
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  

 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Re-Finance: Ancient 
Wisdom for Modern Money Management these sermon outlines will use different Scripture 
passages related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit. 

Introduction: 

The ABC drama, Once Upon a Time, is centered on fairytales, magic, and storybook characters 
making deals with one another. Time after time one of the characters will be put in a difficult 
spot and he/she will make a deal with one of the bad guys. But magic always comes with a price 
we’re told and it usually takes more than what the purchaser wanted to pay. Debt is the same 
way. When we enter into debt we are living today in tomorrow’s grace. The Scriptures don’t 
encourage such living.  

The principle of debt reminds me a bit of the story of Jephthah in the book of Judges. If you 
remember Jephthah made a vow that he would later regret. He vowed to give to God whatever 
came through his door. It was his precious virgin daughter who came through the door and 
Jephthah had to dedicate her to the Lord. Debt always takes more than we were originally 
anticipating. 

I. Careless debt is unwise because you never know what will come through the 
door (Judges 11:29-33) 

Jephthah was riding on cloud nine. Everything was looking up. And so he made a vow without 
really thinking it through. There is some debate about what he was actually promising. Some 
say he was going to offer his daughter as a burnt offering. Others believe what he is doing is 
dedicating her to the Lord. Though not insignificant, either view carries the same point—you 
don’t know what is going to come through the door. It is similar to the parable Jesus shared of 
the one who considers the cost before building a building. Wise disciples count the cost before 
making commitments.  

Debt is borrowing against tomorrow; it is to believe that somehow you will have tomorrow what 
you do not have today. But we are not prophets. Who knows what Jephthah thought would 
come through the door—but at the end of the day it was what he did not expect. He made a 
foolish vow because he did not count the cost. He didn’t know what would come through the 
door. Debt imagines that it knows what will come through the door, but that is a lie. 

II. Careless debt is unwise because it will carry cost for your future (Judges 
11:34-38) 
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One of the reasons some scholars lean towards believing Jephthah’s daughter was not going to 
be sacrificed but rather consecrated to the Lord, is because of what she is mourning. She isn’t 
mourning the loss of her life; it is the fact that she will never marry and will be a virgin forever 
that she is mourning. We read that she is the only child of Jephthah and now she will never be 
able to marry. She cannot carry on his line. So, Jephthah’s tragic vow cost him his future.  

The same is true of debt. Everyone knows that debt comes with interest, but few of us weigh the 
other ways in which debt will cost. Debt can limit future choices. It will also delay your savings 
which will have an impact on your retirement.  

III. Careless debt is unwise because it will always take you further than you 
wanted to go (Judges 11:39-40) 

Adrian Rogers often quipped that, “Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer 
than you want to stay and cost you more than you want to pay.” The same can be said of 
careless debt. We see this illustrated in the debt that Jephthah put himself under. The second 
he saw his daughter walk through the door he tore his clothes—his vow had already taken him 
further than he wanted to go. This story actually leads to a yearly lament through all of Israel, a 
perpetual testimony of his foolish vow. Again we don’t know if he actually sacrificed her as a 
burnt offering or if she remained a perpetual virgin, but neither was what he intended when he 
made his vow. Debt carries with it a similar consequence. It will almost always take you further 
than you wanted to go. 

Conclusion: 

If you are hearing this today there is a good chance that you have some sort of debt. Most 
Americans do. And it is crippling us. In fact there is a debt which every person has; namely, a 
debt to God because of our sin. In fact, none of us can pay this debt. Thankfully Jesus Christ 
paid what we could not. This truth does not change the fact of our financial debt but it does give 
us hope. If God can conquer our greatest debt, He can—through our renewing our minds and 
hearts—redeem our financial situations as well. Where we once made foolish decisions rooted 
in idolatry, He can redeem and transform. Thank Christ for paying our greatest debt and trust in 
Him so you can live in the freedoms that He has purchased.  
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