
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Unstoppable 
Gospel, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  We intersect daily with people who need Christ. 
Introduction: When I was in seminary, I was involved in a street witnessing ministry at 
Mid-America Mall.  If you’re familiar with Memphis, you know Mid-America Mall is a big 
square in the downtown area.  We students would go to the bus stop there and talk to 
people about Jesus.  On one of my first trips there, I noticed a young man sitting off to 
one side.  He was a very tough-looking fellow with dark glasses and a brightly colored 
jacket. I was rather hesitant to talk to him.  I talked to a few other people, but I didn’t get 
anywhere with them, and I noticed the young man had been watching me.  I finally 
worked up my courage and started up a conversation with him.  To my surprise, he was 
very friendly and receptive.  One thing led to another, and to make a long story short, he 
prayed to receive Christ. 
I’ve thought about that incident many times since then.  It’s a trite statement, but you 
can’t always judge a book by its cover.  How many times do we pass up opportunities to 
tell people about Jesus because of our fears or personal prejudices?  In the third 
chapter of Acts, Peter and John were presented with a unique opportunity.  A lame 
beggar asked them for money, but instead they healed him and enabled him to walk 
again.  The resulting commotion drew a large crowd and, to Peter’s credit, he took 
advantage of the opportunity and told them about Jesus.  
 

I. A destitute beggar. 
 
A. Peter and John went to the temple on a routine errand. 

1. It was “the hour of prayer”.  Jews had certain times of day that were 
designated for prayer, and they often gathered at the temple. 

2. It was “the ninth hour” – that is, about three in the afternoon.  This was 
also the time for the evening sacrifice. 

B. They encountered a lame beggar. 
1. Such beggars were not uncommon in the temple court. 

a. Jews were expected to give alms to the poor. 
b. There were large crowds present for the evening sacrifice. 
c. Since he was lame, he would not have been allowed inside the 

main temple building (Lev. 21:16-20). 
2. He was at the gate “which is called Beautiful”. 

a. This gate was likely at the east end of the temple. 
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b. According to Josephus it was made of Corinthian brass and “greatly 
excelled” the other temple gates (Wars, 5.5.3). 

 
II. A definite miracle. 

 
A. Peter’s words to the beggar: 

1. “Silver and gold have I none” – This does not necessarily mean Peter 
and John were broke, but they had something better to offer him. 
a. Christians are commanded to help the needy (1 John 3:17-18). 
b. Sometimes it’s necessary to meet a person’s physical needs before 

he/she will listen to your witness (James 2:15-17). 
2. “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth” – Peter was quick to give the 

glory to whom it belonged. 
B. The beggar’s response: 

1. His feet and ankles immediately received strength. 
a. This was clearly not the apostles’ first miracle after Jesus returned 

to heaven (2:43), but it was the first that caught the attention of the 
Jewish religious leaders. 

b. Scholars disagree on how much time had passed since Pentecost.  
Some believe it was several months. 

2. He went with Peter and John into the main temple. 
a. Now that he was whole, he was allowed inside (Lev. 21:16-20). 
b. He not only walked, but “leaped”.  The word translated “leaping” in 

verse eight speaks of quick movement, proving that the man was 
indeed healed. 

c. Like Peter, he gave the glory to God. 
• Does God heal people today?  We have to be balanced in how 

we approach that issue.  Adrian Rogers told of a conversation 
he had with a well-known preacher.  Dr. Rogers said to him, 
“When you stand in your pulpit and say it’s always God’s will to 
heal, that’s not only wrong, it’s one of the cruelest things you 
can say to a person.”  He was right.  God does heal, but healing 
is not always part of His plan.  Furthermore, since we live in a 
fallen world, any healing we experience in this life will be 
temporary.   
 

III. A decisive opportunity. 
 
A. People saw the man walking in the temple. 

1. He was no stranger to them. 
a. They had seen him begging at the temple for a long time. 
b. Some had probably given him alms that very day. 

2. They could not deny he had been healed. 
a. A healthy man can pretend to be lame, but a lame man cannot 

pretend to walk. 
b. They knew a miracle had taken place.   

B. Peter took the opportunity to tell the crowd about Jesus.  
1. He took the lame man and the crowd to Solomon’s porch. 

a. The crowd followed because they wanted to know more. 
b. Solomon’s porch was in the outer part of the temple, so Peter could 

not be accused of causing a disturbance. 
2. He preached to the crowd about Jesus. 
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a. He emphasized Jesus’ death and resurrection (vv. 13-15). 
b. He called on them to repent (v. 19).  

• People often use Acts 2:38 as a proof text for baptismal 
regeneration.  Yet Peter made no mention of baptism in this 
sermon or in his sermon to the Sanhedrin (4:8-12).  If baptism is 
essential for salvation, why didn’t Peter mention it every time he 
preached? 

 
 
Conclusion:  Several years ago, before I married Celia, I was vacationing in Oklahoma.  
As I crossed over the state line from Missouri into Oklahoma, I noticed my truck was low 
on gas.  I came to an exit, but there was a lot of construction there, so I decided to wait 
until the next exit.  Almost immediately after I passed that exit, I saw a sign that said the 
next exit was more than 20 miles away!  I was on the Will Rogers Turnpike, so there 
was no way to turn around.  I drove on to the next exit and hoped my gas would hold 
out.  I was about two miles from the exit when I ran out.  Thankfully, a stranger gave me 
a ride into town, and then a man at the gas station agreed to give me a ride back to my 
truck, which was still out on the turnpike. 
As we traveled back to my truck, the man asked me where I lived.  I lived in Missouri at 
the time, and told him as much.  He then asked what I did, and I said, “I’m a Baptist 
preacher.”  He got quiet for a minute, and then he began to tell me how he tried to live a 
good life and do what was right.  I said, “That’s good, but the Bible says it’s not enough.  
It says all of us have sinned.”  I explained to him how Jesus gave His life on the cross 
and offered forgiveness to all who trust Him as Lord and Savior.  It would make a great 
story if I could say the man prayed to receive Christ.  That didn’t happen, but I did at 
least get to share the gospel with him. 
We need to take advantage of every opportunity we get to share the gospel.  Not all will 
accept the message, but some will.  Even if they don’t accept Christ on the spot, God 
can still use your witness to bring them to Christ at a later time.  One thing is certain: 
people won’t know the way of salvation if we don’t tell them (Romans 10:14). 
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