
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Unvarnished 
Truth: Life’s Greatest Story these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit. Jesus’ Kingdom is here. We have only three options: pit our kingdom against 
His, try to add His kingdom to our own, or replace our kingdom with His. Not responding 
is not an option. 
Introduction:  
I’ve always thought it would be interesting to interview someone who has just read the 
entire Bible for the first time. I imagine them reading through the whole thing in one 
sitting. I’m convinced that if they were even half decent readers they would pick up on 
the narrative of promise. As early as Genesis 3 a promise was made that a deliverer is 
coming. 
I wonder how many of the Bible characters would have been potential rescuers in the 
mind of this first reader. As each character of the Scriptures was introduced he’d 
wonder, “Is this the one?” Maybe it would be Seth. Maybe it’d be Noah. Abraham. 
Joseph. Moses. David.  
Time and time again these heroes would emerge. Maybe this is the one who will usher 
in the kingdom of God. Maybe this is the one who will make all things right. Maybe this 
is the one who will restore our fortunes. Maybe this is it. And time after time after time 
each one disappointed.  
Until finally one came on the scene eating locusts and wild honey. Maybe he is the one. 
But he himself, said that he wasn’t and there was one coming after him whose sandals 
he was not worthy to even swoop down and tie. And then John gets arrested…will the 
deliverer come?  
Finally, in Mark 1:14-15 he would read that the deliverer has come. The time is fulfilled. 
It’s here. The long awaited Messiah has come. The kingdom of God is at hand. This 
glorious message of the kingdom and her king demands a response. There are really 
only three ways to respond to the kingdom.  

1. We can pit our kingdom against His  
 
This was the route of the Pharisees and other religious leaders. King Jesus called 
everyone to repent and believe the gospel and therein find freedom and rescue. Yet the 
religious leaders of the day said, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 
enslaved to anyone…” (John 8:33). In their minds they did not need the kingdom of 
Jesus—they had happily set up their own. And when Jesus’ kingdom began making 
demands upon them they sought to have him killed. 
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It’s easy to make the Pharisees and other religious leaders the bad guys in the story 
and identify ourselves with team Jesus. But the Bible tells us that by nature we will pit 
our kingdom against His. We want to rule and reign.  
 
But, pitting your kingdom against His will never do. We see the terrible fate of those who 
refuse to bow a knee to the great King. He’s a loving and benevolent king. But He can’t 
allow traitors and enemies into His forever kingdom. This is why we read what we do in 
Revelation 21:8.  
 

2. We can try to add His kingdom to ours 
 
Others tried to add Jesus’ kingdom to their own. We read of these in Luke 9:57-62. 
They said they wanted to follow Jesus but what they really meant was that they wanted 
to add Jesus’ kingdom to their own. They weren’t willing to forsake their own kingdom. 
They wanted both.  
When Jesus called the first disciples He called them away from their fishing boats. They 
had to leave their nets behind. Dietrich Bonhoeffer is correct, “When Jesus calls a man 
He bids him come and die”. We cannot keep our kingdom and have His as well. 

3. We can allow His kingdom to replace ours 
 
In Mark 1:14-15 Jesus tells us the only fitting response to His kingdom; namely to 
repent and believe the gospel. But what does He mean by “believe the gospel”? He 
means believe the good news that God’s kingdom is here and place your faith and trust 
in Jesus as the King of the kingdom. When He says repent and believe He is saying 
turn away from your kingdom and replace it with the kingdom of Jesus.  
We see this accurately pictured in the disciples response to the call of Jesus. They left 
their nets and followed him. They left their father and the family business. Jesus’ 
kingdom now replaced theirs—this is why Peter would say a while later, “See we have 
left everything…” 
This means that we are no longer trusting in our own righteousness. We are no longer 
living for our own kingdom but we are now living for His. This is the only fitting response 
to the King.  
Conclusion:  
We live in a day when many can still get away with calling ourselves Christians and not 
facing the sword. We can live cozy Christian lives and trick ourselves into thinking we’ve 
gotten away with having our kingdom and the kingdom of Jesus as well. David Platt is 
so often used by God to jolt us out of this way of thinking. He shares these challenging 
words:   

We can rest content in casual, convenient, cozy, comfortable Christian lives as 
we cling to the safety and security this world offers. We can coast through a 
cultural landscape marked by materialism, characterized by consumerism, and 
engulfed in individualism. We can assent to the spirit of this age and choose to 
spend our lives seeking worldly pleasures, acquiring worldly possessions, and 
pursuing worldly ambitions — all under the banner of cultural Christianity. 
Or we can decide that Jesus is worth more than this. We can recognize that he 
has created us, saved us, and called us for a much greater purpose than 
anything this world could ever offer us. We can die to ourselves, our hopes, our 
dreams, our ambitions, our priorities, and our plans. We can do all of this 
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because we believe that the person and the plan of Christ bring reward that 
makes any risk more than worth it. 

The only fitting response to the King is absolute repentance and dedication. We must 
trust Him above all others. We must surrender our kingdom to His.  
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