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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Transformed: 
My Life in God’s Kingdom,” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit.  
 
Introduction: Life is full of choices. Moses was nearing the end of his term in office as 
the leader of the nation of Israel and had some parting words for them. These people 
were at the brink of the Promised land. They were poised and ready to go in and take it 
for their own. But they like their fathers had to make a decision about whether or not 
they were going to follow God’s way and live or follow their own way and die. Their 
fathers had chosen badly. They paid the consequences. They died in the wilderness. 
Moses told them to learn from the mistakes of their fathers and to choose life.  
     Moses came to the Israelites and told them, “Choose life!” But why should they? Why 
should you? I want to give you four reasons why you should choose life.  
 
1. Choose life because it is available. “the word is very nigh unto thee” (vs. 11-14) 

     God has made life and the means to get it available to us. We don’t have to go up 
to heaven and get in God’s presence to find out what He wants from us. God 
recognizes that we could never reach up to Him – wouldn’t if we could anyway. So 
He brought the message to us by sending His Son to us (Jn. 1:1-2, 14, 18). The 
difficulty is not in knowing what the requirements are; the difficulty is in choosing to 
follow those requirements. 
     Choose life because it is available. The requirements are near you. But like many 
things that are available, they are available for only a short time. A friend of mine 
passed up an opportunity to invest $5000 in the oil futures market. This was right 
about the time that gas prices had risen from $.89 a gallon to $1.25 a gallon. The 
opportunity was there, but he missed it. By the time that he saw the value in jumping 
on board, it was too late.  
     The offer is available right now to you regardless of where you are or where 
you’ve been. You can live life to the fullness that God intended. But many will close 
their eyes to it. Many will wait until the offer has been withdrawn. Then it will be too 
late. Choose life while it is available.  
  

2. Choose life because it is good. “live…multiply… God shall bless thee” (vs. 15-16) 
      God offers you a good life. God measures “good” by a different standard than we 
do though.  
     Look at how He measures it: “to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and 
to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments.” God doesn’t 
measure productivity or prosperity by how much we have in the bank account or 
even by how many toys we have and whether our toys are bigger and shinier than 
the guy next door. He measures our productivity by what our relationship with Him is 
like. What are we like on the inside? Are we walking in obedience to Him?  
       Christian, do you ever ask yourself if it is really worth it to live for God in a world 
that is antagonistic to Him and His ways? Is that life good? If we were to ask Cassie 
Bernau – one of the students that were killed at the high school in Paducah, Ky. - 
whether or not it was worth her life to stand up and boldly proclaim her allegiance to 
Jesus Christ, she would answer us with the same answer that she gave to the boy 
who pointed a gun at her. She would say “Yes”. She gave her life for the Lord who 
gave His life for her. The world says, “What a waste.” God says, “What a treasure!” 
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     Is all human life worthy of protecting and preserving? YES!! Is it worth the cost to 
live a life for God in total surrender and complete obedience to Him? YES, yes and 
yes!!!! Choose life because it is good.  
 

3. Choose life because the only other option is death and destruction. “ye shall 
surely perish” (vs. 17-18) 
     I don’t like having too many options. The favorite question in our house is “What 
do you want for dinner?” Or if we decide to go out to eat, you still have to face the 
choice of where you want to eat. “Where do you want to eat?” “Oh, I don’t know. 
Where do you want to eat?” “I don’t care.” I know of a restaurant whose actual name 
is “I don’t know, and I don’t care.” Whenever our family can’t make up our minds, we 
just decide to go to the food court at the mall. But even that can be challenging. Too 
many options. After I’ve made my decision, I then start to wonder if one of the other 
options might have been better. The other day, we were at the mall facing this very 
dilemma. I got a Chick-fil-A, my usual when I can’t make up my mind, and my wife 
got a turkey sub. She allowed me to take a bite of her sub. Immediately, I knew that I 
had made the wrong choice. Maybe if the options had been narrowed down a bit, my 
chances of making the right choice would have been greatly improved. 
     That’s what Moses did for the Israelites. He narrowed their options. He told them 
that they could either choose life or death. Prosperity or destruction. Obedience or 
disobedience. Two options to choose from – that’s all that you get. That’s the same 
choice that Jesus offers to us. He said that there is a narrow way and a broad 
way…just two options. And both of them have a very different end result. (Matt. 7:13-
14) God’s says to us, “My way or no way.” Go your own way, and it will lead to your 
destruction.  
     “But what if I don’t like either option? What if I want to make my own road?” There 
are only two roads. You have to choose one. “What if I don’t want to choose either 
one?” Failure to choose the right way is to choose the wrong way. Choosing not to 
follow the way of life is the same as choosing to follow the way of death. Choose life 
because the only alternative is to choose death. 
 

4. Choose life for the sake of your children. “that both thou and thy seed may live” 
(vs. 19-20) 
    The Dallas Morning News of March 21, 1971, featured a column by Sue Connally 
which carried this heart-rending account: "The shrill, piercing cry, almost inhuman in 
its intensity, sears its way into your conscience. Once you've heard it, you can never 
forget it.  The sound is made by a baby only one day old.  But this is not a normal 
child; it was introduced to life 'hooked' on heroin!  The typical, disturbing scream 
means that the pain and rigor of withdrawal are already taking place.  This little one 
became addicted when the woman carrying it used drugs. Muscles in the tiny body 
are taut, the rigid arms and legs flail incessantly, and the high-pitched cry continues 
for hours. Such children, although showing intense hunger, can't retain their 
feedings.  'They could never rest, but would run themselves to death,' says Dr. 
Dolores Carruth, 'unless we sedate them.'"  Can you imagine babies being born 
screaming for a "fix?" 
     Children are important to God, and it angers Him when someone does an action 
that hurts one of them. Jesus made that extremely clear when He was on earth. 
(Mark 10:14; Matt. 18:6) You choose death for yourself, and you think that that is 
your own decision, and the only person that is going to be affected by that is you. 
WRONG! When you choose to disobey God and choose destruction for yourself, you 
choose to head your own children down that same pathway. You understand that 
choosing a restaurant affects what your whole family is going to put in their own 
bodies, but you don’t understand that choosing to disobey God will bring destruction 
not just on you, but on your whole family. If you can’t choose to follow God because 
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of the benefits that it will give to you or even to avoid the suffering and destruction 
that it will bring to you, choose to obey God and live for Him because of your kids. 
Don’t make them pay for your stubbornness and pride. 
 

CONCLUSION 
After a few of the usual Sunday evening hymns, the pastor introduced a guest minister. 
With that, an elderly man stepped up to the pulpit and began to speak, "A father, his 
son, and a friend of his son were sailing off the Pacific Coast, when a fast approaching 
storm blocked any attempt to get back to shore. The waves were so high, that even 
though the father was an experienced sailor, he could not keep the boat upright, and the 
three were swept into the ocean as the boat capsized. Grabbing a rescue line, the father 
had to make the most excruciating choice of his life: to which boy he would throw the 
other end of the life line. He only had seconds to make the decision. The father knew 
that his son was a Christian and he also knew that his son's friend was not. As the 
father yelled out, 'I love you, son!' he threw out the life line to his son's friend. By the 
time the father had pulled the friend back to the capsized boat, his son had disappeared 
beneath the raging swells. He sacrificed his son to save the son's friend. How great is 
the love of God that He should do the same for us. Our heavenly Father sacrificed His 
only begotten Son that we could be saved. I urge you to accept His offer to rescue you 
and take a hold of the life line He is throwing out to you in this service." With that, the old 
man turned and sat back down in his chair as silence filled the room. The pastor again 
walked to the pulpit and delivered a brief sermon with an invitation.  
     After the service ended, two teenage boys came to the old man's side. "That was a 
nice story, but I don't think it was very realistic for a father to give up his only son's life in 
hopes that the other boy would choose to become a Christian." "Well, you've got a point 
there," the old man replied, glancing down at his worn Bible. A big smile broadened his 
sorrowed face, and he once again looked up at the boys and said, "It sure isn't very 
realistic, is it? But I'm standing here today to tell you that story gives me a glimpse of 
what it must have been like for God to give up His Son for me. You see…I was that 
father and your pastor is my son's friend."  
     Moses threw out a life-line to the Israelites and said, “Grab hold! Choose life!” God is 
throwing out a life-line to you today, and He too is saying, “Grab hold! Choose life!”    
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