
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Unstoppable 
Gospel, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Loving people is a powerful expression of loving God. 
 
Introduction: I remember seeing a “Peanuts” comic strip in which Peppermint Patty 
asked Charlie Brown to explain love to her.  Charlie Brown replied that no one can really 
explain love, but Peppermint Patty asked him to give it a try.  Charlie Brown said, 
“Suppose I’m outside in my yard and this cute little girl walks by….”  Peppermint Patty 
interrupted, “Why does it have to be a cute girl?  Can’t you love a girl that has freckles 
and a big nose?  Explain that, Chuck!”  Charlie Brown was obviously a bit rattled, but he 
said, “Okay, suppose a girl walks by that has a great big nose and….”  Peppermint 
Patty interrupted him again: “I didn’t say a great big nose, Chuck!”  After she left, Charlie 
Brown said, “Not only can you not explain love, you can’t even talk about it!” 
Love is indeed difficult to define or explain.  In fact, most people in today’s society 
equate love with romance or sex or some kind of emotion.  True love goes much deeper 
than that.  It also takes many forms; the love between a man and a woman is just one 
variety of love.  As followers of Jesus, we are commanded to love one another.  What 
exactly does that mean?  The second chapter of Acts sheds some light on that 
question.  What kind of love did the early Christians have for each other? 
  

I. A principled love. 
 
A. It grew out of their devotion to Christ. 

1. They were baptized. 
a. While baptism does not save, it is an important symbol of what 

Christ has done for us. 
b. They were baptized because they “gladly received” Peter’s 

message about Jesus.  It was an act of obedience to Jesus. 
2. The “wonders and signs” of the apostles brought “fear” on them. 

a. Most likely “wonders and signs” refers to miracles of healing. 
b. We should love Christ, but we should also fear Him. 

• Fear is not always a bad thing.  For instance, suppose you’re 
driving along the road, and you happen to see a policeman or 
highway patrol?  What do you do?  The first thing I do is check 
my speedometer and make sure I’m driving the speed limit. 
Why?  Because I have a healthy fear of getting a ticket!  That 
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kind of fear is healthy.  Christ is our Lord who will someday call 
us to account, so we should have a healthy fear of Him.   

B. It was based on the teachings of Christ. 
1. They “continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine”. 

a. The “apostles’ doctrine” no doubt included the teachings of Christ 
and His fulfillment of the Old Testament.  

b. “Fellowship” – This suggests that they met regularly and enjoyed 
one another’s company (Hebrews 10:24-25). 

c. “Breaking of bread” – Most likely this refers to the Lord’s Supper. 
2. Why is doctrine important?  (1 Cor. 13:5-6) 

a. Love “rejoiceth in the truth”.  Doctrine enables us to separate the 
truth from falsehood. 

b. Love “thinketh no evil” and “rejoiceth not in iniquity”.  Doctrine helps 
us know the difference between good and evil. 
 

II. A practical love. 
 
A. They shared their possessions with one another. 

1. “They had all things common” – Contrary to what some will tell you, 
this is not an indictment of private property or free enterprise. 
a. Peter later rebuked Ananias and Saphira – not because they 

owned property or even because they kept back part of the profits – 
but because they lied about it (Acts 5:4) 

b. Lydia was likely a wealthy woman (Acts 16:14-15). 
2. They did it because there was a need. 

a. These early believers were Jews, and were likely disinherited after 
they became followers of Christ. 

b. We are not to subsidize laziness (2 Thess. 3:9-11), but we should 
help those with legitimate needs. 

B. Why is it important for Christians to help with material needs? 
1. Jesus commanded it (Matthew 25:31-46). 
2. Christian love demands it (1 John 3:17-18). 

 
III. A purposeful love. 

 
A. They continued to meet regularly. 
B. Their love spread to others in the community. 

1. They had “favor with all the people”.  How do we reconcile this 
statement with Jesus’ prediction in John 15:19, that the world would 
hate His disciples? 
a. The disciples conducted themselves in an exemplary manner, and 

this gained the respect of the people. 
b. If people hate you, make sure they hate you for the right reason.  

Not all persecution brings glory to God (1 Peter 4:15-16). 
2. The church continued to grow. 

 
Conclusion:  Several years ago I listened to Ravi Zacharias on the radio.  He told a 
story from his seminary days.  He said one day his professor was lecturing about love, 
and he said, “Love is hard work.”  The professor asked if there were any questions, and 
Zacharias raised one.  He took issue with the professor’s statement about love.  He 
noted that God gave us the capacity for love, and it’s a fruit of the Spirit.  If that’s the 
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case, how can love be hard work?  The professor looked at him and said, “Zacharias, 
are you married?”  Zacharias said he was not.  The professor said, “Then sit down and 
shut up.  You don’t know what you’re talking about.”   
Ravi Zacharias said he did get married a year later, and he soon learned that the 
professor was correct: love is hard work!  That’s true not only in marriage, but also in 
the body of Christ.  Churches are made up of imperfect people.  Sometimes we get on 
one another’s nerves.  Sometimes we slip up and do things we shouldn’t.  Be that as it 
may, we are commanded to love one another, even when it’s hard.  Jesus said people 
would know we are His disciples by our love for one another (John 13:35).  Does your 
church have that kind of love?  If not, let it begin with you!   
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