
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Priceless: 
Finding Your Value in God these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: All the great museums of Europe have at least one work of art based on 
the dramatic moment when Jesus and an adulterous woman came face to face. This 
story is not found in some of the oldest manuscripts and placed in brackets or in a 
footnote in other translations. Yet this story indeed resounds as a true and inspired 
account in the life of Jesus. 
 
Jesus is center stage. He is the focus of the attention. Around his movements flow this 
captivating story of grace and forgiveness. 
 

1. Jesus sat to teach. (vv. 1-6a) 
The story begins early one morning. Jesus arrived early at the temple, taking his 
familiar spot along the stone laced courtyard inside the Hebrews’ sacred temple. 
Finding a place to sit, for all Jewish teachers sat, people quickly crowded around to 
hear what the teacher had to say. 
 
As Jesus was teaching, he was rudely interrupted. A group of scribes and Pharisees 
brought a woman who had been caught in adultery. Now the story gets interesting, the 
principle characters are on stage. There is Jesus center stage. Then, the scribes and 
Pharisees bullied their way through the crowd. They were the religious leaders of the 
Jewish people. They were well-educated, well-known, men of wisdom, and depicting 
high moral standards. They were guardians of their community and protectors of the 
community’s morals and values. They knew the Scriptures. But on this day they were 
not godly and they had misplaced intentions.  
 
The woman we know little of other than what the text reveals. We don’t know if she 
were young or old, rich or poor, married or single. All we know is that she had been 
caught in the act of adultery. And, the Law of Moses was clear about such matters. 
Deuteronomy 22:23-24 states that the man and the woman taken in adultery were to be 
put to death. In fact the scribes and Pharisees remind Jesus of this fact: “Now in the 
Law Moses commanded us to stone such women” (John 8:5 ESV).  
 
Obviously these religious leaders didn’t care about the woman. And, they weren’t simply 
seeking to punish here. Something more sinister was at work here. 
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They were laying a trap for Jesus. “This they said to test him, that they might have 
some charge to bring against him” (John 8:6a ESV). By presenting this woman to 
Jesus, the Jewish leaders hoped to place Jesus in an impossible conundrum. If Jesus 
said she should be put to death, she would be killed in his presence. Jesus would be 
seen as rebellious to Rome since the Jews did not have the right to execute capital 
punishment. If Jesus said she should not be put to death, then he would be accused of 
being against the Scriptures. Either way Jesus was in a dilemma.  
 

2. Jesus stooped to write. (v. 6b) 
No one would speak for her. But someone would stoop for her. Jesus stooped to write. 
 
Why did Jesus stoop? He was aware of the test. He knew the dilemma he was in. The 
complaint was justifiable. How do you maintain values and morals if you are not tough 
on sinners? If we just let people get away with everything, won’t we end up with anarchy 
and chaos?  
 
Max Lucado wrote as an explanation of Jesus’ stooping, “We would expect him to stand 
up, step forward, or even ascend a stair and speak. But instead he leaned over. He 
descended lower than anyone else—beneath the priests, the people, even beneath the 
woman. The accusers looked down on her. To see Jesus, they had to look down ever 
farther. He’s prone to stoop. He stooped to wash feet, to embrace children. Stooped to 
pull Peter out of the sea, to pray in the garden. He stooped before the Roman whipping 
post. Stooped to carry the cross. Grace is a God who stoops.” 
 

3. Jesus stood to speak (to the Pharisees). (v. 7) 
Jesus lifted himself, standing erect. He stood not to preach, for his words would be few. 
He stood on behalf of the woman. He placed himself between her and the lynch mob 
and spoke to the Pharisees. It is one of the most famous statements of Jesus: “Let him 
who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her” (John 8:7 ESV). 
Interestingly, Jesus admitted it was okay to stone her. He was staying faithful to Moses’ 
Law. He was simply framing the statement so that instead of the woman being exposed 
of her adultery the scribes and Pharisees were being exposed of their sinful hearts. It 
was a masterful retort filled with divine wisdom. His point is well taken: If you are going 
to keep the law, keep all of it, not some of it. He wasn’t forbidding judgment against 
adulterers, but he was requiring that the executioners be morally qualified to put the 
woman to death.  
 
Jesus diverted the focus from the woman to the men. They grew impatient. They 
wanted an answer from Jesus. He did not say, “Let her be stoned” but “Let him be the 
first to cast a stone.” For Jesus the issue was not the woman, it was her hypocritical 
accusers. They wanted to talk about the law as it related to actions; Jesus wanted to 
talk to them about the Law as it related to their hearts.  
 

4. Jesus stooped to write (again). (vv. 8-9) 
Once again Jesus stooped to write. Some think that Jesus may have been declaring 
that it was he who came down from heaven twice and wrote the Ten Commandments 
with his finger.  
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What did Jesus write? We sometimes wish the Bible said more here. The word for write 
is used only here in the New Testament and can mean something like “doodle” or it can 
mean to make a list.  
 
Regardless of what he wrote, what should concern us is what it means to each of us as 
we stand before him in our sins.  
 

5. Jesus stood to speak (to the woman). (v. 10-11) 
Jesus was now left alone with the woman. The Pharisees had left. Jesus stood one final 
time and asked the woman. “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now 
on sin no more” (John 8:10-11 ESV). Notice how Jesus treated this woman. He treated 
her with dignity and compassion. He imparted grace and hope. He forgave her sin and 
sent her out to start a new life.  
 
Ironically, Jesus was the only one qualified to stone her and he didn’t do it. He could 
have condemned her, but instead he granted her compassion. The woman was freed 
by Jesus’ forgiveness. 
 
Note her response to Jesus’ question, “No one, Lord.” This is a statement of belief. She 
saw someone who was different from all the other men, a man who treated her with 
grace and dignity. 
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, 
Cindy, have one child. 
 


