
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Transformed: 
My Life in God’s Kingdom these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Possessions don’t last. Your relationship with God does. 
 
Introduction:  When I was little, one of my TV heroes was the Lone Ranger.  I grew up 
in the 1970’s, and by that time the TV series had long since ceased production, but its 
reruns occasionally aired on Saturday afternoons.  Unlike many TV heroes of today, the 
Lone Ranger had a firm sense of right and wrong, and he sometimes even quoted the 
Bible to back up his convictions.  I remember one episode where a man’s wife was in 
bad need of an operation, but he didn’t have the money to pay for it.  His wife’s father 
had money, but he was something of a miser and was unwilling to help.  The Lone 
Ranger tried to talk some sense to the old man, but he stubbornly refused to help.  The 
man said his daughter had married against his wishes, so he was under no obligation to 
assist her.  He said, “’Honor thy father and mother.’  That’s what it says in the Bible.”  
The Lone Ranger looked at him rather sternly for a moment and then he replied, “The 
Bible also says, ‘The love of money is the root of all evil.’”   
  
Money is not necessarily a bad thing, and neither are possessions.  Many people down 
through history have used their wealth to help people and to advance the Kingdom of 
God.  The problem arises when your money and your possessions become more 
important to you than anything else in the world.  Dave Ramsey rightly says that our 
modern American society worships “stuff”.  People spend time and energy acquiring 
things that will someday pass away.  How much time and energy do we spend on things 
that will matter in eternity?   
 
     

I. The right perspective.  
 
A. Jesus warned against accumulating treasure on earth. 

1. Saving money is not always wrong. 
a. Joseph led the Egyptians to store food in preparation for a 

coming famine (Genesis 41:33-36). 
b. The writer of Proverbs cited the ants as an example of saving for 

times of difficulty (Prov. 6:6-8). 
2. Jesus warned against accumulating wealth for its own sake. 

a. Earthly wealth can be destroyed by rust and moths (in ancient 
times, fancy clothing was regarded as wealth). 

b. Earthly wealth can be stolen. 
c. You will leave it behind when you die (Luke 12:15-21). 

B. What does it mean to lay up treasures in heaven? 
1. We should invest in things that will matter in heaven.  These include: 

a. Obedience to God. 
b. Family. 
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c. Winning people to Jesus. 
d. Holiness of character. 
e. World missions. 

2. Unlike earthly wealth, these things will last forever. 
 

II. The right perception. 
 
A. “The light of the body is the eye” – That is, the eye gives guidance. 

1. “If thine eye be single” - The word translated “single” is the Greek 
word aplous.  In this context it means “clear, sound, or healthy”.1   

2. “If thine eye be evil” – The word translated “evil” is poneros, which 
can mean “sick” or “in poor condition”.2 
a. Poor eyesight affects the rest of the body (motor skills, hand-eye 

coordination, etc.). 
b. If a person is totally blind, no amount of light can help him. 

B. What does this have to do with wealth and possessions? 
1. Just as the condition of a person’s eye can affect his whole body, a 

person’s attitude toward wealth affects many other areas of life. 
a. It affects your willingness to help others in need. 
b. It affects your involvement in God’s work. 
c. It affects your relationships, particularly with your family.  How 

many marriages have been destroyed because one or both 
spouses were consumed with material things? 

2. It’s often said that the last part of a person to be saved is his wallet.  
When you recognize that God owns everything, including your 
money, most other things will fall into place. 

 
 

III. The right priorities 
 

A. Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters.” 
1. The word “master” denotes a slaveholder who requires complete 

and total allegiance. 
2. “Mammon” – The word in the original language is mamonas, which 

refers to wealth or property.3 
B. You must decide who has your first loyalty. 

1. This does not mean wealth is evil in itself.  As W.A. Criswell used to 
say, “Money is a good servant, but a poor master.” 

2. When you keep God first, wealth and material possessions tend to 
lose their importance.  “The things of earth will grow strangely dim in 
the light of His glory and grace.”4 

 
Conclusion:  The story goes that Mark Twain once got into a debate with a Mormon 
about polygamy.  The Mormon demanded to know what verse in the Bible forbade a 
man to have two wives, and Twain cited Matthew 6:24: “No man can serve two 
masters.”  I don’t know if that story is true or not; if it is, I’m sure Twain’s reply was at 
least partly in jest.  Even so, he did make a valid point.  Though the wife is not her 
husband’s master, she does have the right to expect his undivided loyalty in their 
marriage.  He has the right to expect the same from her.  If a man tries to please his 
wife and another woman, he is headed for an inevitable disaster.  He simply cannot 
have it both ways, so he must make a choice. 
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In the same way, our God has the right to expect our undivided loyalty.  He created us, 
and He bought us with the blood of His own Son.  Vance Havner used to say, “Jesus 
Christ demands more complete allegiance than any dictator that ever lived.  The 
difference is, He has a right to it.”5 That means He owns everything, including our 
money and our possessions.  Are you using these things in ways that will glorify Him? 
_____________________________ 
1 William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 
Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, The University of Chicago Press: 
Chicago and London, 1979, p. 86. 
2 Ibid., p. 690. 
3 Ibid., p. 490. 
4 “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”, Baptist Hymnal, Convention Press: Nashville, p. 198. 
5 The Vance Havner Quotebook: Sparkling Gems from the Most Quoted Preacher in 
America, Dennis J. Hester, ed., Baker Book House: Grand Rapids, 1986, p. 136. 
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