
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Priceless: 
Finding Your Value in God these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: Sadly, national polls consistently indicate that virtually no difference 
exists between those who claim to follow the Christian faith and the population at large 
when it comes to sexual morality, materialism, hedonism, and worldview. Those 
claiming to be Christians too often think and act just as the world does. We may claim to 
believe in Jesus and the Bible, but sometimes our lives don’t back up the claims.  
 
John addressed that issue. He indicated that being a Christian is doing what is right, 
regardless of circumstances, location, or feelings. John is very clear that being a 
Christian means doing what is right. A true believer practices righteousness. Right living 
is a distinguishing mark of a Christ follower.  
 
There are four reasons believers should live right and four accompanying responses. 
 

1. Believers bear the Father’s name. 
In the first two chapters of 1 John emphasized fellowship with God. In the last three 
chapters he emphasized the sonship of God. John wrote, “How great is the love the 
Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God” (1 John 3:1 NIV). 
“Children of God” is not simply a high-sounding name that we bear; it is a formal 
declaration and an inner reality. All those who trust Jesus as Savior are called the 
children of God. This means, by the way, that not everyone on earth is a child of God. 
All are created by God and all are made in God’s image, and all are loved by God, but 
God’s family is made up of men and women redeemed by the blood of Christ, those 
who have become Christians. 
 
God wants not only to call us his creation, but his children. That, by the way, reveals 
that when we sin, we sin against the Father and his love, in contrast to an unbeliever 
who sins against their Creator and his law.  
 
We are God’s children. He lavished his love on us: By divine grace he adopted us into 
his family and by the miracle of new birth we have been born again. We bear his image 
and his name. We, therefore, don’t want to do anything that will bring dishonor to his 
name. 
 
How do we live in relation to our Father? We abide with the Father (v. 6). The idea is to 
live in fellowship with God, to allow nothing to come between us and the Father. By the 
way, if we find ourselves out of fellowship with God, it is because we have disobeyed 
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his Word, lacked love for a brother, or believed a lie of Satan. Becoming children of God 
brings about our union with Christ, but abiding makes possible our communion with 
Christ. Abiding with the Father enables us to live right, and, thereby, honor his name. 
 

2. Believers are certain of Jesus’ return. 
While not all scholars are agreed as to the details of future events, evangelical 
Christians agree that Christ is returning for his people. And, with the state of affairs in 
the world today, that return seems more and more imminent with each passing day. 
 
What does Jesus’ return have to do with living right? The fact that Jesus may return at 
any moment ought to be incentive for us to live right today. If you were working at a 
factory and you knew that the boss was coming for an inspection tomorrow, wouldn’t 
you do everything you could do today to make it spic and span? Jesus will come again. 
If you knew Jesus would return tomorrow wouldn’t that motive you to live right for him 
today? Knowing the future motives us to live rightly in the present.  
 
How can we be ready for Christ’s return? We purify ourselves (v. 3). Purifying ourselves 
is not a purely human effort. We purify ourselves by using the God-appointed means of 
confession-repentance-purification. When we confess, we say, “I’m sorry. I’ve been 
walking down the wrong road.” When we repent, we say, “I stop and turn. By God’s 
grace, I’m going to walk in a new direction.” When we are pure, we say, “I recognize the 
divine action within my being, whereby God, through his grace and mercy, forgives me 
and cleanse me.”  
 

3. Believers understand the reason for Jesus’ death.  
Jesus did not come to this earth primarily to give us moral teaching or an example to 
follow, though he did those things. His main reason for coming was to take away sins by 
bearing the penalty that we deserved in his own body on the cross. The only way he 
could accomplish this act was to be completely sinless Himself. Thus John added, “And 
in Him is no sin” (1 John 3:5 NIV).  
 
How does Jesus’ death help us to live right? We look to the cross (v. 6). When we look 
at the cross then we are reminded of the great sacrifice that was made on our behalf 
and the great cost that was paid so we could be free.  
 
People often think that the cross—with the resulting forgiveness—gives them 
permission to sin. If you think that way you are looking at the cross wrongly. Instead, 
looking at the cross—with the great sacrifice paid—prevents us from sinning. When we 
understand what Jesus did for us and each time we sin it’s as though we are nailing him 
to the cross again. It should motivate us not to sin. 
 

4. Believers reveal a new nature. 
God’s seed is the new nature that is within us, the new life that has been imparted to us 
when we became children of God. The seed is a beautiful word picture that helps 
describe what it means to be a Christian. When you plant a seed in the ground, it does 
not sprout, grow, and bear fruit in a day. It takes time, cultivation, water, and sunshine. 
Or, to use the human analogy, when a husband’s sperm unites with his wife’s ovum, 
new life begins. But it takes nine months before birth, and after that it takes years to 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

grow to maturity. But, if life is present, it affects everything. It is impossible for a normal 
child not to grow.  
 
The old nature produces sin, but the new nature leads one into right living.  
 
How is the new nature revealed? We feed the new nature. A converted Native 
American explained, “I have two dogs living in me—a mean dog and a good dog. They 
are always fighting. The mean dog wants me to do bad things, and the good dog wants 
me to do good things. Do you want to know which dog wins? The one I feed the most!” 
 
A Christian who feeds the new nature from God’s Word will have the power to live 
rightly. That is why reading the Bible, praying, church attendance, and all the other 
spiritual disciplines are so important. Through these practices we feed the new nature, 
we grow, we mature, we become more Christ-like. And, the by product, is that we  
live right. 
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, 
Cindy, have one child. 
 


