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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

CONNECTION POINT: People can have joy because of what God has done.
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: The greatest joy anyone can experience is through a relationship
with Christ. The presence of hardship and critics does not alter our relationship with Christ. No
matter what, the follower of Christ belongs to Him for eternity. Consequently, hardships and
critics should not alter our joy in Christ. In fact, joy in the midst of problems is a great testimony to
Christ, the One who gives us His unsurpassable joy.

THE POINT: I can share Christ with joy no matter
my circumstances.
•    What’s the toughest thing for you to share with others?
•    When have you been encouraged by the faith and 

perseverance of someone in your life?
•    What do these verses teach us about sharing Christ?
•    What feelings normally arise when you think about sharing 

the gospel?
•   How can we help one another be bold in sharing the gospel?

Discuss the following quote: “To be a soul winner is the 
happiest thing in this world.”1—Charles Spurgeon
1. “15 Amazing Quotes About Evangelism,” Christian Quotes [online], [accessed 1 May 2016]. Available from
the Internet: http://www.christianquotes.info/top-quotes/15-amazing-quotes-evangelism/#ixzz47uT8vEA1.

.

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to take 
practical steps to take his or her faith and Live It Out in the 
Personal Study Guide.

Here are some ways you can encourage your students to live 
out their faith with Christ personally, in community, and in their 
culture:

•    CHRIST: Pray with your student that God would make clear 
his or her goals and ways to share the gospel.

•    Take time to serve in the community with your student. 
Consider serving a ministry area in your church or 
volunteering at a local food bank. 

•    CULTURE: God uses us as instruments to serve others and 
make a difference in their lives. Discuss with your student 
ways to make Christ the center of our lives and find our 
purpose in Him.

1 SAMUEL 1:1–4:1

LIVE IT OUT: Prayer is an 
important part of a Christian’s life. 
Be a model for praying for others to 
your child. Give her opportunities to 
pray for your family and for others. 
Be intentional in teaching your child 
to pray.

Hannah was very sad because she had no children. One day, she 
prayed in the tabernacle. Hannah asked God to give her a son. 
She promised she would give him to God for his whole life. 

Later, Hannah had a baby boy. She named him Samuel. When 
he was old enough, Hannah took him to Priest Eli. “This is what I 
prayed for,” she explained.

Samuel served God at the tabernacle. One night he heard a 
voice calling him. He hurried to Eli. “Here I am,” he said.

“I did not call you,” Eli said. Two more times Samuel heard his 
name called. Each time he hurried to Eli. Then Eli knew that God 
was the one calling Samuel. He told Samuel how to answer.

When Samuel heard his name again, he said, “Speak. I am 
listening.” God gave Samuel a message for Eli.

When Samuel was older, he became a prophet of God. 

1 SAMUEL 1 

LIVE IT OUT: Involve your 
preschooler in a family prayer time. 
Ask him to contribute to prayer 
requests. Guide him to name 
people for whom he can pray. Lead 
your child to voice a prayer for those 
people.

Hannah was very sad. She wanted a child very much. 
Hannah and her husband, Elkanah, had gone to the tabernacle 

at Shiloh. Hannah prayed and cried as she asked God for a son. 
She promised that if God gave her a son she would give him to 
God all his life. 

The priest, Eli, saw Hannah praying and asked why she was 
crying. She told Eli that she was praying to God for a child. Eli 
responded, “May God give you what you prayed for.”

Hannah left, hoping and believing God had heard her. Later 
she gave birth to a son and named him Samuel.

When Samuel was older, she took him to the tabernacle. She 
brought him to Eli and said, “Here is the son that I prayed for, and 
I am giving him to God.”

Samuel lived at the tabernacle and helped Eli, the priest. 

PHILIPPIANS 1:12-21
Share with Joy


