
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Unstoppable 
Gospel, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Jesus died for our sins, rose again, and reigns as Lord.  
Introduction: Years ago I saw a book in a college library titled Why Christianity Must 
Change or Die, written by the liberal Episcopal bishop John Shelby Spong.  I have 
never been a fan of Mr. Spong (I refuse to call him “reverend”), but the title caught my 
interest.  I read some of it, and it was pretty much what I expected.  Spong insisted that 
people are no longer interest in the message of a crucified Savior, so the church must 
change the message if it wishes to survive.  The trouble is, if we implement the kind of 
changes he recommends, there will be no Christianity left.  Spong does not believe that 
Jesus died for our sins or that He literally rose from the dead.  If I understood his book 
correctly, he does not even believe in a personal God.  If the church’s message needs 
to be changed that much, why should the church survive at all?  Wouldn’t it be better 
simply to let it die? 
The gospel has never been popular with this world.  It aroused controversy almost from 
the very beginning, as we’ll see when we get to chapter four.  Nevertheless, critics have 
never been able to stop it.  Even today, when persecution of Christians around the world 
is at an all-time high, the message of the gospel continues to spread and change lives.  
It is an unstoppable message (Romans 1:16). 
 

I. The content of this message. 
 
A. The Person of Jesus. 

1. He was “a man approved of God”. 
a. The Greek word translated “approved” actually means to appoint or 

designate. 
b. Jesus’ miracles proved that He was anointed by God. 

2. The people had personally witnessed His miracles. 
a. We must be careful about those that claim to do “signs and 

wonders” because miracles can be faked. 
b. Even Jesus’ critics could not deny His miracles. 

B. The work of Jesus. 
1. He was crucified and slain. 

a. “By wicked hands”—That is, the Jewish religious leaders, Pontius 
Pilate, and the Roman soldiers. 

b. His death was by “the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God.”  Not only did God know it was going to happen, it was all part 
of His eternal plan of redemption. 

Sermon Series:  Unstoppable Gospel 
To be used with:  Session 2: Unstoppable Message 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  The World’s Only Hope 
Scripture: Acts 2:22-24, 32-33, 36-38 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

2. God raised Him from the dead. 
a. Jesus’ resurrection proved He really was who He claimed to be. 
b. Peter cited it as a fulfillment of David’s prophecy (Psalm 16:10). 
c. It fulfilled Jesus’ own predictions. 

 
II. The confirmation of this message. 

 
A. The apostles were eyewitnesses. 

1. All of the apostles and the people that were with them had seen Jesus 
after He rose from the dead. 
a. Most of them were skeptical when they saw the empty tomb. 
b. Even after Jesus appeared to them, He had to convince them it 

was really Him.  
2. The apostles were willing to die for this belief. 

a. These same apostles had once deserted Jesus, but were now 
boldly proclaiming His resurrection. 

b. People will die for a lie if they believe it to be true, but few people 
will die for what they know is a lie. 
• Chuck Colson served as special counsel for President Nixon, 

and he often contrasted the disciples with the men who worked 
in the Nixon White House.  He recalled the day President Nixon 
instructed his men to keep a lid on the Watergate scandal.  Less 
than three weeks later, John Dean cut a deal with the special 
prosecutor to tell what he knew.  Others soon followed suit.  As 
Colson pointed out, they were the most powerful men in the 
world, but they couldn’t keep a lie for three weeks!  If the 
disciples of Jesus were not telling the truth, then they were 
better liars than those who served the Nixon White House. 

B. The people at Pentecost witnessed the power of the Holy Spirit. 
1. They had heard the disciples speak in other tongues. 

a. The onlookers noted that the disciples spoke “in our tongue”, which 
indicates that they spoke in ordinary human languages. 

b. The onlookers also noted that the disciples were Galileans.  The 
languages themselves were ordinary, but the disciples’ ability to 
speak them was a miracle of God. 

2. The Holy Spirit convicted them of their sins (John 16:7-11). 
 

III. The consequence of this message. 
 
A. Jesus is both Lord and Christ. 

1. What does it mean when we say Jesus is Lord? 
a. He is Lord of sin and death (that is, He has won the final victory 

over both). 
b. He is worthy of our obedience.  Vance Havner used to say, “Jesus 

demands more complete loyalty than dictator who ever lived.  The 
difference is, He has a right to it.” 

2. “Christ” is the Greek form of the Hebrew word “Messiah”.  Both words 
mean “anointed one”. 
a. The Jews had looked for the Messiah’s arrival for centuries.  

Imagine how they felt when Peter told them the Messiah had 
already come, and they had crucified Him! 

b. In spite of what they had done, the Messiah still reigns! 
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B. We must respond. 
1. By repenting. 

a. To repent means more than just being sorry for one’s sins.  It also 
involves a willingness to forsake one’s sins. 

b. Repentance is necessary for salvation (Luke 13:3; Acts 20:19-20). 
2. By being baptized. 

a. Some people argue that baptism is necessary for the remission of 
one’s sins.  If such is the case, then the death of Jesus was either 
unnecessary or insufficient. 

b. Cornelius and his household received the Holy Spirit before they 
were baptized (Acts 10:44-48). 

c. Jesus commanded us to be baptized.  On the other hand, can you 
truly call Jesus your Lord if you refuse to obey Him? 
 
 

Conclusion: One of the great theologians of the early 20th century was J. Gresham 
Machen.  In one of his books, The Christian Faith in the Modern World, he told about his 
days as a student in Germany.  It was 1905, and at the time the German people 
believed war was a thing of the past.  They would have expected their people to joust 
before they expected them to go to war.  Surely western civilization had advanced too 
far to settle its disputes by such barbaric means.  Yet less than ten years later, 
Germany was caught up in the most devastating war the world had seen up to that time.  
For many years it was known as the “World War” or the “Great War”, but just a few 
years after Machen’s death, Germany became the key player in another world war 
which made the “Great War” pale in comparison. 
As my wife Celia likes to point out, the study of history reminds us that human nature 
does not change.  No matter how much people try to change by their own efforts and 
ingenuity, their natural depravity inevitably rears its ugly head.  Only one Person has 
ever offered a solution to human sinfulness, and that was the Lord Jesus Christ.  He 
paid the penalty for our sins with His death on the cross, rose from the dead to prove He 
is Lord, and now He offers forgiveness and eternal life to everyone that trusts in Him as 
Lord and Savior.  Moreover, His Holy Spirit changes people’s lives and conforms them 
into the image of Jesus.  People cannot change by their own power, but the message of 
the gospel still changes lives today.  It is this world’s only hope.    
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