
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Re-Finance: 
Ancient Wisdom for Modern Money Management these sermon outlines will use the 
same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the 
study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Describe the ideal woman. Some might say that the ideal woman is a 
woman who will obey her husband at every whim, wait on him hand and foot, and 
literally worship the ground he walks on. Others might say that the ideal woman can do 
the work of two men, and many can. Still others might say that the ideal woman could 
end wars, eliminate unemployment, and abolish world hunger.  
 
The writer of Proverbs presents a description of the ideal woman in Proverbs 31:10-31. 
This text forms a poem that Jewish husbands and children traditionally recited at the 
Sabbath table on Friday evenings. The poem is in the form of an acrostic, with each of 
the 22 verses in the Hebrew Bible beginning with the succeeding consonant of the 
Hebrew alphabet. This device aided the Hebrew reader in memorizing this passage.  
 
The woman described was probably the wife of a prince or courtier in the ancient Near 
East. She was extraordinary to say the least. She was industrious, hardworking, 
energetic, strong, skilled, and self-sacrificing. She is the ideal, a role model. She is 
described as a woman to aspire to rather than a woman to replicate. Her example 
provides many attributes to emulate. One of those is her money management. Her 
actions regarding money show all of us some valuable lessons why money should be 
managed properly. 
 

1.  Provide for your family (vv. 10-15). 
This woman made money and used it to provide the resources and necessities for her 
family.  
 
The apostle Paul would have affirmed her actions. Paul wrote, “But if anyone does not 
provide for his own, that is his own household, he has denied the faith and is worse 
than an unbeliever” (1 Timothy 5:8). If one or both parents (depending on God’s plan for 
your family) doesn’t provide for their family then they aren’t living the faith, because 
even unbelievers provide for their families. Family members have a universally 
recognized duty to care for their families. Jesus modeled this practice. As He hung on 
the cross, He made provisions for His mother’s care.  
 
Victor Borge, the Danish pianist and comedian, announced at the close of a CBS 
television show: “I wish to thank my mother and father, who made this show possible, 
and my five children, who made it necessary.” The management of money is necessary 
to provide for our families. Especially when children are brought into the picture, 
considering how much money it requires to raise a child.  
 
Providing for the family is a mark of a believer.  

 

Sermon Series: Re-Finance: Ancient Wisdom for Modern Money  
      Management 
To be used with:  Session Four: Manage Money Diligently 
Sermon Title Possibilities: The Savvy Manager  
Scripture: Proverbs 31:13-21 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

2. Profitable in business (vv. 16-18). 
This woman used her skillful hands, making garments and blankets, and then sold them 
for a profit. With the profits in hand, she considered a field to purchase for a vineyard. 
She was a skilled laborer, a real estate mogul, and an investment banker all rolled up in 
one. She worked hard, turned a profit, and then found the best place to make an 
investment.  
 
Success should mark believers, for they are managing their money well. 
 

3. Philanthropic toward the poor (v. 20). 
This woman was generous. She did not hoard her wealth, keeping it all for herself and 
her family. She managed her money so she could help the less fortunate.  
 
Michael Jordan, when playing for the Chicago Bulls, was approached by a man on a 
Seattle street corner. The man asked him for money to buy food. According to the news 
report, Jordan remarked about the incident, “I guess he knew I was Michael Jordan, 
maybe he didn’t. Doesn’t matter. I gave him a $100 bill. I didn’t have a $5 bill or a $10 
bill, and he had nothing.” Jordan then offered the following thought: “I don’t know how it 
made him feel when I gave him the money. But I know how it made me feel. How can 
anyone experience the warm feeling you get inside when you give something to 
somebody, and (then) not want to do it again?” 
 
Almost 2,000 years ago, Jesus declared this wonderful truth based on the biblical 
practice of giving to those less fortunate: “It is more blessed to give than to receive” 
(Acts 20:35 ESV). More happiness comes from giving than in getting. The joyful people 
on earth are givers. You’ve heard the statement: Give until it hurts. That’s a lie. People 
don’t give because it hurts. They give because it feels good.  
 
This woman knew the good feeling that comes from generous giving. She was able to 
give abundantly, when the need was present, because she had faithfully and 
consistently managed money.  
 
Too many, I’m afraid, would like to be generous, they would like to give, but the reason 
they can’t is not because of their unwillingness, but because of their poor management 
of the resources that come through their hands. One of the main reasons for faithful 
stewardship is so we can be generous toward others in need.   
 
Generosity is a mark of a Christ-follower. It marked this woman’s life. I hope it marks 
your life, too. 

 
4. Prepared for emergencies (v. 21). 

This woman did not fear the future and the unknowns it brought because she had 
properly managed her resources for the inevitability of emergencies. 
 
We should never say if emergencies, but rather when they come. Knowing they will 
come, we should be prepared. 
 
A young man was being interviewed by a farmer to work on his farm. The farmer asked 
him why he should hire him. The young man said, “I can sleep when the wind blows.” 
Not really understanding what the young man meant, the farmer took a gamble and 
hired the young man. A few weeks later a strong storm came up. It awakened the 
farmer. He quickly went to the bunk house to awaken his newly hired hand. But to no 
avail. The young man was sound asleep. Disgusted and frustrated the farmer checked 
on the hay; it was battened down. He then went to see about the horses; they were all 
in their stalls. He checked on the farm equipment; it was all secure and safe inside the 
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shed. Now the farmer knew what the young man meant, when he said, “I can sleep 
when the wind blows.”  
 
Emergencies will come. They are unavoidable, unpredictable, and unforeseen. Our task 
is to be ready for them. We can soften the blow of life’s storms by preparing for them. 
Making sure we have an emergency fund for the unexpected occurrences; insurance for 
the tragedies; and retirement funds for when we no longer are able to work. 
 
A believer will be prepared for life’s realities. 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor and author. He is a graduate of Northern, Southern, and 
Midwestern Seminaries. He is married to Cindy.  


