
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Unvarnished 
Truth: Life’s Greatest Story these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
Introduction: When my daughter was in the first grade, she had a musical program at 
school before Christmas break. I was to videotape the program. I had my camera out of 
the bag, lens cap off, battery juiced up, hand and arm exercises performed. I was ready. 
I was willing to do whatever it took to see my daughter. Nothing was going to get in my 
way from me seeing my child.  
 
God feels the same way.  
 
God is ready to see His own. But there is a problem: He is separated from His children. 
He, too, will do whatever is necessary to get them in the picture with Him. Yet His desire 
leaves ours in the dust. Forget cameras and front row seats; we’re talking about 
incarnation and sacrifice. Forget an early arrival at a gym; how about an arrival in a 
manger. I went from my house to the school, a few blocks away. He went from a 
heavenly throne room to a baby born in Bethlehem.  
 
Why? He knows His children are without their Father. And He knows we are powerless 
to get in the picture with Him without His help. We have a problem.  
 

1. The shortfall of humanity is sin (vv.9-12). 
What separates us from God is sin. We aren’t strong enough to remove it, and we aren’t good 
enough to erase it. For all of our differences, there is one problem we all share. We are 
separated from God.  
 
Notice, what Paul says of us: “There’s nobody living right, not even one, nobody who knows the 
score, nobody alert for God. They’ve all taken the wrong turn; they’ve all wandered down blind 
alleys. No one’s living right; I can’t find a single one” (Rom. 3:10-11 The Message).  
 
Every person on God’s green earth has blown it. Our view of God is obstructed. The pleasure-
centered can’t see God for their fun-filled escapes from reality blur their vision. The work-
centered can’t see God because their incessant activities block their vision. The money-
centered can’t see God because their endless number of toys cloud their vision. The law-
centered can’t see God for their many rules and regulations distort their vision. The knowledge-
centered can’t see God because their intellectual pursuits blind their vision.  
 
This is the great shortfall of humanity. We’re a long way from our Heavenly Father and can’t see 
Him for the sin blocking our view.  
 

2. The condition of humanity is death (vv. 19-20). 
The impending result is that sin infects the entire person, from eyes to feet. From heart to head. 
From hand to mouth. And its infection is fatal. Deadly. “The whole world may become subject to 
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God judgment” (v. 19). No one will be justified. The end result is spiritual and eternal death.   
 
Sin is a fatal disease. Sin has sentenced us to a slow, painful death.  
 
Sin does to a life what shears do to a flower. A cut at the stem separates a flower from the 
source of life. Initially the flower is attractive, still colorful and strong. But watch that flower over 
a period of time, and the leaves will wilt and the petals will drop. No matter what you do, the 
flower will never live again. Surround it with water. Stick the stem in soil. Baptize it with fertilizer. 
Glue the flower back on the stem. Do what you wish. The flower is dead.  

 
3. The occupation of humanity is cover up. 

Yet we try to cover up our shortfall, our problem. We attempt to deny our death.  
 
An old television show called The Pretender depicted a young man with a genius IQ that 
finds himself in various occupations and roles functioning as one who has all the 
education and skill as one who has spent a lifetime in that particular role. But he is fake, 
a phony. He pretends to be something that he is not.  
 
Are we any different? We paint on a smile and tell jokes to cover up the sadness and 
hurt. We live life in the fast lane hoping to remove the guilt of a troubled past. We 
counterfeit a lifestyle that seems all together but the foundation of our existence is 
crumbling. We masquerade life when we are dead.  
 
A dead flower has no life. A dead body has no life. A dead soul has no life.  
 
Try as we might we can’t change those facts. Cut off from God, the soul withers and 
dies. The consequences of sin are not a bad day or a bad mood but a dead soul.  
 

4. The windfall of humanity is Jesus Christ (vv. 21-22). 
Upon seeing the problem, can’t we see the solution? The solution is not more religion; 
man-made rituals and doctrines may seem to reattach the flower to the stem but they 
can’t. We don’t need more religion; we need a miracle. We don’t need someone to 
disguise the dead; we need someone to raise the dead.  
 
That someone is introduced: “That is, God’s righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ, 
to all who believe, since there is no distinction” (Rom. 3:22). Up to this point in his letter, 
Paul painted a foul picture of sin’s fatality and consequences. It appears that the road to 
life is strewn with potholes of human wreckage. It appears barricaded, a dead end, with 
no way out. “But now” Romans 3:21 begins. A new thought is introduced, usually in 
marked contrast to what has gone before.  
 
What appears as a dead end, a separation, a cul-de-sac is an optical illusion, a mirage.  
Paul says, “But now, apart from the law, God’s righteousness has been revealed—
attested by the Law and the Prophets” (Rom. 3:21). The way out of our sinful condition 
is through Jesus. If the shortfall of humanity is sin; the windfall for humanity is Jesus 
Christ. We don’t need someone to fix us up; we need someone to raise us up. We are 
the corpse, and He is the corpse-caller. We are the dead, and He is the dead-raiser. 
 

5. The task of humanity is to admission (v. 23). 
So what must we do? Admit that we “have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (v. 
23). The task of humanity is not to get up (we can’t), but to admit that we are dead. Not 
to raise ourselves from the dead (we can’t), but to receive the one who specializes in 
resurrections. Not to camouflage our corpse (we can’t), but to call on Christ to save us.  
 

Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer. 


