
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Thrive: Living 
in Real Joy, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point: I can share Christ with joy no matter what. 
 
Introduction:  Not long ago America mourned the death of one of its all-time great 
boxing champions, Muhammad Ali.  I was in the second grade when he made his 
famous comeback, so he was in the news quite a bit.  He was well-known not only for 
his skill as a fighter, but also for his braggadocio and his belittling of opponents.  As a 
result, most people either loved him or hated him.  Many years later I learned that Ali’s 
arrogance was all part of the act.  When he was young, he had received some advice 
from the famous wrestler, “Gorgeous George” Wagner:  “A lot of people will pay to see 
someone shut your mouth. So keep on bragging, keep on sassing and always be 
outrageous." Ali’s obnoxious behavior did not endear him to some people, but it did 
give a great deal of publicity to his boxing matches. 
Unlike Muhammad Ali, the apostle Paul was not one to arouse controversy simply to 
draw attention to himself.  Nevertheless, controversy did sometimes work in his favor.  
As he made his way toward Rome, his reputation evidently preceded him, and people 
came to greet him (Acts 28:13-15).  When he arrived in Rome, he met with leaders of 
the local synagogue, and they wanted to know more about the gospel (Acts 28:21-22).  
During his stay in Rome, his reputation evidently spread, and more people came to visit 
him (Acts 28:30-31).  A lesser man might have mourned his circumstances, or 
complained about the unfairness of the Roman judicial system.  Paul, however, took 
advantage of the situation and told his visitors about Jesus. 
 

I. Share Christ in spite of your difficult conditions. 
 
A. Paul was in prison when he wrote this letter. 

1. Most likely, this was during his Roman imprisonment. 
a. He had been arrested in Jerusalem on false charges (Acts 21-23). 
b. He was imprisoned for two years in Caesarea, largely because of 

a corrupt governor (Acts 24:24-27). 
c. He was now awaiting trial before Caesar Nero. 

2. Paul knew life in this world is not always fair. 
a. He was accused of crimes he did not commit. 
b. He was shipwrecked on his way to Rome. 
c. He was currently under house arrest (Acts 28:30-31). 

B. God had used his imprisonment for good. 
1. He had led many people to faith in Christ. 
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a. The word translated “palace” in verse 13 is the Greek word 
praitorion.  It can refer to the elite praetorian guard or to the 
headquarters where they stayed. 

b. Paul concluded his letter with greeting from “Caesar’s household”, 
which suggests he had led some of the emperor’s own servants to 
faith in Christ. 

2. His work inspired new zeal among the Christians in Rome. 
a. Evidently they had been timid about sharing their faith in Christ, 

but Paul’s example gave them new boldness. 
b. John Phillips says, “Enthusiasm begets enthusiasm, and zeal 

begets zeal.” 
3. Christians can share Christ even in the most difficult of times. 

a. Christianity has always thrived in times of persecution. 
b. Only Christ can meet people’s deepest needs. 

• Russell Moore, the head of the SBC Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission, notes that the homosexual lobby and 
other groups are making promises that they can never keep.  
The church needs to be ready to minister to the spiritual 
casualties that they leave behind.   

 
II. Share Christ in spite of your diverse concerns. 

 
A. Paul noted that some were preaching the gospel with impure motives. 

1. Some believe he was referring to Judaizers, but that is unlikely. 
a. The Judaizers preached a false gospel, and Paul had no tolerance 

for that (Gal. 1:6-9). 
b. He later warned the Philippians about “enemies of the cross of 

Christ” (Phil. 3:17-19). 
2. Paul said they preached Christ “of envy and strife”. 

a. They may have been proclaiming Christ in an attempt to exalt 
themselves at Paul’s expense. 

b. Others have suggested that, since Paul was in prison for 
preaching Christ, his antagonists also preached Christ in hopes of 
getting Paul in more trouble. 

B. Regardless of people’s motives, the gospel was still being proclaimed, 
and thus Paul had reason to rejoice. 
1. When your supreme desire is the glory of Christ, you have little time to 

worry about your own reputation (John 3:30). 
2. If other churches are preaching the Word of God and winning people 

to Christ, we have no reason to be jealous of them. 
 

III. Share Christ in spite of your doubtful conjectures. 
 
A. Paul was confident that things would work in his favor. 

1. The case against him was not strong. 
a. Festus had not been impressed (Acts 25:14-21). 
b. The Jews in Rome had not been informed of anything he had done 

against the law (Acts 28:21-22). 
2. He knew God was still in control.  

a. The people in Philippi and other cities were praying for him. 
b. Paul believed he would not be “ashamed” (Rom. 10:11). 
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• The word “ashamed” can also be translated “put to shame”.  
Paul was firmly convinced he would be vindicated when he 
stood trial before Caesar. 

B. If things did not end well, Paul was unafraid to die. 
1. Jesus would be exalted whether he lived or died. 
2. He had a better home waiting for him.  

 
Conclusion:  When I was a college student, one of the popular baseball players was 
Dave Dravecky.  He was a left-handed pitcher for the San Diego Padres, and then later 
for the San Francisco Giants.  In 1988 he was diagnosed with cancer, and a he had a 
sizeable tumor removed from his left arm.  He was later able to return to pitching, but 
then he broke his arm and was forced to retire for good.  Sometime later the cancer 
returned, and in 1991 his left arm and shoulder were amputated.  He wrote a book 
about his experiences called When You Can’t Come Back, and he told of the time he 
was interviewed by Barbara Walters.  She knew he was a Christian, so she asked him 
the inevitable question, “Why does God make you suffer?”  He paused for a moment, 
and then he finally admitted, “That’s a very good question.”   
I don’t claim to know the answer to that question.  I do know this: we live in a fallen 
world.  As long as we are in this world, life is not always going to be fair.  However, 
when you remain faithful and joyful in the midst of suffering, God can use you to 
communicate His message of love and grace to others.  No matter where God has 
placed you, and no matter what your circumstances, joyfully tell others the good news 
of Jesus Christ.  He is this world’s only hope for the future.   
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