
 

Sermon Series: Resilient Faith: Standing Strong in the Midst of Suffering 
To be used with: Session One: Focused Faith 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 
 An Invested Life  
  
Scripture: John 12:20-26 
 

Connection To Unit Theme: Resilient Faith: Standing Strong in the Midst of Suffering 
 is a six session study from the book of 1 Peter. These theme-based sermon outlines will 
reinforce the main point of each small group session but with a different Scripture passage. This 
will allow you as the pastor to expand upon  what small groups are discussing without taking all 
the small group leader’s talking points.  
 
Faith may come easy to you, or you may be like so many who struggle with trust. When 
difficulties knock on our door, that faith is tested. And for some, faith is shaken. 
How can we maintain a faith in God that is resilient, a faith that—no matter what happens—
withstands the ups and downs of life? 
 
This sermon outline is based on Jesus’ words to His disciples, who came to him bearing news 
that certain Greeks who were Jewish proselytes sought an audience with Him. “Sir, we want to 
see Jesus.” It is not recorded if Jesus met with them, but His response revealed what was about to 
take place, so that the whole of humanity, Jew and Gentile alike, would be able to “see Him”. 
His response revealed three basic truths that would help His disciples “focus their faith” through 
the troubling times that were about to occur.  
 
Introduction:  
One of the things I enjoyed about CBS’ news program “60 Minutes” was the ending commentary 
on subjects by veteran reporter Andy Rooney. I didn’t always agree with his views, but I 
appreciated his honesty and his many past accomplishments. Andy Rooney’s finest hour, I 
always thought, came in the early ’90s, when the network’s owner at the time, Laurence Tisch, 
was selling off all of the network’s corporate brethren that helped make it “The Tiffany 
Network” in the first place. He yearned to peddle the whole broadcasting operation to 
Westinghouse. Property being property in a capitalistic society, he could buy and sell it the way 
anyone could buy or sell an ’86 Ford station wagon. But that didn’t mean CBS was Tisch’s 
network, said Rooney. It was, among many other people’s, Rooney’s because he and his 
colleagues had invested their entire lives in the network—their hopes, aspirations, imaginations 
and hard work. They didn’t merely invest money. To paraphrase, Rooney had made a far greater 
investment in the CBS network than Tisch. What he said wasn’t meant to be melodramatic, but it 
had stark power anyway. In any world purporting to be civilized, investments of body and soul 
are never to be forgotten—or ignored. 
 
Jesus’ costly investment of Himself for our redemption should serve as a reminder, a “focal 
point” for our faith. His sacrifice changed everything for us; but it also serves as an example of 
how we are to trust Him and serve Him in difficult times. Just before the events of His betrayal, 
trail, and crucifixion, He shared three important truths with His disciples that would provide a 
foundation for their lives of faithfulness through difficult times.  
 
1. There is No Glory Without Suffering (John 12:23)  
Isn’t it interesting that on the eve of His crucifixion, Jesus said to His disciples, “The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified?” Was He ignoring everything that was to happen 
between that point and the time He would rise from the dead? Was He unaware of the incredible 
pain the next twenty-four hours would bring? Of course not. When Jesus told His disciples it was 
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time for Him to be glorified, He was fully aware of all the suffering that would come with 
glorification.  
 
Before the resurrection came the cross. Before the cross came betrayal, beatings, and 
humiliation. Every knee will bow to the name of Jesus only because of the great sacrifice He 
made beforehand. Jesus looked ahead of this suffering to the future glory, even referring to it as 
His ‘glorification’ (vs. 23). But He knew that suffering came first.  
 
It is true for us that following Christ is not a life of ease (vs. 25,26a). Jesus Himself warned His 
disciples earlier, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for My sake will find it.” Matthew 16:24-25 (NKJV)  
 
Application: Can you think of anything you’ve ever accomplished that didn’t have some element 
of hard work, sacrifice, or pain connected to it? Whether it’s training for a marathon, losing 
weight, or building a business, there will be some pain connected to the process.  And while it’s 
a cliché to say so, the only way to endure the training is to be focused on the end result, be it the 
finish line, the smaller dress size, or the successful launch of the start up. Eyes on the prize. This 
is what the author of Hebrews meant when he described Jesus as “the source and perfecter of our 
faith, who, for the joy that lay before Him, endured a cross…” (Heb. 12:2) 
 
2. There is No Fruitful Life Without Death (John 12:24)  
Jesus likened His coming death to the sowing of a grain of wheat. When a seed is sown in the 
ground and dies there comes the beauty of a flowering plant, and the bounty of useful food that 
blesses many. The seed is fulfilling its purpose.  
 
Without our death to self, there is no fruitful life in Christ. Our plans, aspirations, and ideas of 
self-promotion must all die to the supremacy of Christ, or we will never realize and enjoy our 
purpose in this life (see John 12:25; Matthew 16:24-25 above).  
 
Application: Think about a caterpillar. When you see a beautiful butterfly, it looks absolutely 
nothing like a caterpillar. And the reason is because the caterpillar is no more. It sealed itself 
inside a chrysalis, and it died. What came out of the cocoon was not the same creature that 
crawled into it. And if the butterfly could speak for itself, it would probably tell you it had no 
desire to return to the creepy-crawly thing it had once been. 2 Corinthians 5:17 describes the 
believer in the same way: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away, and look, new things have come.” 
 
Is there something you need to die to in order to experience life in Christ?  
 
3. There is No Victory Without Surrender (John 12:25-26)  
Jesus was completely surrendered to the Father’s will and plan for our redemption. His life was 
not enough; our salvation required His death. Jesus knew this, and surrendered to it.  
 
It is a confusing paradox: surrender to attain victory. Give up our rights to everything to gain 
everything. And yet, this is just the formula Christ not only modeled, but demands of us. 
Surrender all to His Lordship, to His control. And He Who has already won the victory will grant 
us victory over sin and circumstances.  
 
Application/Illustration: The 2014 Kentucky Wildcats had the number one recruiting class in the 
nation. They had more McDonald’s All-Americans coming in than any college basketball 
program, ever. Yet, this team struggled throughout the season. Experts and analysts identified the 
problem: all these guys, each one of them a superstar in high school, had problems listening to 
their coach and playing as a team. For any team to succeed, its individual members have to be 
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willing to surrender their own will, their own ideas, and sometimes even their own name 
recognition in order to win.  
 
What about you? Jesus modeled what it means to surrender your own desires for something 
greater. Do you struggle with trying to be “in charge?” Do you crave the spotlight and the 
recognition? Do you need people to believe you have it all together? There is no victory without 
surrender.  
 
Closing:  
Note the contrasts: loneliness or fruitfulness. Losing your life or keeping your life. Serving self 
or serving for life. Pleasing self or receiving honor from God. Remembering these truths that 
Jesus modeled will serve as a catalyst to “focus our faith” during troubling times. When troubles 
arise look with the eye of faith to “see Jesus”. Jesus endured and was victorious. We can endure 
by His power and example and enjoy victory in our faith as well.  
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