
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session Three: What We Work For 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Unity: It Does a Body Good! 
 One 
Scripture: Acts 4:32-37; 5:1-10,14 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These theme-based sermon outlines will cover the same 
topics as are being studied in the small groups, but using different supporting Scriptures. This 
will allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small group leaders are talking about without 
“stealing their thunder.”  
 
Session 3 is called “What We Work For.” The Point of the session is “Support God’s Kingdom 
Work With Your Income.”  
 
Introduction:  
 
Have you ever had a need that was met by someone in the church and it came at just the right 
time?” How did that bless you and make you feel? [Share a time in your life when you had a 
need that was met by someone in the church and how it blessed you.]  
 
The church is the body of Christ and the body of Christ is composed of individuals who know 
Jesus as Savior.  Only when the body functions in the way that our creator intended can we get a 
clearer picture of our mission as it relates to serving and what we are to work for. So how does 
the body function? 
 
I. We must work to be unified (Acts 4:32) 
 
At this time in history the church was experiencing great persecution from both the Romans who 
feared an insurrection in Jerusalem and the Jewish religious leaders who feared an overthrow in 
the balance of religious power (Acts 4:25-31). In facing opposition from all sides it was 
imperative that believers came together in unity just to survive.  This unity was displayed, as 
“All the believers were one in heart and mind.”   
 

This phrase masterfully brings together both the Greek ideal of friendship "a single soul 
[mia psyche] dwelling in two bodies" (Aristotle in Diogenes Laertius Lives of the 
Philosophers 5.20) and the Old Testament ideal of total loyalty (1 Chron 12:39). 
(IVP New Testament Commentary on Acts) 

 
The blessing of unity is not a new concept as David spoke of it in Psalms 133 when he wrote, 
“How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity.”  When God’s people unite, 
the divine explodes into an expressive living reality.  
 
Today, possibly as much as any other time in history, we need the body of Christ to unite. 
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• As a global body, we should work to unite over the persecution the church is facing all 
over the world and to complete the mission of sharing Christ with every people group. 

• As a national body, we should unite to set the example for a decaying morality within our 
culture and to further advance the gospel in our nation. 

• As a local body we should unite to serve our communities for the glory of Christ and the 
advancement of the gospel. 

• Individually, we should serve one another in love so that no one has needs that go unmet 
and the gospel of Christ can be advanced. 

 
Unifying the body of Christ is hard work and quite frankly can only be accomplished when we 
allow the Holy Spirit to take control of our lives (Acts 1:8). However, there is no more rewarding 
or impactful work than this, for when we unify together it allows us to meet the existing needs of 
those Christ calls us to love and serve. 
  
 
II. Unity allows needs to be fulfilled (Acts 4:32, 34) 

 
The scripture clearly indicates that members of the early church were of the mental disposition 
that, although their possessions in life physically belonged to them, they were given to be of use 
for the common good. “No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they 
shared everything they had” (Acts 4:32b). These acts of sharing were a powerful testimony and 
revelation of the divine activity of the Spirit within the church. They also served as a binding 
agent - drawing people into community with one another and allowing them to persevere in the 
midst of persecution.  
 
Today, unity within the church is under severe attack from the enemy. This issue sometimes 
serves as a major point of contention from those outside of the church as to why they do not want 
to be a part of the church. Dis-unity rears its ugly head within the body when a haughty spirit 
appears and we incorrectly believe that our opinions, ideas, possessions, even our very lives are 
more important than others’. Scripture says, “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit 
before a fall” (Prov. 16:18). Therefore, it is imperative to the church both now and in the future 
to lead by example through unifying to fulfill the needs within the body (Acts 4:34).  Sharing, 
giving, and serving one another as the opportunities are presented can accomplish this. It will 
also bring power to the presentation of the gospel, which is the work we are all called to engage. 
 
III. Unity reveals the power of the gospel (Acts 4:33, 5:1-10) 

 
There is evidence here in the narrative to support the idea that since the body of Christ was of 
one heart and mind and meeting the needs of the people, it then released the apostles to 
concentrate on sharing the gospel with power (Acts 4:33).  As the unified body of Christ cares 
for the needs of its members, it serves to spread the power of God’s grace throughout the church.  
 
On the other hand, as the narrative continues, it also gives a clear example of the consequences 
of those who desire to circumvent the blessing of grace and unity and to exude dishonesty and 
selfishness (Acts 5:1-10). Both Ananias and his wife Sapphira determined in their hearts that 
they were indeed worthy of more than their fair share of profit from a real estate transaction. It 
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wasn’t that they didn’t want to give the profit of the sale but that they lied about how much the 
property had been sold for.  
 

• The unity of the body was threatened by the actions of Ananias and Sapphira. 
• The consequences of their actions were swift and severe so that unity would not be 

disrupted. 
• A holy fear came upon the people who heard of these events. 

 
The two extremes we witness here contrast the generous actions of the unified body of Christ 
with the selfish actions of Ananias and Sapphira. After seeing these examples in scripture, we 
can corporately and individually ask the following questions:  
 

• Have I been working in unity to apply scripture in my personal walk? 
• Am I in unity with others in the church (the body of Christ)? 
• Am I giving to others proportionate to the blessing I have received in life or am I holding 

out on God? 
• Do my actions allow the gospel to be presented in power through my life and my church? 

 
Both the actions of the unified body and the consequences given to Ananias and Sapphira helped 
propel the gospel forward powerfully and helped the kingdom grow rapidly during this time. 
 
  
IV. Unity allows the kingdom to grow (Acts 5:14) 
 
As believers we know that God’s original and singular plan was to use those who have trusted 
Christ as Savior to continue the propagation of the gospel message till the end of time. Kingdom 
growth is and always has been priority number one for the believer. However, just as in the time 
of the apostles, the church is under severe persecution that is moving at a carnivorous pace that is 
alarming even to the trained and aware believer. This should not distress us or send shockwaves 
of fear because we serve a sovereign God who is in control. Therefore, we should continue in the 
biblical precedent that follows. 
 

• We should continue to extend grace.  
• We should continue to love one another. 
• We should continue to serve one another. 
• We should continue to give to one another as needs arise. 
• We should continue to share the gospel. 

 
 When done in the spirit, these things will set us apart as believers and continue to serve as an 
attractive draw as the spirit woos people to the Savior and his bride the church.  
 
Conclusion: 
 
In closing today the invitation is simple: are you, am I, are we… unified under the authority of 
scripture? Is our body - this church - worthy to be set before our community as an example of 
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who God’s people really are? Do we meet the needs of our own members?  Do we freely show 
God’s grace and mercy to others?   If so, can we commit today to extend our influence deeper 
into our community? If not, let’s commit to begin today to deepen our obedience to the Father 
and discover what true unity can look like within our own congregation.  
 
Eric Vaughan is Executive Director of Compassion Center, Northwest Arkansas. He is a 
graduate of Oklahoma Baptist & Liberty Theological Seminary. He and his wife Pamela live in 
Rogers, Arkansas with their two children, Victoria and Madison.  


