Abraham. 
Without it, he could not be counted as a part of the people of God.  

We learned to live a certain way while under the enemy’s control. This way 
of living is something that has to be cut away. Not from our flesh, but from our 
heart (Rom. 2;29). Jesus didn’t set us free so that we can continue to live in 
the same way we did while held captive (Rom. 6:1-12). Like a skillful surgeon 
who carefully removes cancerous tumors, Christ has removed the control of 
our sinful nature over us. Christ hasn’t just given us victory over our enemy 
but over our own sinful tendencies. 

 
c. He re-created us (v. 12-13) 

We were dead. No hope. No future. But that’s what they said about Jesus too. 
And just as Jesus defeated death by rising from the dead, now He has 
enabled us to join Him in His victory – first spiritually and one day, physically. 
He has made each of us into a new person (2 Cor. 5:17) with new desires 
and new way of thinking. Circumcision doesn’t count for anything without a 
new creation (Gal. 6:15). 
 

d. He cleared us (v. 14) 
The Accuser wants to keep reminding us and the rest of the creatures in the 
universe of all our failures – all our sins – and why we do not deserve the 
forgiveness of God. But Jesus, in an act of defiance, took the written record of 
the charges against us, nailed it to His cross, and then blotted it out with His 
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own blood. It can’t be read anymore. The only thing that can be read is the 
statement “Paid in full”! 

 
3. The victory gained by Jesus can be temporarily lost. (vs. 6-9) What a great 

eternal victory Jesus has gained for us! But victory doesn’t give us permission to 
relax. Victory has to be diligently worked for every day to be maintained 
relationally. What a shame it would be for us to negate that victory on a day to 
day basis through our own carelessness. That possibility is what Paul warns 
about. We can lose the victory… 
a. If our actions aren’t grounded in Christ (v. 6-7) 

The way that we began our relationship with Christ is the same way that we 
must live each day – by faith in Christ. That faith must be lived out in our 
actions. If our actions are not rooted in Christ, then we can be easily moved. If 
we do not grow in Christ, then we will be without the strength to be able to 
stand up against the drought that difficulties can bring into our lives. One of 
the clearest ways to be able to determine whether or not we are living by faith 
is to evaluate our level of thankfulness. For when we are thankful to Christ, 
good times and bad, then it will be clear that we will hold to Him no matter 
what. 
 

b. If our thoughts aren’t founded on Christ (v. 8-9) 
Our actions grow out of our thoughts. Paul warned about the danger of 
allowing ourselves to start to think from a human perspective. Solomon would 
describe it as “life under the sun” – living as if all that exists is the natural 
world and governing your life from that perspective. Acting as if there is no 
spiritual world and that therefore, what we do has no eternal impact at all. 
Paul says that the result of this type of thinking is that we will be “spoiled”. 
That’s the same word that he uses to describe what Jesus did to the spiritual 
forces through the cross (v. 15). Paul warns us to not freely give away what 
Jesus gained for us through the price of His priceless blood and by so doing, 
make His victory for us of none effect. 

 
Conclusion: Leon Lett played in the NFL with the Dallas Cowboys as a defensive 
tackle from 1991 to 2000. He played in three super bowls and made all-pro twice, but he 
is remembered for the greatest blunder in NFL history. It happened in Super Bowl 
XXVII. Leon recovered a Bills fumble late in the game. As he scooped up the ball and 
started his rumble to the end-zone, there were no Buffalo Bills even near him. He was 
on his way to a sure touchdown. Any touchdown for a defensive lineman is a career 
highlight...let alone a touchdown in a Super Bowl. Leon must have had great visions of 
seeing his running form all over the evening sports reports. He approached the end-
zone with such ease that he slowed down and stretched out his arms. That’s when 
everything went wrong. The fumble rumble turned into failure because the Buffalo Bills’ 
Don Beebe came racing from behind to slap the ball out of Leon’s right hand absolutely 
micro-seconds before Leon crossed the goal line. The ball bounced through the end-
zone resulting in a touchback that cost Leon his touchdown, his glory, and his moment 
of fame. Instead, he ran into the end-zone and NFL history with a moment of infamy. 
Failure. The team went on to win the game 52 to 17, but for Leon, it was his personal 
failure that fans will ever remember.  
  What will be remembered about you? Jesus has won the victory. Your salvation 
is secure. You obtained it through faith. Don’t lose the daily battle through a life of self-
reliance and bravado. 
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