
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session One: Good Work 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Work as a Gift 
 Working for a Living 
Scripture: Genesis 6:9-22 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These theme-based sermon outlines will cover the same 
topics as are being studied in the small groups, but using different supporting Scriptures. This 
will allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small group leaders are talking about without 
“stealing their thunder.”  
 
Session 1 is called “Good Work.” The Point of the session is “Work is a gift from God, not a 
curse.”  
 
In our culture today many people view work as a means to an end-merely a way to supply them 
with the funding necessary to fulfill life’s needs and desires. However, scripture identifies work 
as a gift from our Creator. This gift from God infuses purpose into our lives and gives substantial 
meaning to the work in which we engage that produces a blessing as well. 
 
Introduction: 
Open the message with a moment of vulnerability. As ministers we understand that the calling to 
full-time ministry is indeed a high calling but it does not come without its frustrations and “bad 
days.” Share with your people a day in the life of being a pastor when you just wondered, “Am I 
really making a difference?” Or maybe you thought, “I just want this day, week, month, or 
season of life to be over.” The probability that everyone in your church has had one of those days 
is high and you will instantly connect with the crowd. Conclude your opening remarks by asking 
the question, “Do we really believe that this is what God intended work to be like? Let’s take a 
look at scripture and find out. 
 
[Read Genesis 6:9-22] 
 
I. The high calling of righteous living (Gen. 6:9-10) 
 

• Our circumstances should not control our actions. Have you ever heard the saying, 
“What’s popular is not always right and what’s right is not always popular”? That quote 
fits the circumstances of Noah’s life. He was living in a godless time with mankind 
spiraling out of control and violence filling the earth. Sound familiar? How is it then, that 
Noah maintains his relationship with God? Is it possible that in our culture with political 
and social issues beyond our control and a government seemingly spiraling downward 
that we, too, can maintain our relationship with Christ and respond properly at home, at 
work, and in the community? The answer of course, is yes. Like Noah we cannot control 
our circumstances, but through the power of the Holy Spirit we can control our response 
to each and every situation in which we find ourselves. We are called to obedience as a 
way of expressing our love to Christ (John 14:23, 1st John 5:3) and it is that commitment 
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to obedience that empowers the Holy Spirit through us to control our response, and thus, 
like Noah be regarded as living righteously. 
 

• Our actions produce a reputation with our community. We can also see that righteous 
living through obedience to Christ produces a godly reputation in the community in 
which we reside. Noah was found blameless before the people he lived among and 
secured a stellar reputation because of his obedience to God. Ask yourself the tough 
question or better yet ask your neighbors, bosses, co-workers or your wife the tough 
question, “What’s my reputation where I live and work?”  Whatever the response, you 
can change or maintain your reputation through a commitment to obeying Christ and 
living out his commands in the community (Acts 2:47).   

 
II. The impact of wicked living (Genesis 6:11-12) 
 

• Disobedience always leads to discipline On the opposite side of that coin is trying to 
make those choices at work, in the home, and in the community apart from a relationship 
with Christ and a commitment to obey his commands. That leaves us making choices that 
rely on our human experiences and wisdom. It’s called doing what’s right in our own 
eyes and that doesn’t ever go very well as we can see from scripture (Prov. 14:12). The 
world in the time of Noah was in chaos as men were doing what was right in their own 
eyes and God was about to bring discipline through the curse of death. 

 
III. The call to work (Genesis 6:13-17) 

 
• Work with a purpose: Noah – a righteous man in the midst of a chaotic world - was 

called by God to engage in a project with purpose. Yes, God called Noah to get to work. 
The work God called Noah to do was designed with a higher purpose that would fulfill an 
even greater plan. Have you ever wondered at times what the purpose of your job really 
is? Have you ever considered that maybe God has placed you specifically in your current 
job for a greater purpose?  God raised up Moses -a shepherd - so he could lead the 
Israelites out of bondage. He raised up Joseph – a slave and prisoner - to save his people 
from famine and possible death. He even raised a dead man - Lazarus – to help spread the 
good news of Jesus and show us that nothing is too hard for God. Imagine what He can 
do through you right where you work. 
 

• Work with specificity: Noah’s work not only had a purpose, but it was specific in nature. 
God gave explicit instructions for Noah to follow so that God’s greater purpose could be 
fulfilled. God does the same thing for us today. We have specific instructions to follow so 
that God’s greater purpose on this earth can be fulfilled. 

o Great Commission (Matt 28:19-20) 
o Great Commandment (Matt. 22:37-40) 

 
Understanding these two scriptures will give greater depth to whatever job, circumstance, or 
position we find ourselves in this very day. 
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• Work that leads to a blessing: Noah’s work had purpose, it was specific, and the result 
was miraculous. Noah, his family, and the earth’s entire eco-system were blessed in many 
ways. However, as we look at the blessing that resulted from Noah’s effort at work we 
cannot forget that all of these results would have been forfeited had Noah not responded 
to God in obedience. Consider where you are at today in your walk with Christ, are you 
receiving the blessing that comes with obedience? Let’s look together at what that 
blessing looked like for Noah and what it could look like for you! 

 
IV. The result of our work (Genesis 6:18-22) 

 
• It leads to protection: Noah and his family were extended protection from the curse of 

death during the flood. Today God’s protection is over his followers who are working 
toward the completion of the greater plan of God (John17: 11) 

• It leads to production: Noah was able to construct an Ark that by current standards might 
be considered impossible to do in those days. Noah was incredibly productive as he 
maintained his work under the direction of God. Like Noah we can be productive beyond 
our human abilities as we maintain our obedience and openness to the direction and 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

• It leads to deeper relationships: Like Noah who lived a righteous life and found favor 
with those he lived and worked among so to would our relationships deepen with our co-
workers, supervisors, friends, and family as we continue to be guided by the Holy Spirit 
and make the right choices in all areas of our lives. Obedience to Christ lived out always 
results in deeper and more meaningful relationships. 

• It leads to provision : Scripture identifies that God provided for all of Noah and his 
family both while they were on the Ark and after leaving it and that provision was in 
relation to Noah’s obedience (6:22, 7:5). In the same manner as we obey Christ and live 
according to his will we will have the provision we need for a successful and fruitful life 
(Malachi 3:10). 

• It leads to worship : I love worship! Worship comes from the overflow of our obedience. 
Noah obeyed the Lord and the Lord responded with His protection and provision and in 
Genesis 8:20 that resulted in Noah building an altar to worship and thank the Lord. Think 
for a moment, how is your daily obedience helping or hindering your worship of the 
Lord? What actions steps can you take today to be able to worship Christ deeper? 

 
Conclusion:  
 
Will you choose today to begin or continue to live life in a righteous manner? 

• Will you respond to his call in your life? 
• Will you be careful to obey all that he has commanded? 

 
Will you work where God has placed you? 

• Will you seek to understand the purpose of your work and how that can be a blessing to 
you and others 

• Will you connect with and participate in the greater plan of Christ where you work, live, 
and serve? 
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Today will you choose to make Christ the Lord of your life by connecting with him on a personal 
level allowing forgiveness to take hold in you, confessing your need for Christ? Today could be 
your day of blessing. Lets pray. 
 
Eric Vaughan is Executive Director of Compassion Center, Northwest Arkansas. He is a 
graduate of Oklahoma Baptist & Liberty Theological Seminary. He and his wife Pamela live in 
Rogers, Arkansas with their two children, Victoria and Madison.  
 
 
 
 
 


