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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Transformed: 
My Life in God’s Kingdom,” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit.  
 
Introduction: A wealthy older gentleman had just recently married a lovely young lady, 
but he was beginning to wonder whether she might have married him for his money. So 
he asked her, "Tell me the truth: if I lost all my money, would you still love me?" She 
said reassuringly, "Oh honey, don’t be silly. Of course I would still love you. And I’d miss 
you terribly." 
     People have gotten very confused. They have begun to love money and use people 
rather than loving people and using money. The Bible records that “…the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil…” (1 Tim. 6:10)  
     Jesus spoke a great deal about money when He was on earth. He used parables 
many of those times in order to teach spiritual truths about finances in terms that the 
people would understand. We come to one of those parables today. In this parable, we 
have two main characters – the rich man and his financial manager or “steward”. For 
the purposes of our study, we’re going to identify the rich man with God while we play 
the part of the financial manager. And to help us learn from the manager’s mistakes, we 
are going to learn 4 simple financial principles that will change the way you think about 
and spend money.  
   
1. God has resources.  

❧ They are plentiful. “rich” (Phil. 4:19) 
    It should be a great encouragement to you that God’s resources are plentiful. 
He has promised to meet your needs to the extent that His riches reach. God’s 
riches far outlast any drain that we could possibly put on His resources.  
 

❧ They are his. “possessions” 
     All of the resources to be found on earth and in heaven are God’s 
possessions. They are His possessions for two reasons. First, He created them. 
(Ps. 24:1-2) The second reason that they belong to Him is because He bought 
them. When Jesus gave His blood on the cross, He bought back all that had 
been sold into sin and slavery. He redeemed His creation and He redeemed you 
and me. (1 Cor. 6:19-20) 
     Take a minute and think about all that includes when we say that God owns 
everything. It means that He owns the stars and the planets, the oceans and the 
land, the air and the water. Those things are relatively easy for us to accept. We 
have never even attempted to claim ownership of those things. But let’s get a 
little more personal. He owns your house. When’s the last time that you 
consulted God about what color He wanted you to paint His walls? Let’s get a 
little closer still. He owns your bank account and all that is in it. He owns your 
time and is very concerned about how you spend it. He owns your future and has 
great plans for it. 
     God even owns you. 
     The first mistake of the financial manager here in Luke 16 was that he forgot 
who owned the resources that he was using. 
 

2. God has chosen you to manage His resources.  
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❧ Use them wisely. “manage” 
     All of you are familiar with the idea of one person managing someone else’s 
money because all of you have entrusted your money to someone else. 
Whenever you put money into a 401(k) at work, you are entrusting your money to 
a manager.  
     When you put money in the offering plate, you place it in the hands of the 
leadership of this church to manage it well. At the end of every month, we 
produce a financial statement. It is an accounting of where the money you gave 
was used. That sheet tells whether or not the money was wasted or used for 
purposes that glorify God and further His kingdom. 
     Every April 15, the country rushes to give Uncle Sam money. The money that 
the gov’t uses – whose money is that? Yours and mine. How do you feel when 
you find out some of the ways your money is being used? How do you think God 
feels about how you have been using His money? 
 

❧ Don’t use them wastefully. “wasted” 
     God has given us very specific instructions of what we are to do with the 1st 
10% of His blessings toward us – it is to be given back to Him. If we refuse, we 
are stealing from God according to Malachi 3. If you’re not tithing, then you are 
stealing. You need to repent and change your actions. Part of the reason why 
you don’t tithe is because you don’t manage that other 90% well, and so you 
have to dip into what should have been the tithe and use that to pay your regular 
bills.  
     Even if we do give the 1st ten percent to God, that doesn’t mean that the other 
90% belongs to us for us to do with as we please. The other 90% is for us to 
manage not waste.  
     I am not the judge of which of your expenditures are wise or wasteful, but 
there is a Judge, and He is the one that we will answer to for how we used His 
resources. 
     That brings us to the third financial principle. 
 

3. God will require an accounting of how you have managed His resources.  
     There is the temptation to have a lackadaisical attitude toward material 
possessions when we get a handle on who they actually belong to. We start to care 
less about the health of those resources because they do not belong to us. It would 
be like a sibling who really doesn’t care if his sister’s toy is broken or ruined while he 
is playing with it. The loss of the toy really doesn’t affect him. It doesn’t affect him, 
that is, until sister comes home and discovers what happened. 
     God wants us to handle His resources carefully just like we want people to handle 
our resources carefully. We want them to say, “I’ll handle/treat it as if it was my own” 
while fully recognizing that it is not their own. Part of what keeps us from having an “I 
don’t care” attitude toward God’s possessions or someone else’s is the awareness 
that we will have to give an accounting of how we used what was entrusted to our 
care. This accounting… 
 
❧ It will be unannounced. 

     You will receive no warning or notice other than the notice that you are 
receiving right now. 
 

❧ It will be based on evidence. “Give an account” 
     It is easy to say that you have used God’s resources wisely. It is quite another 
thing to open up your checkbook and offer it as evidence. The I.R.S. requires 
evidence; so will God. 
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❧ It will be in His presence. “called him in” 

 
4. God will bring a consequence based on His accounting of how you managed 

His resources.  
❧ He lost his job. “cannot be manager any longer” 

     The threatened result to this situation was not imprisonment but the loss of his 
job. The issue here is not an issue of debt that had to be repaid but poor 
performance in handling the responsibilities that had been assigned. 
 

❧ He lost an opportunity. 
     This manager lost the opportunity to handle his master’s resources. Whenever 
you use God’s resources in a way that does not please Him, He may very well 
remove those resources from you and place them in someone else’s hands. 

 
❧ He lost his master’s trust. 

     I think all of us would like God to trust us with a little bit more. If you want 
more of God’s resources, the best way to get it is by working on your character 
rather than working on your bank account. 
     The financial manager in Jesus’ parable lost the job that the master had given 
him to do, lost the opportunity to use his master’s resources to impact the world, 
and perhaps worst of all, he lost his master’s trust. Who of us would like those 
words to be said of us in relation to how we handled our Master’s resources? 

 
CONCLUSION 
    Relationship was the real issue between this manager and his employer. Relationship 
is the real issue between God and us too. When I realize that what I have is not my own 
and that the attitude that I show toward what God has placed in my care will affect my 
relationship with Him, then I will treat those things with great care and respect. After all, 
my relationship with God is more important than any possession that he might entrust to 
my care. So the problem all boils down to my relationship with God. Either it is not what 
it should be (namely, the most significant reality in my life), or I have no relationship at 
all with God. I see him only as the rich man upstairs rather than as my loving Father 
who graciously provides for my needs. When I see Him for who He is and see my 
possessions as belonging to Him, then I will treat Him and my possessions with the 
respect that both deserve. 
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