
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  

 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Re-Finance: Ancient 
Wisdom for Modern Money Management these sermon outlines will use different Scripture 
passages related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit. 

Introduction: 

It’s been said that John D. Rockefeller was once asked, “How much money is enough?” to 
which he responded, “Just a little more.” What Rockefeller said reminds me of the biblical 
character Haman. Haman is the bad guy in the Book of Esther. He seems to have everything, 
but there is one thing he doesn’t have; namely, the admiration of Mordecai. And this one thing 
absolutely consumes him. This is what discontentment will do. A discontented heart will never 
have enough because it isn’t about a specific amount of money it’s about something much 
deeper. This is why Paul says the love of money is the root of all evil.  

i. The idol of money comes from a wrong view of eternity (1 Timothy 6:6-7) 

It has been said before that there are no U-Hauls at a funeral service. You cannot take your 
possessions with you into eternity. When we make an idol out of money it is because we do not 
actually believe in eternity. Bowing to the idol of money is bowing to the idol of the present. This 
is why Jesus said “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money.” Your heart will worship one or the other. And what your heart believes about eternity 
will likely determine whether you bow to God or stuff.  

In his book, Sex & Money, Paul Tripp asks many probing questions about how hearts relate to 
money. Here is one: 

Eternity confronts us with the bigness, the grandeur, of life and the glory of the One who 
rules over it. In light of this, it’s a bit insane to practically have no bigger purpose for our 
money than to buy our way out of need and to purchase what would satisfy our desires. If 
our life is meant to be connected to bigger things, then our money should be invested in 
things bigger as well. Our money has a bigger purpose than just being God’s means of 
providing for us. Is your use of money essentially self-oriented? 

If you believe what Jesus says about eternity then your view of money will reflect that.  

ii. The idol of money leads to wrong living (1 Timothy 6:8-9) 

It is not only the wealthy who have to worry about the idol of money. In fact some of the worst 
offenders of money-loving are those who have the least amount of money. It is the desire to be 
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rich which plunges one into ruin—not the acquisition of money. This means that even someone 
in the depths of poverty can be guilty of what Paul is speaking of here.  

What causes the ruin and destruction that Paul is talking about here? It is discontentment. The 
senseless and harmful desires are what plunge people into ruin and destruction. Something 
takes the place of God in our hearts and we make foolish decision after foolish decision to 
acquire that thing. Families can be wrecked by our lust for stuff.  

Look around your house at all of the things you had to have. Better yet, have a yard sale and as 
you put price tags on everything consider the history of that item. Remember when you bought it 
and how you assumed it was going to change your life. You’ve maybe even gotten into debt to 
acquire that thing—and now you are hoping to sell it for a tenth of its value. Money idolatry can 
lead to far worse things than garage sales. 

iii. The idol of money aims to destroy you and to dethrone God (1 Timothy 6:10) 

In verse 10 Paul helps us see that our money idolatry isn’t a tiny thing. In his book, The 
Mortification of Sin, John Owen helps us see that every sin aims to destroy us and to dethrone 
God. Every sin aims at the utmost. This is what Paul is saying in verse 10. The idol of money 
has even caused some to “wander away from the faith”. This is the end to which Money is 
taking you. It wants to dethrone God and to destroy you in the process. Therefore, we have to 
take this idolatry seriously.  

The only thing which will root out our love of money is a superior pleasure in Christ. The idol of 
money is born in the soil of discontentment. A discontented heart is only conquered by finding 
great contentment in Christ. This alone will uproot the idol of money.  

Conclusion: 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 is the answer. Finding our true treasure in the Lord will display money for 
what it really is—a tool to use in enjoying God and furthering the gospel. The true treasure is 
found in what we have in Christ. The gospel gives us the right view of eternity and as such it 
gives us the right view of money. Money can never buy you happiness or security or 
contentment. Those things are only found in Christ.  
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