
 
Sermon Series: When Relationship Collide 
To be used with: Session Two: It’s Not About Me 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

Responding to Revenge 
 The Temptation to Take Matters into Your Own Hands 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 24:1-15 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: Conflict tends to arise from selfish desires: What I want, what I 
think is best, what I say. When the focus is entirely on personal wishes conflict escalates. We 
need to step back to reexamine our motives and reassess our position. If not we will seek to 
retaliate and that only makes matters worse. 
 
Introduction: 
 
Linda lived with a British guy for two years. She thought they were crazy about each other. They 
had such fun. He treated her like a queen. During the final six months of their relationship, his ex 
girlfriend came back from overseas and started needing "light bulbs changed" and all sorts of 
other after hour’s services. His behavior got nastier and nastier, but sometimes more loving than 
ever before. Linda was confused. Of course he denied anything was going on when asked if he 
was seeing her. He told Linda she was going nuts to believe he was cheating and over the months 
her intuition was rightly telling her he was, but he was so sneaky that she just couldn't prove it. 
After three months of this, Linda was seriously traumatized—and then she decided to find out for 
herself, realizing he wasn't strong enough to be honest. One Saturday her dog and he "went 
shopping" (he hated shopping) and Linda followed his car, only to see him fetch his old 
girlfriend and her son from a previous marriage. Linda followed them again and watched them 
set up a picnic in the local park, obviously settling in for the afternoon all cozy and kissy under a 
blanket. It really hurt.  
 
Now the house they lived in had three separate garages, there was an inter-leading door between 
his two. He always kept the empty one locked and when Linda wanted to used it to store stuff in 
it, he suggested the stuff would be safer inside the house. He always told Linda the third garage 
was empty.  
 
Well, while the boyfriend and his old girlfriend were happily picnicking, Linda had a key made 
from the local locksmith and opened up the third garage. It was packed to the roof with the old 
girlfriend’s boxes. So Linda spent the rest of the day distributing the boxes to the local 
orphanage, mission houses, and tramps on the street. It took her almost four hours. She was 
exhausted and somewhat guilty but her over-riding feeling was a mixture of relief and justice.  
 
A few weeks later, he had been out “shopping” again and came home to “fetch his bank card” 
(which Linda had seen him take with him.) Linda was planting seedlings in the garden when he 
came out of the garage. He looked so pale that he was almost yellow—no color in his sweet little 
lying cheeks. He asked Linda if she had been in the third garage. Linda replied, “What would I 
want to do in there? It's empty, isn't it?” 
 
Empty it was. Linda moved out a week later. 
 
We all know what it is like to want revenge, the desire to get even.  

http://msb.to/1sam24:1
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David had feelings of revenge. The madman Saul was out to get him, unfairly and unjustified. 
One day, David was with his men hiding in a cave, and the opportunity to take revenge on Saul 
fell into David’s lap.  The story in 1 Samuel 24 flows around six key words. 
 
1. Vengeance: Expect people to hurt you (vv. 1-2) Though large in stature, Saul was small in 

character. He couldn’t bear to watch someone his junior in age and experience to be 
promoted above him. Yet David, the successor to the throne, had outshined Saul in battle 
and had won the admiration of the crowd. As a result Saul was vengeful. He along with 
his 3,000 fighting men (five times David’s army, shows Saul’s paranoia) sought to kill 
David. 

 
We live in a fallen world, where the same nature that beat in the heart of Saul beats in the heart 
of every person, you included.  
 
2. Vulnerability: Refuse to take matters into your own hands (vv. 3-5) Saul had to relieve 

himself. He went into the cave where David and his men were hiding. The men wanted 
David to pounce.  

 
David refused to take matters into his own hands. He could have retaliated, but he didn’t. He 
could have gotten even, but he declined.  
 
3. Valuable: Respect the authority of those over you (vv. 6-8) Saul was still the king no 

matter what he did or how he did it. It was not an issue of whether or not Saul treated him 
right. As long as Saul was the king, he deserved respect by virtue of his position.  

 
David’s actions model for us that wise people show restraint. We must know how to interpret 
events and respond in the right way.  
 
4. Veracity: Speak the truth (vv. 9-11) David challenged Saul’s false assumption and the lies 

told against him. David spoke the truth. Wrong was being done against David. And, he 
would not let it slide. People were lying about David. And, Saul was listening to those 
lies. David spoke to the person to whom it mattered most.  

 
When you have been wronged, it is necessary to declare the truth. You are responsible for 
declaring the truth to the enemy, whoever the enemy might be. You cannot change your enemy, 
but you can be sure he understands the right facts.  
 
5. Vindication: Wait for God to settle the score (v. 12) David had absolute confidence in 

God. David was willing to let God resolve the issue.  
 
In the end, God always settles the score. Whenever God got ready to deal with Saul, God did not 
need David’s help. David would let God be judge. 
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6. Proverb: Don’t descend to the evildoer’s level (v. 13) The proverb means that character is 
revealed by conduct. The wicked practice wickedness. David knew that if attacked Saul, 
seeking revenge, he would only be sinking to Saul’s level.  

 
The saddest part of revenge is that it makes you a perpetual victim. Revenge makes you go 
through the hurt over and over again.  
 
Conclusion: In the end, when David had the chance he refused to kill Saul. He took the higher 
road. He provided an example for us to follow. We all have Saul’s in our lives, people who are 
lurking in the shadows trying to harm us.  
 
It has been said that revenge “is a dish best eaten cold”—meaning that the longer you wait, the 
sweeter it is. Revenge is a dish best not eaten at all. Storing up pain, nurturing your hurt, plotting 
revenge will punish you more the one who wronged you. So follow David’s example and do 
yourself a favor and let go of revenge.  
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, Cindy, have 
one child.  
 


