
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Priceless: 
Finding Your Value in God these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: Someone once remarked that the worst of all possible moments for an 
atheist is to feel truly thankful and have no one to thank. While most of us are not actual 
atheists; sometimes we act as practical atheists. An actual atheist has no God to thank. 
A practical atheist has a God to thank, but never thinks of doing it. We never get around 
to God. 
 
America is proof that the blessings of God can wean us from remembering the 
necessity of God. John Henry Jowett once said, “A man’s devotion is apt to dwindle as 
he becomes more successful. Our piety does not keep pace with our purse. Absorption 
in bounty makes us forgetful of the Giver. We can be so concerned in the pasture that 
the Shepherd is forgotten. Our very fullness is apt to become our foe.”  
 
Psalm 8 is the joyous ode of a man who can’t believe his place in the created order but 
is eternally grateful for it. David, the writer, perhaps alone one night stares at the vast 
expanse of the sky and considers the God who put it all into place. He doesn’t forget the 
source of all blessings and the corresponding benefit. 
 

1. Because of God’s name, we should be thankful that we are invited into a 
relationship with God. 

When God revealed his name, he made himself known to us. He no longer was a 
distant deity separated from his creation. He chose to move into the neighborhood, take 
up residence with us, and allow himself to be known.  
 
Jim Elliot, the martyred missionary, wrote in his personal journal: “I walked out on the 
hill just now. It is exalting, delicious, to stand embraced by the shadows of a friendly 
tree with the wind tugging at your coattail and the heavens hailing your heart, to gaze 
and glory and give oneself again to God—what more could a man ask? Oh, the 
fullness, pleasure, sheer excitement of knowing God on earth! I care not if I never raise 
my voice again for Him, if only I may love Him, please Him . . . If only I may see Him, 
touch His garments, and smile into His eyes.” 
 
Here was a man thankful for the relationship he had with God. Here was a man who 
was known by God and knew God.  
 

Sermon Series:  Priceless: Finding Your Value in God 
To be used with:  Session Seven: Cherished in God’s Eyes 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Thankful to God 
Scripture: Psalm 8:1-9 
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2. Because of God’s glory, we should be thankful that he has allowed us to 
share in his likeness.  

The glory of God is the essence of his nature, the weight of his importance, the 
radiance of his splendor, the demonstration of his power, and the atmosphere of his 
presence. 
 
We don’t possess that glory, we radiate it. Like Moses returning from Mount Sinai 
whose face was radiant after meeting God, our faces shine like a glow-in-the-dark 
figure, too.  
 
As believers we have been given the awesome privilege and responsibility to reflect 
God’s glory. A poem given to me by a friend says: “We, like the moon have no light, no 
energy, no power. Yet, we, like the moon when touched by the Son—Cast his brilliance 
on the blackest of nights.”  
 

3. Because of God’s heaven, we should be thankful that God is preparing a 
special place for us.  

With the night sky stretched out before him David literally “sees” the moon and the 
stars. He sees the heavens. 
 
Life is more than the here and now. Life has a future focus, and for believers, an eternal 
home. Heaven is a prepared place for those who chose to call God their Father. We 
have Jesus’ word on that.  He told his disciples not to worry about death, not to worry 
about their heavenly residence. That place is more beautiful than we could ever 
imagine. We can’t begin to put it into words. When asked, “What is heaven like?” R. G. 
Lee replied, “Heaven is the most beautiful place the mind of God could conceive and 
the hand of God could create.”  
 

4. Because of God’s fingers, we should be thankful for the creation that we 
enjoy.  

God’s fingers, according to David, set the stars in place. His fingers, mind you, not his 
hand or his arm, reveals the power of God. There is far less power in the hand than the 
arm, and in the finger than the hand. To create stars, planets, and galaxies, God 
needed only his fingers.  
 
Sometimes we get so busy, so complacent, and so selfish, that we forget to see the 
beauty of God’s creation as a gift to us. That why we should get outdoors, go to the 
ocean, walk the mountain trails, drive scenic byways. Nature remind us of God’s 
creation and the overwhelming beauty that are ours because of the work of his fingers.  
 

5. Because of God’s care, we should be thankful for his presence.  
The greatness of God extends beyond the Milky Way, the Andromeda galaxy, and a 
hundred million universes that are tossed into space as mere handfuls of stardust; it 
extends to man. God thinks of us. He remembers us. He keeps us in his heart and on 
his lips and in his eyes. Before such overwhelming physical odds and such seemingly 
endless space and time, God thinks of us and sees us. He cares for us. 
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It has been said that people don’t care how much you know until they know how much 
you care. Do you realize how much God cares for you? Do you grasp that you are 
always on his mind? You are constantly under his watchful eye? The word translated 
“care” in the NIV is sometimes translated “visit” in other translations. It means “to attend 
to, to observe.” God, like a caring friend, a good doctor, and a loving pastor all rolled up 
in one, focuses on our needs. Sometimes we don’t see him, and other times we don’t 
feel him. But God is there. He quietly intersects our lives meeting our needs when we 
need him most.  
 
God is a caring God. Like Hallmark cards, “He cared enough to send the very best.” 
When he saw our need for forgiveness he sent his one and only Son to die for our sins. 
He did for us on the cross what we could not do ourselves. For that we should be 
eternally grateful. 
 
We truly have much to be thankful for, don’t we?  
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, 
Cindy, have one child. 
 


