
 

Sermon Series: Ready: Ministering to Those in Crisis 
To be used with: Session Three: Ready When Sickness Comes to Stay 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 When Heaven is Silent 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, 12:7-10 
 

Connection to Unit Theme:  Ready: Ministering Life to Those in Crisis is designed to help 
equip God’s people to serve those who are experiencing different crisis. Session Two is called 
“Ready When Sickness Comes to Stay” and is based on 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 and 12:7-10. The 
Point of the study is “God’s grace is sufficient, even in times of sickness.” 
 
These text based sermons draw from the same Scripture passages as the small group studies, but 
explore other themes from the passage. This way, you as the pastor can reinforce the passage 
without repeating the small group study.  
 
Introduction:  
 
We love stories about answered prayer. We get a thrill hearing accounts of God’s miraculous 
interventions in people’s lives. It motivates us to be more diligent about prayer, so we pray. 
We’re specific, confident, and bold. We’re absolutely convinced God will answer. We feel a 
level of faith and enthusiasm that we’ve never experienced before.  
 
But other times, We ask, seek and knock…and God is silent. The thing that we wanted does not 
materialize. Our zeal is crushed and we wonder what happened. 
 
We ask ourselves and God: “Is it worth it?” “Did I do something wrong?” “Does God even hear 
me?” “Does He care?” 
 
Many of you who have children have probably seen the movie “The Santa Clause” where Tim 
Allen, after causing Santa to fall off of his roof becomes the new Santa Claus. In that movie, 
Tim’s ex-wife and her new husband both confess that they no longer believe in Santa Claus. And 
they tell when it was in their lives that they stopped believing in him and what caused it. It was 
when requests that they had made of Santa were denied. When they didn’t get what they wanted, 
they responded by simply closing themselves off to the reality of Santa Claus. 
 
Some people respond that way to God when they don’t receive what they ask for. Cable 
television mogul Ted Turner, who is now one of the loudest voices criticizing Christianity, said 
he had a strict Christian upbringing. He even considered becoming a missionary at one point in 
his life. The Atlanta Journal Constitution quoted him as saying that he was saved seven or eight 
times in his life. But he said he became disenchanted with Christianity when despite his prayers 
that she would get well, his sister still died.  
 
God’s “no” is not just limited to those who are living sinful lives. No matter how spiritual you 
may be, there are going to be times that God says “No” to your prayers. It doesn’t matter how 
much you have sacrificed or endured for the cause of Christ. Ask Paul. He had endured a lot. [list 
some of the sufferings that he had endured] It doesn’t matter either how much you have 
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accomplished for the cause of Christ. There will be times that it feels like God has turned a deaf 
ear to your requests. Again, Paul is an example of one who had accomplished a great deal for 
God. He had started many new churches, written down portions of the Bible, and trained young 
pastors and missionaries. But even for him, there were times that heaven was silent. If it 
happened to Paul, it will certainly happen to you. How are you going to respond when it happens 
in your life? How are you going to make it through? I want to give you six Christ-honoring 
responses that you can make a part of your life when you face one of those times when God says 
“No” to your heart-felt desire. We find these in 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
 
[Read Passage] 
1. Treat trials as a gift from God (v. 7) 
 
Notice Paul says the thorn was “given to me” 
 
You can treat trials as a… 

• Nuisance to be ignored “just go away”; “problems solve themselves”;  
That noise in the car, or the numbness in your left arm, or the bills that you receive and 
immediately throw into file 13. You don’t pray about them because you refuse to even 
acknowledge their existence. 

• Punishment to be endured – “I deserve everything that I’m getting. Just better grin and bear it. It 
will be gone before too long.” 

• Problem to be solved  
• Battle to be waged – are you going to fight against God? 

 

But Paul encourages us to see them as gifts to be accepted. “the point of prayer is to get God’s 
will accomplished on earth not man’s will accomplished in heaven.”  
 

• Gifts bring joy. James 1:2 – “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials 
knowing this, that the trying of your faith produces patience. 

• Gifts come from people who love you. 
• Gifts, at least the best ones, come from people who know you. Those who know you best are able 

to give you gifts they know fit your personality or your needs.  
 

2. Remember what God has already said.  
Paul got the thorn in the first place so he would not exalt himself over the “extraordinary 
revlations” God had given him. That had to have given him perspective on the other times in his 
life when God seemed silent.  
Remember the words from the Great hymn, “The Solid Rock?”  

 
“When darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace. In every high 
and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. His oath, his covenant, his blood 
support me in the whelming flood. When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my 
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hope and stay. On Christ the Solid Rock I stand. All other ground is sinking sand. All 
other ground is sinking sand.”  

 
Think about some of the surpassing great revelations that God has given to you. Go back to the 
book of Psalms. Listen as the writers struggle with their own questions about unanswered prayer 
and a God that seems far away. Listen to them complain over the fact that at the time when they 
most needed to see God’s face, that His face seemed to be hidden. And then listen to them find 
confidence in the promises of God that will never change no matter how our world may be 
changing all around us. 
 
3. Continue praying to God (v. 8) 
 
“Concerning this, I pleaded with the Lord three times to take it away from me.” 
 
Paul’s prayer was persistent and it was passionate. When Paul talked about praying 3 times, that 
doesn’t mean that he casually prayed over this need 3 times and then quit. It doesn’t mean that he 
added an addendum at the end of his breakfast, lunch, and dinner prayers: “Thanks for this food, 
God. And oh yeah, if you would be so kind, please take away this problem that I’ve got.” No, 
Paul pleaded with God! The word that is translated “pleaded” is the same word that is used to 
describe the way that Jairus asked for the healing of his daughter who was dying (Mk 5:23). It 
was how a leper sought cleansing from his leprosy (Mk. 1:40). And it was how a servant begged 
his master for mercy over a bill that he owed so that he would not be thrown into prison and 
separated from his family (Mt 18:29). How would you pray if your daughter was dying? How 
would you pray if your limbs were being destroyed with leprosy? How would you pray if you 
were getting ready to be separated from your family that you loved because of a debt that you 
owed? 
 
The first response that many people give when God doesn’t come through for them is that they 
give up on God or they give up on prayer. And that’s before they ever get to the pleading level. 
They may have hinted, suggested, or even asked, but they haven’t pleaded. It may very well be 
that God is just waiting until you are flat on your face before Him laying it all on the line, 
humiliating yourself in His eyes before He will give you the answer to your prayer. “God resists 
the proud but gives grace unto the humble.” 
 
The only reason that Paul quit praying this particular request was because God gave Him an 
answer. It just so happened that that answer was “no”. Paul accepted that answer and continued 
on with his life.  
 
P.U.S.H. – Pray Until Something Happens. Don’t give up praying until something happens either 
to change your situation or to change you. A little boy told his teacher one day that he had lost 
his marble. He asked if he could have prayer that God would enable him to find it. She was a 
Christian, and so she agreed. The next day, she hesitantly asked the little boy if he had found his 
marble. He answered, “No ma’am, but he took away my desire for it.” 
 
4. Listen for God’s voice. “My grace is sufficient” (v.9) 
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We allow so many things to compete for our attention in our lives. We are so busy. There’s no 
time and no motivation to just sit down and listen. Sometimes, the only time that we’re willing to 
listen to what God has to say – the only way that He can get us still long enough to get our 
attention – is by knocking the breath out of us. He says, “Be still and know that I am God.” It 
may be that we have to be on our faces in sorrow and suffering before we are willing to listen. 
God can speak through our tears. Listen for His voice. 
 
Don’t limit where the voice of God might be found. Elijah didn’t hear it where he expected. He 
didn’t hear it in the great wind or the fire or in the earthquake. He heard it in a gentle whisper – a 
still, small voice. (1 Kings 19:11,12) God used a little boy by the name of Samuel to cause Eli to 
hear His voice. If you’re waiting for the miraculous for God to communicate His message to you, 
you’re going to have a long wait. God uses everyday occurrences to show us His desires. 
 
In the middle of a crisis, you may hear all kinds of voices telling you what you need to do. God 
may be saying something to you, but in all the confusion, you can’t sort it out. You can’t 
understand God’s message. One of the principles of biblical interpretation – or even a principle 
of life really – is that you interpret difficult or unclear passages by clear passages. As you face 
your struggle, you may feel like you need to go a particular direction, but you are unsure. What 
should you do? Go to the Bible. Judge what you are feeling by what has already been revealed to 
you in the Bible. What God says to you in your spirit will never conflict with what God has 
already said in His Word. 
 
5. Trust in God’s power. “power is made perfect” (v. 9) 
 
Paul’s question in the midst of all of this and his reason for even asking God to take this problem 
away was because he thought that he could be a more effective servant for God, He could 
accomplish more for God if God would just heal him. It would make him more powerful. 
 
But I guess that’s part of the issue. God wanted Paul to be in a position where he was forced to 
realize and remember that anything of any substance that was accomplished was because of 
God’s power not because of Paul’s power. Paul was in a position where the temptation would 
have been great for him to start to take credit for some of the things that God had accomplished 
through his life. And Paul even recognized that the reason that he was given this “thorn in the 
flesh” was in order to keep him humble. He needed to remember that he was not battery operated  
 
There are physical conditions that people face that cause them to ask, “How am I ever going to 
make it through this? How am I ever going to be of use to God, to my family or to anyone else in 
the condition that I am in now?” And God answers, “My strength is made perfect in weakness.”  
 
When you have nagging problems that just won’t go away – a pain that will not subside, a child 
that will not obey, a co-worker that will not respect you, a loss that you just can’t seem to 
recover from – and you wonder, “God, is your power strong enough to enable me to handle 
this?”,  He responds with, “My strength is greatest when you are weakest. I can get you through 
anything.” 
 
When God chooses not to use His power to alleviate the pain, trust in God’s power to see you 
through the pain.  
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6. Serve God right where you are. “So I take pleasure in weakness.” (v. 10) 
  
You want God to change your situation, but did you ever think that God has put you in that 
situation to use you right in the middle of it? Don’t ask God to change things until you’ve looked 
for and found how you can minister in or be changed by the circumstance that you face. God 
doesn’t do anything without a reason.  
 
Joni Earekson Tada had her life forever changed one day. She was diving with some friends and 
misjudged the depth of the water. She hit her head when she went in and broke her neck. She 
was just a teenager. And now, she was destined to live her life as a quadrapalegic. She could 
have given up. She got mad at God and the world for a while. But then God did a great work in 
her life. She took up art. She began to draw and paint. How could she do that, you ask? She does 
it by placing the pencil or paintbrush in her mouth and using it to produce great artwork. She has 
broadened her ministry now. She has produced music and has written books. Did she pray for 
God to heal her? I’m sure that she did. God said, “No”. Instead, He is using her “disability” to 
bring glory to Himself and encouragement to other people. 
 
Conclusion 
 
God will not grant our every request. He will not take away every pain. But He will always be 
there to gently wrap us in His arms of love, wipe our tears and give us the strength and 
motivation to live another day. 
How are you going to respond to God when He says “NO”? Are you going to push Him away, or 
are you going to pull Him tighter than you ever have before and let Him wrap His loving arms 
around you? 
 
 
Adapted from “When Heaven is Silent” Sermon by Chris Talton, Chris teaches Bible Colonial 
Hills Christian School in Lithia Springs, Ga, and has pastored in Bridgeport, WVUsed with 
permission.  
 
 


