
 

Sermon Series: When Relationship Collide 
To be used with: Session Five: Step In 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

Preventing a Fight 
 Being a Peacemaker 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 25:2-42 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: When we see people in conflict, the easy path is to say, “It’s none 
of my business” or to look the other direction. Avoidance is the mantra of the day. But there are 
times when believers must step in to prevent two people or two groups from coming to blows, 
harming the name of God and his church.  
 
Introduction:   
 
According to New York TV network WPIX and the Poughkeepsie Journal, among other sources, 
Poughkeepsie (N.Y.) High senior linebacker Justin Richardson is now being hailed as a 
hero and a likely lifesaver as a result. 
 
In the moments after the school bell rang, two teachers were talking in the hallway when 40-
year-old English teacher Ronette Ricketts brutally attacked with blows from a screwdriver a 
fellow English teacher, Cynthia Glozier. That’s when Justin, a varsity football player, thought 
quick, relied on his athletic instincts and stopped the attack in its tracks. 
 
“I saw Ms. Ricketts just hammering her in the side of head,” Richardson told PIX 11 TV. “I saw 
a lot of blood. It was shocking. I just jammed her really hard to get the screwdriver to fly out of 
her hand. If I didn't step in she would have killed her.” 
 
Luckily for all involved, Richardson did step in to stop a shocking attack before it became a 
deadly one. As it is, Ricketts is still facing charges of first-degree attempted assault, second-
degree assault and criminal possession of a weapon, and is likely to lose a job in which she was 
previously highly respected. 
 
It remains uncertain what caused the longtime English teacher to snap, but Ricketts is now facing 
potentially life-changing charges, all while Glozier faces a long recovery to get back to her life 
as normal.  
 
There are times when we as a third-party, seeing two other people about to go to blows, has to 
step in to prevent conflict. Though not easy, it is necessary in some situations.  
 
Abigail stepped in to stop a potential fight between David, who would be king, and her husband, 
Nabal. 
 
1. The Three Main Characters in the Story 

A. David, the man who would become king, had spared Saul, the present king, at the cave 
near En Gedi (1 Samuel 24). David and his men moved west from the Dead Sea area 
across the rugged mountains into the Desert of Maon. They settled near the ranch of a 

http://msb.to/1sam25:2
http://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/article/20111220/NEWS01/312200012/1006/news01
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man named Nabal. While they were in the area, David and his men protected Nabal’s 
flocks and servants from the marauding bandits who would attack without warning.  

 
B. Nabal was a wealthy man. Nabal was harsh, meaning hard, stubborn, belligerent. He was 

evil in his dealings, meaning he was dishonest. He was a jerk. And he was very rich. 
That’s not a good combination. He represents much of what is worst in men.  

 
C. Abigail, Nabal’s wife, was the exact opposite. Abigail was both intelligent and beautiful. 

She was lovely within and without.  
 
2. The Time of the Story 
The story takes place at sheep-shearing time, which was always a festive season. It was the time 
when you cashed in on months of hard work and it was a traditional time of hospitality. There 
was a fine old custom, sort of an unwritten law, that at sheep-shearing time you gave gifts to 
those who had been protecting your flocks. It was like tipping a waiter. It wasn’t required, but it 
was a way of showing gratitude for a job well done. 
 
David thinks that after providing the protection it is payday. After all it is only fair that he and 
his men receive some remuneration for the job performed. David sends his servants to Nabal 
asking him to share from his bounty since it is sheep-shearing time (verses 5-8).  
Nabal refused to show kindness to David and his men. Upon hearing Nabal’s reply, David 
becomes angry, infuriated. He loses his cool. He is going to annihilate Nabal and his men.  
 
And, he would have if it weren’t for Abigail. She stepped in to keep a bad situation from getting 
worse.  
 
3. The Action that Prevented the Conflict 
Abigail refused to stand by and simply accept the unfolding disastrous events. She believed God 
wanted her to make a difference. From her actions several principles are uncovered that will help 
anyone prevent a fight. 
 

A. Information motivates you to action. Abigail is informed. It would have been so easy for 
Abigail to say, “It’s none of my business.” After all she was a woman, treated like a slave 
in that culture. It would have been easy for her to sit on her hands, doing nothing.  

 
Information calls for action. To sit idly by, hoping that situation will resolve itself, rarely, if 
ever happens.  

 
B. Insightfulness provides you with wisdom. Abigail is insightful. Her wisdom and 

discernment provide her with the quick and appropriate thinking on what to do so that 
these two men will not come to blows. Note three things about her wisdom: 

 
• She is generous in her gifts. Knowing that David’s men were hot, tired, and hungry, she 

whips up a meal for 400 angry men.  
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• She is humble in her actions. Six times in her words to David, Abigail speaks of herself 
as David’s servant and fourteen times she refers to David as “my lord.”  
 

• She is tactful in her words. She bears full responsibility of her husband’s actions. She 
protects David, knowing that one day he will be king.  

 
C. Intervention promotes peace. Abigail intervened. Abigail’s words ring true to David. 

David recognizes that Abigail is literally a Godsend, and that by means of her words and 
deeds, God has kept him from doing wrong by taking vengeance against Nabal, and thus 
shedding innocent blood. Had she not intervened as she did, David would have carried 
out his plan. She has saved David from folly and guilt, and at the same time spared the 
life of her husband and every male in her household. Granting her request, David accepts 
the gift from Abigail and sends her home in peace.  

 
Conclusion: The next time you see or are informed of a potential conflict and it is within your 
power and ability, take the necessary steps to help the two warring parties avert a fight. They will 
be thankful.  
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, Cindy, have 
one child.  
 


