
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session Three: What We Work For 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 The Joy of Generosity 
 Generosity is a Heart Issue 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These text-based sermon outlines will cover the same 
Scripture passages and topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a different 
perspective. This will allow you as the pastor to reinforce the session without repeating it. 
 
Session 3 is called “What We Work For.” The Point of the session is “Support God’s Kingdom 
work with your income.” The small group session reminds us that the money we receive for our 
labor can be used for great good. This sermon teaches some powerful truths regarding 
generosity. Like the Sunday School lesson this sermon reminds us that it is not about the money; 
it is about the heart. 

 
Introduction: Stories of generosity should be of no surprise to Christians. Almost 2,000 years 
ago, Jesus declared this wonderful truth about life and giving: “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive” (Acts 20:35 ESV). More happiness comes from giving than in getting. The joyful 
people on earth are givers. You’ve heard the statement: Give until it hurts. That’s a lie. People 
don’t give because it hurts. They give because it feels good.  
 
That truth is based on Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth. The church in Jerusalem had fallen 
on hard times. Everywhere Paul went, he took up a collection to help the Jerusalem church. The 
churches of northern Greece—an area called Macedonia had responded in a tremendous fashion. 
This letter was written to the Christians in southern Greece—in Corinth—and Paul asked them to 
give the same way. Paul used the generosity of the Macedonians as a good example for the 
Corinthians to follow. His words to the Corinthian believers, regarding joyful generosity, are 
recorded in 2 Corinthians 8, providing truths to live by. 
 
I. Generosity is an act of grace (8:1, 9).  
 
All we believe about generosity must begin with the truth that giving is an act of grace. When 
Paul spoke of the “grace” given to the Macedonians, he meant that as they had received the grace 
of God, so now that same grace motivated them to give to the poor saints in Jerusalem. 
 
Christians are generous not because they have been manipulated, coerced, cajoled. We give not 
because of guilt, but because of grace—God’s riches at Christ expense lavished on us. We give 
because of what Jesus has done for us. 
 
Let me reverse it and look at generosity another way. If God has not done anything for you, don’t 
give him a dime. If you feel that God has not graced your life, then there is no reason to give at 
all. But, if your life has been radically changed, then you have a reason to give.  
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II. Generosity is not necessarily related to income (8:2).  
 
Paul brings four things together that we wouldn’t normally join together: afflictions, poverty, 
joy, generosity. But it wasn’t just any kind of affliction; it was severe affliction. And it wasn’t 
just at the poverty level; it was extreme poverty. The Macedonian Christians were not rich folks. 
Now think about it: affliction and poverty don’t seem to go with joy and generosity, do they?  
 
These people were dirt poor. Most of us would say to a person without much money, “Don’t 
spend anything else. Hold on to everything. And don’t give any either. Save your money. You 
can always give later.” We like to hold on to our money when we’re going broke. Not the 
Macedonians. They said, “We’re going broke. We’d better give it away now before it’s all 
gone.” 
 
III. Generosity is not necessarily related to positive circumstances (8:2).  
 
Paul speaks of a “severe test” in verse two that had come to the Macedonians—perhaps a wave 
of persecution from unbelievers. But that did not hinder them at all. Since their generosity was 
not dependent on good circumstances, it was not deterred by bad circumstances. They gave 
because their hearts were fully committed to Christ.  
 
IV. Generosity is not related to the amount (8:3).  
 
The Macedonians, though they were desperately poor, gave as much as they could, and then they 
gave some more. That is, they gave more than they should have given. They gave “beyond their 
means.” They gave and gave and when they got to their “limit,” they blew right past it and kept 
on giving. This sort of thing can only happen when the heart is transformed and set free from the 
stranglehold of materialism. 
 
V. Generosity looks for opportunities to give even more (8:4).  
 
The Macedonians begged Paul for an opportunity to give even more. Paul didn’t have to beg for 
money. The people begged him to let them give. I’m still waiting for that to happen in my 
ministry. When the heart is free, we no longer feel like we have to hold on so tightly, and we 
actually start looking for ways to give even more. 
 
VI. Generosity comes as we yield ourselves to the Lord, then we find the joy we seek 

(8:2).  
 
That’s exactly what happened to the Macedonians. Not even their “severe test of affliction” 
could take away their joy. And their poverty was no barrier to their generosity. Because they had 
given themselves completely to the Lord, they were free. Because they were free, they had 
overflowing joy. And because they had such joy, neither poverty nor trials could stop them from 
being generous. 
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VII. Generosity surprises ourselves and others by how much we are free to give (8:5).  
Because Paul knew of their extreme poverty and their severe trial, and because he did not want to 
burden them, he expected them to give a certain amount and no more. And if they had given that 
amount, Paul would have been satisfied, and the Lord would have been glorified, and the poor 
Christians in Jerusalem would have been helped. All would be well. There was no obligation for 
them to go beyond Paul’s expectation or what they themselves could afford to do. But they blew 
right through every expectation put on them by others. They “blew the roof off” in their 
generosity. That’s what happens when we are free, and filled with joy, and when giving 
becoming a blessing, not a burden. Free grace leads to free giving, and since grace is abundant, 
giving is also abundant. That’s how grace works. It produces far more than the law could have 
demanded. 
 
VIII. Generosity is the result of hearts given fully to the Lord (8:5).  
 
They did not give out of guilt or frustration or in response to pressure or manipulation. They 
gave because they wanted to. And they wanted to because they had willingly surrendered 
everything to the Lord.  
 
They understood that generosity has nothing to do with how much money you have. Generosity 
is about a heart set free from the love of money and therefore so filled with joy that giving is a 
blessing, not a burden.  
 
Some people are still stuck on the money. It’s not about money at all. It’s about your heart, 
which is where all true generosity begins.  
 
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, Cindy, have  
one child.  


