
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Thrive: Living in 
Real Joy” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the 
small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction: “I slept and dreamt that life was joy. I awoke and saw that life was 
service. I acted and behold, service was joy.” - Rabindranath Tagore Though John the 
Baptist and the author of this poem were separated by a couple of millennia and by 
theological beliefs, they shared a philosophy of life. Life was meant for service…service 
to God and to people. Service that flows not out of obligation or duty but out of joy. 
Though the majority of people acts as if joy comes from being the recipient of service, 
there are some that recognize that the greatest joy comes not by being served, but by 
serving. That requires humility…putting the needs of others ahead of your own…treating 
them as if they are the most important person in the world. John knew something about 
humbly serving and the joy that it produces. 

1. We find joy when we humbly proclaim that all we have has been given to 
us. “given him from heaven” (vs.27)  

 
In the question that they posed to John, his disciples showed that they had a 
misunderstanding. They thought that the disciples that had left John behind had 
belonged to him – that he had earned them in some way and that their allegiance 
was something that had been stolen from him. John knew differently. He 
recognized that these disciples were a gift from God. He hadn’t earned them; and 
losing them wasn’t something that he feared. He didn’t need to hold on to them 
with everything that he had. Since they had been given by God, they could easily 
be recalled or given to someone else at any time. They were not the source of his 
joy. He had a loose grip on them, not a vise grip as if losing them was going to 
destroy him. 

 
2. We find joy when we humbly accept who we are and our role here on earth. 

“not the Christ…sent” (vs.28) 
 

Position brings privilege, power and prominence. Position is something that is 
desired by most people. John was not most people. His great desire wasn’t 
position but service. He had a mission that had been known since his birth. He 
was not the Messiah but was to prepare the way for the Messiah. Fulfilling that 
mission even though it carried with it a secondary role – a servant role – became 
the driving force of his life. It was only though service that he could accomplish 
what he had been placed here to do. 
 

3. We find joy when we humbly place the joy of others ahead of our own. “my 
joy fulfilled” (vs.29) 

 
John used an illustration that both people of his day and ours can understand. 
The job of the best man is to focus attention on the groom and do everything he 
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can to make sure that nothing prevents the wedding from happening. He is not 
there for himself. His one goal is to see a smile on his friend’s face. When that 
happens, he has been successful, and so he has joy. The joy didn’t come from 
his own benefit but from the benefit of someone he loved. What parent doesn’t 
understand this dynamic? When dad sees his daughter proudly accept the 
scholarship to the school that is in another state, he rejoices even though he 
knows it means that she will be moving away. His joy is found not in his own 
pleasure but in the pleasure of the one he loves. What if we all treated one 
another this way and put their joy above our own and by so doing increased 
theirs and ours when life worked out well for them? 

 
4. We find joy when we humbly recognize that we have a limited perspective. 

“earthly…from heaven” (vs.31) 
 

Life had taken a negative turn for John. His popularity had diminished. He had 
made enemies, and those enemies were being emboldened as the crowds 
dwindled. John had plenty of reasons to become discouraged, even depressed. 
His disciples were. But John chose to see life from a different viewpoint and to 
not allow his present circumstances to be the source of or hindrance to his joy. 
He knew that there was an earthly perspective that is very limited and a heavenly 
perspective that sees into eternity. His present circumstances looked grim, but 
his heavenly future was bright. 

 
5. We find joy when we humbly exalt Jesus to His proper place. “above 

all…Father loveth the Son” (vs. 34-36) 
 
John had one mission: to get people to look at Jesus, to prepare people for the 
coming Messiah. So in every statement and in every action, he put Jesus far 
ahead and above him. He said of himself that he was not even worthy to untie 
the sandals of Jesus. He said of Jesus that He must increase, that He was above 
all. Joy comes not from being at the top, but from having everything in its proper 
place. Jesus’ proper place is at the top. We were made to worship God, to bow 
before Him in humility recognizing His worth and beauty. It is our highest 
purpose. To do anything other than this will only create frustration and sorrow. 

Conclusion: The Huffington Post ran an article on the joy of service. In that article, the 
author suggested that you can test whether or not service brings joy or what he called 
“the joy response”. Step 1: Evaluate the feelings you are experiencing right now. Are 
you happy, sad, bored or excited? Step 2: Serve someone. Step 3: Evaluate your 
feelings after your act of service to see if your mood has changed.  Are you feeling joy? 
Are you smiling? John didn’t need to take this test. Though he lived a difficult life, he 
knew by experience that joy was found in serving Christ not in being served by Him.  
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