
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Spoken: The 
Rhythm of God’s Word these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit.  
Introduction: C.S. Lewis once shared a great illustration to capture the magnitude of 
what Jesus did by becoming a man for us:  

Lying at your feet is your dog. Imagine, for the moment, that your dog and every dog 
is in deep distress. Some of us love dogs very much. If it would help all the dogs in 
the world to become like men, would you be willing to become a dog? Would you put 
down your human nature, leave your loved ones, your job, hobbies, your art and 
literature and music, and choose instead of the intimate communion with your 
beloved, the poor substitute of looking into the beloved's face and wagging your tail, 
unable to smile or speak? Christ by becoming man limited the thing which to Him 
was the most precious thing in the world; His unhampered, unhindered communion 
with the Father. 

What Christ has done in the Incarnation is breathtaking. Through this act God has 
accomplished what humanity needed. We needed to see the Word, to see the perfect 
mixture of grace and truth. 

1. The World Needed to See the Word 
One of the reasons why Jesus did this was so that the Word would be more than just 
something we read about. In John 1 we see that the Word actually became flesh and 
lived among us. He did this in part so that we could have an accurate representation of 
who God is.  
In John 1:14 we see that the Word was made flesh and pitched His tent among us. The 
eternal Word of God took on human form. In doing this He made clear for us that the 
Word of God is more than just words on a page of paper—He is living and breathing 
and eternal. As D.A. Carson has said,  

“This is the supreme revelation…Even the revelation of antecedent Scripture cannot 
match this revelation…The Word, God’s very Self-expression, who was both with 
God and who was God, became flesh: He donned our humanity, save only our sin.”1 

What this means is that if you want a great commentary on God’s Word look no further 
than Jesus Christ. He is God made flesh. He is God’s Word breathing and living and in 
person.  

2. The World Needed to See Grace and Truth 
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Martin Luther once said, “human nature is like a drunkard trying to ride a horse. He gets 
on and falls off on the left side. He resolves not to make that mistake again, so he 
remounts, careful to avoid falling off on the left, and promptly falls off on the right.” 
Apart from the revelation of Christ we will always misunderstand grace and truth. We’ll 
engage in graceless-truth or truthless-grace. But in Jesus Christ both meet perfectly and 
fully. 
 
Truthless-grace is what Dietrich Bonhoeffer called cheap grace.  

 
Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching of 
forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, 
Communion without confession...Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace 
without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.2 

Jesus shows us grace that is grounded in truth. It isn’t God lowering the bar of his 
holiness so that he can accept us. It is about God, in His own person, meeting the 
demands of His holiness. This is what John means when he says that Jesus was full of 
grace. To know Jesus is to know that God is a God of grace.  
Graceless-truth is just as easy for believers to fall into. Like a pendulum the church 
tends to swing from one polar to another. Both are equally deadly. Graceless-truth will 
leave us miserable counselors like Job’s friends. We might have good and true theology 
but we will wrongly apply it and find ourselves just as rebuked by God as those who 
hold onto aberrant teaching.  
In Jesus grace and truth perfectly meet.  
Conclusion:  
The story of the incarnation of Christ is a wonderful mystery. God became man. It is 
difficult to comprehend how Jesus can be both fully God and fully man. In the same way 
it is difficult for us to grasp how one person can be both full of grace and full of truth. We 
aren’t very good at striking that balance. But Jesus perfectly did. And He perfectly 
displayed the wonder of the Godhead as He lived His sinless life. We see this beautiful 
mixture not only at the manger scene but also at Gethsemane. What held Jesus upon 
that Cross? Was it grace? Yes. Was it truth? Yes. It was both. The truth of God had to 
be upheld. His holiness had to be honored, His wrath poured out, the penalty put upon 
the head of Jesus. But God is also full of grace. And so Jesus was the beloved Son 
whom God the Father sent in order to die for sinful and rebellious humanity. Grace in 
full. Truth in full.   
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