
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Stand Strong: 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Stand Strong: 
Building Your Life on God’s Promises, these sermon outlines will use the same 
Scripture passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from 
the pulpit. 

All of us would love a life where everything turns out just as we desire. Reality paints a 
different picture. Sometimes what we encounter is a minor inconvenience, and 
sometimes it is a life-changing catastrophe. Regardless of our circumstances, we can 
still experience good things from God. In fact, God can use those very difficulties to 
work His goodness into our lives. In the Book of Romans, Paul showed us how God 
works His goodness and love on our behalf as we trust in Him. 

Introduction: I remember seeing a cartoon a year ago in which a teenager was talking 
with his guidance counselor at school.  The young man declared, “I hate war!”  His 
counselor said she was glad he was showing some social consciousness, because he 
certainly wasn’t paying much attention to his schoolwork.  She noted that he had done 
poorly in every subject.  The young man said, “It’s just that war makes history... and 
history is my worst subject!” 
 
 I don’t know of anyone in his right mind that likes war.  My father was a career soldier 
and a decorated combat veteran, but he hated war as much as anyone.  He knew how 
terrible war really is because he had seen it up close.  Nevertheless, wars are an 
inevitable part of life in this fallen world.  As long as people are sinful and greedy, wars 
will continue.  As George Santayana so eloquently stated, “Only the dead have seen 
the end of war.”   
  
As believers in Jesus Christ, we face battles of a different kind.  The apostle Paul said, 
“We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:13).  These spiritual battles can often be draining and discouraging.  
Followers of Jesus need not lose heart, though, because our God has guaranteed us 
the final victory. 
 

I. Trust in God’s sovereignty. 
 
A. When we say God is sovereign, it means He is in absolute control. 

1. He is in control of your circumstances. 
a. “All things work together for good” – Paul was no fatalist, but he did 

know that God uses all circumstances for our good. 
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b. “Called according to His purpose” – This promise does not apply to 
all people, but to the ones that are chosen in Christ. 

2. He is in control of your spiritual growth. 
a. Paul said we were “predestinated to be conformed to the image of 

His Son”.  In other words, God is using all circumstances – good 
and bad – to make you more like Jesus. 

b. God does not promise you a life free of difficulties, but He uses 
those difficulties to advance your spiritual growth.  

3. He is in control of your eternal destiny. 
B. How do we reconcile God’s sovereignty with the free will of man? 

1. We must be balanced in our understanding of predestination / election. 
a. On the one hand, words like “election” and “predestinate” are in the 

Bible, and we have to deal with them somehow. 
b. On the other hand, the same Bible also says, “For whosoever shall 

call on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). 
• “Man’s free will without divine grace has not the least ability 

to secure righteousness, but is totally corrupt.” – Martin 
Luther 

 
2. The doctrine of election, like the doctrine of the Trinity, contains an 

element of mystery that we can never truly understand.  Though we 
cannot fully understand it, we can take great comfort in it. 

 
 

II. Trust in God’s sacrifice. 
 
A. He did not spare His own Son. 

1. God sent Jesus as our Savior because He is gracious.  Dr. H.A. 
Ironside gave the best definition of grace I’ve ever read.  He defined it 
as “unmerited favor toward those that merit the opposite”. 

2. If God was generous and loving enough to send His own Son to die for 
us, can we not also trust Him to provide for our other needs? 

B. He has justified us. 
1. The word “justified” means “declared righteous”. 
2. Neither Satan nor anyone else can make a legitimate accusation 

against us because God has already pronounced the verdict. 
C. Christ continues to make intercession for us. 

 
III. Trust in God’s security. 

 
A. Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. 

1. Though persecution is a reality, God’s love is greater. 
a. Paul quoted from Psalm 44, which was written during a time of 

national distress.  Like the psalmist, Paul had personally 
experienced persecution. 

b. Tribulations remind us that our security depends not on our efforts 
or strength, but on the sovereign grace of God. 

2. What does it mean to be “more than conquerors”? 
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a. The word in the original language means “super-conquerors”.  
Other translations say, “We are winning in a most glorious way.” 

b. Our victory comes not by our strength, but by the power of Christ. 
B. Because we are more than conquerors, we can face anything that the 

devil and his forces may throw at us. 
1. We need not fear the forces of this world. 
2. We need not fear Satan or his demons. 
3. We need not fear the past or the future. 

 
Conclusion: On February 19, 1945, U.S. Marines landed on the island of Iwo Jima in 
the South Pacific.  They knew Mount Suribachi was the key to the island; whoever took 
this mountain would ultimately control the whole island.  After four days of fierce and 
bloody fighting, the Marines finally worked their way to the top of Suribachi and planted 
an American flag.  I’m sure many of you have seen that famous picture of them putting 
the flag in place, or perhaps you’ve seen the Marine Corps Memorial in Arlington, 
Virginia, that depicts that great event.  People often forget that this was not the end of 
the battle.  It was more than a month before Iwo Jima was finally declared secure.  
Nevertheless, the flag on Suribachi was a great encouragement to the Marines as the 
fighting continued.  When they looked up at the top of the mountain and saw the flag 
flying, they knew the final victory would be theirs. 

God has provided His soldiers an assurance of victory, too, and that is the cross 
of Jesus.  When Jesus died on the cross, He won the final victory over sin.  When He 
came out of the tomb three days later, He won the final victory over death.  Battles 
continue to rage in this world, and sometimes it seems as though the devil’s crowd is 
winning.  However, when we look to the cross, we can rest assured that the final victory 
will be ours.    
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