
To be used with Session 1, Promised Like No Other 
Title: The Miracle of the Moment  
Sermon Text: Galatians 4:4-5; Luke 2:1-7 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Like No Other, based on 

the life of Christ, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages to reinforce the 

same themes regarding Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection, so the pastor can reinforce the 

study from the pulpit, focusing on the same topic, but using different Scripture.  
 
This sermon outline is based on Paul’s words to the church at Galatia regarding Christ’s coming 

at the exact time appointed by God, and reinforced by the record of Luke chapter 2 which 

demonstrates the exact timing of Jesus’ birth. The coming of the Messiah was predicted well 

beforehand, and came not by accident but precisely on time with God’s plan. If God is truly in 

charge of every event in life, then every moment is important. What needs to happen in your life 

at this moment?  
 

Introduction: Conspicuously stare at your watch until exactly one minute has passed.  
Say, “Exactly one minute has passed. Isn't that amazing? My watch tracks time. It has a second 

hand that moves every second. Sixty seconds moves the big hand one step forward to mark the 

passing of a minute. Isn't it absolutely amazing how long one minute of silence seems, but how 

short one minute seems when you are doing something you enjoy?” 
Very often, a span of time can change everything....  

● What if a quarterback hesitates too long before throwing a pass? 
● What if a hunter hesitates too long or pulls the trigger too fast?  
● What happens if you arrive late for a departing flight?  

 

READ TEXT Galatians 4:4-5 
At just the right time, God sent His Son. That is what I call The Miracle of the Moment.  
 

I. He Came at the Right Moment  

The entire passage of Luke 2:1-7 is about timing. "In those days…" refers us back to chapter 1, 

and continues the narrative. The decree from Caesar Augustus concerning taxation pinpoints an 

exact time in history, and the fact that Quirinius was governor of Syria further pinpoints the 

exact time in history. Joseph & Mary traveled to Bethlehem and pregnant women do not travel 

fast! "...while they were there..." highlights the fact that we do not know how long they had to 

stay to complete the census/taxation, but seems to indicate that the entire process may have 

lasted long enough for Mary to have become too close to delivery for them to travel again until 

after it took place. Finally and thankfully, "...the days were completed that she should be 

delivered."  The TIME came for her delivery.  



 

God had been preparing for this moment, even using the Roman Empire to prepare the world for 

the birth of Jesus. Historians tell us that the Roman world was in great expectation, waiting for a 

deliverer, at the time Jesus was born. The old religions were dying. The old philosophies were 

empty and powerless to change men's lives. Strange new mystery religions were invading the 

empire. Religious bankruptcy and spiritual hunger were everywhere. God was preparing the 

world for the arrival of His Son.  
The Romans had constructed roads that connected city to city, making travel easier. All roads 

ultimately led to Rome. The world was at peace under Roman rule. Roman laws protected the 

citizens and Roman soldiers guarded the peace. Thanks to both the Greek and Roman conquests, 

Latin and Greek were known across the empire making communication possible with many from 

all over the world. The Old Testament prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah were 

completed. At just the right time God sent His Son! 
 

II. He Provides at the Right Moment 

God comes to us at just the right moment with what we need.  

"The eyes of all look expectantly to You, and You give them their food in due season." 

Psalm 145:15 (NKJV) 

"I will give you the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the latter rain, that 

you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and your oil." Deuteronomy 11:14 (NKJV) 
(Here would be a great place to insert a personal story of how God came through for you.)  
 

God's timing is always perfect. God spent years preparing the way for His Son to come into this 

world. Tumultuous times, the Pax Romana, a census to compel travel to tribal towns, a young 

girl of faith, and a humble obedient young man were all in place at just the right time. Just when 

the Jewish faithful were despairing of hope, God chose to act. "For when we were still without 

strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly" Romans 5:6 (NKJV). Are you without 

strength? Are you out of options? Do you need a miracle? Could the timing be right for you to 

make choices that allow God to work in your life?  
 

III. He Says Now is the Right Moment  

We are always waiting for the right time. When will things get better? When should I accept 

Christ as Savior? When should I commit to church membership? When should I commit to a 

closer walk with Christ? When should I turn to fully trusting God for everything in my life?  
"For He says: In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have 

helped you. Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." 2 

Corinthians 6:2 (NKJV) 
 

One moment in time can determine eternal destiny. Right now is such a moment. Decisions you 

make right now, for or against Christ, will determine what happens in the future. Do you need to 

accept Christ as Savior and Lord? Do it now. Do you need to unite with this church fellowship? 

Do it now. Do you need to commit to a closer walk with Christ? Do it now. Do you need to turn 

from sinful habits and find freedom? Do it now. Do you need to surrender to an area of service 

in this church? Do it now. Is there any spiritual decision you need to make? Do it now.  
 



Closing: In her book Unbroken, author Laura Hillenbrand writes of Olympic runner Louis 

Zamperini’s terrible experiences after crash landing in the Pacific Ocean and becoming a 

prisoner of the Japanese in World War II. After being repatriated at the war’s end, Zamperini 

returns home, marries, and attempts to live with the demons of his captivity. After eschewing 

religion in any form, he finally accompanies his wife to a tent meeting conducted by a young 

evangelist named Billy Graham. It was during the invitation to accept Christ as Savior that Louis 

had his last flashback. He remembered a promise he had made while drifting on a life raft, 

hungry, thirsty, and watching his raft-mates slowly die. It was a promise “thrown at heaven, a 

promise made and not kept, a promise he had allowed himself to forget until this instant: If you 

will save me, I will serve you forever.” At that moment, Louis went forward and accepted Christ 

as his Savior. As attested to in the remainder of the book, his life was dramatically and forever 

changed. The man who dreamed terrible dreams of his Japanese captors became a catalyst for 

peace between nations and peoples. Louis Zamperini spend the remainder of his life carrying 

Olympic torches to open the international games, and carrying the torch of a peace that only 

Christ can give through faith.  
 

The miracle of Christ’s birth was the culmination of hundreds of thousands of moments of 

decision, of choices made by prophets, kings, others, including Mary and Joseph. At the moment 

of decision, each made the right choice and God worked to bring about His will, the birth of His 

Son. At this moment there may be decisions before you. The miracle of this moment will occur 

when you choose according to God’s will and discover He has been working all the while for 

you!  
 

Quote taken from:  
Hillenbrand, Laura. Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption. 

Copyright 2010 by Laura Hillenbrand. Published in the United States by Random House 

Publishing, New York, NY. Kindle edition. Accessed November 16, 2014.  

http://www.amazon.com/Unbroken-World-Survival-Resilience-Redemption/dp/0812974492  
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