
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Stand Strong:  
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Stand Strong: 
Building Your Life on God’s Promises these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture 
passages to reinforce the same themes as the study regarding trusting God’s promises. 
	  
Introduction: Often, the sentiment of needing reliable transportation is expressed as, “I 
need a new Cadillac.” In actuality, the want is for a new Cadillac; the need is to be able 
to get back and forth to work. Additionally, we don’t want what we really need. 
Examples are a nap for a three year old, a spanking for an unruly child, or a tetanus 
shot for anyone. Needless to say, we get our “wants” and our “needs” confused. 
Fortunately, God knows exactly what we need and is not just willing, but even waiting 
for us to ask Him for it. 
 
1. God responds when we call to Him. 
 
A. Sometimes “Yes”  - God desires to gives us what we need. “And this is the 
confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he 
hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have 
the requests that we have asked of him.” (1 John 5:14-15 ESV) 
B. Sometimes “No” – Like a good parent, God sometimes says “no” to our requests. 
Most of the time, it is because we ask with selfish or bad motives. “You ask and do not 
receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” (James 4:3 ESV) 
C. Sometimes “Wait” – The answer that many Christians do not like to hear, or assume 
that God is ignoring us is “wait.” Timing is everything; even with God. We must be 
persistent in our prayers. Either they will be answered or our desire for what we are 
asking will go away. 
 
2. Satisfaction and goodness are ultimately found in God alone. 
 
A. Good doesn’t mean more stuff. When God is good to us or when God gives us what 
is good, we aren’t necessarily talking about material possessions. 
B. God provides, but it is not necessarily on our schedules or in the way we always 
want. We are to trust Him because the good things He ultimately provides are far better 
than the things we hope for or expect. 
C. We can be completely satisfied in God, but not if we don’t trust Him to give us what 
we actually need. Don’t let your “wants” outweigh the blessings of God’s provisions. 
Remember Matthew 6:33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be added to you.” (ESV) 
 
3. God provides for those who respond with holiness and reverence.  
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A. “and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments 
and do what pleases him.” (1 John 3:22 ESV) That is a profound insight into prayer. Too 
many times, people ask of the Lord with hearts that are full of unconfessed and 
unrepentant sin. 
B. We must believe that God is able to answer our request. James 1:6 says that we 
must “ask in faith, with no doubting.” If you have no confidence in the One you ask, it is 
an exercise in futility.  
C. An attitude of gratitude is essential. If we truly believe that “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change,” (James 1:17 ESV) Then we must give thanks for 
what God WILL do. 
 
Conclusion/Application – God provides for those who choose to live under His care. 
Make sure your prayer life demonstrates that you are turning to God for your needs and 
that it is not like a “wish list” for Santa. You can: 

• Go to the Lord in prayer with an attitude of thanksgiving for what He’s already 
provided before you ask for anything. 

• Confess your sins to the Lord asking for clean hands and a pure heart before 
asking for anything. 

• Evaluate items on your prayer list and examine your reason for asking to see if 
the motivation is out of greed or selfish desire, or of a pure intent. 

Rick Boyne is pastor of Immanuel Southern Baptist Church in Wagoner, OK. Rick 
served with IMB in West Africa and East Asia with his wife and two daughters for 10 
years.  
 


