
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  Jesus Christ is central to the Christian faith. That statement may 
seem obvious, but even Christians need a constant reminder that everything in our faith is built 
upon the person and work of Jesus Christ. Every aspect of Jesus’ life—from His birth to His 
current exalted state—is unique from any other person. His uniqueness means His life and 
character merit our fullest attention, and because He is uniquely God, His life and character 
greatly impact our lives. 
 
Session One deals with the Old Testament prophecies of Jesus birth, and emphasizes how God 
fulfilled His promises in unexpected ways. The Point of the study is “Jesus is the promised 
Messiah.”  
  
These text based sermons draw from the same Scripture passages as the small group studies, but 
explore other themes from the passage. This way, you as the pastor can reinforce the passage 
without repeating the small group study.   
  
Introduction:   
  
The dictionary defines the word “surprise” in this way: “to strike with wonder because of 
unexpectedness, strangeness or unusualness.” (dictionary.com) Some people like surprises. They 
like their worlds to be moved a little out of the ordinary. They want an adventure. Others would 
just rather that their lives be relatively predictable because that helps to maintain their sense of 
control. When it comes to Jesus, there is no predictability. A couple of chapters after our passage 
for today, God says that He does not think or act the same way we do (Isaiah 55:8-9). From the 
prophecies about Jesus, one of which we’re going to look at today, to the appearance of angels 
out in the field, to the resurrection and exaltation of the One that was crucified, everything about 
Jesus was out of the ordinary. He truly is like no other.   
  

1. God prophesied that people would not recognize the coming Servant as their 
Messiah. (52:13-53:3)  
 

A. They would be surprised by His physical appearance 
 
• His appearance would be shaped by the hand of God: “no form or majesty…no beauty” 

(53:2) Society places value on people and merchandise based on its appearance. 
Outward appearance can blind to the message or character of the person being 
followed. Jesus came in a body that was nothing impressive in order to make sure that 
people listened to his message instead of paying attention to his physique. Jesus wanted 
them to follow Him for the right reasons. 
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• His appearance would be shaped by the hand of man: “marred, beyond human 

semblance” (52:14) It is normal for that which is not beautiful in our eyes to first be 
devalued and then to be attacked further. (i.e. children throw rocks at the windows of a 
broken down building, students bully those who are already weak or otherwise do not 
live up to expectations)  

 
B. They would respond by… 
• A refusal to believe “who has believed” (53:1) At the beginning of his ministry, Isaiah 

had been warned by God that people would not believe his message, but he was told to 
prophecy anyway (Isaiah 6:9-10) 

 
• A refusal to accept “despised, rejected…esteemed him not” (53:3) cf. (John 1:11 – He 

came unto His own, but His own received Him not) They did not value Jesus in His 
current state, and therefore, they wanted nothing to do with Him. 

 
• A refusal to change “hide their faces” = turn away (53:3) 

 
Transition: Though they did not recognize Jesus or respond to Him correctly, Jesus did not 
change His plan to become the Savior of the world.  
 
 

2. God prophesied that the Servant would personally deal with man’s sin and its 
results. (53:4-53:6) 

 
• We are the guilty ones: “our transgressions, iniquities” (53:5); “gone astray, turned to 

his own way” (53:6) 
• We deserved the consequences of our sin: “our griefs, sorrows” (53:4); “chastisement” 

(53:5) 
• He is the One who suffered: “he has borne, carried” (53:4); “he was pierced, crushed” 

(53:5); “laid on Him” (53:6) He would be our substitute. 
 

3. God prophesied that the Servant would deal with sin by humbly sacrificing Himself. 
(53:7-53:9) 

 
In humility, He did not defend himself “opened not his mouth, silent” (53:7); “taken away” 
(53:8) 
 
In humility, He made himself one of us  

• He identified with us in our humanity: “grave with the wicked” (53:9) cf. (Phil. 2:5-6) It 
was necessary that He become human in order to be able to die. As the 1st Adam brought 
sin to all mankind, the 2nd Adam made it possible for man’s sin to be erased, buried, 
obliterated – forgiven. 

 
• He remained separate from us in His holiness: “done no violence, no deceit in his mouth” 

(53:9) cf. (Heb. 13:5 – “yet without sin”) This was necessary in order for Jesus to be the 
sacrifice. The lamb had to be spotless – without blemish. 
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4. God prophesied that the Servant’s sacrifice was His will and plan for the 

redemption of man. (53:10-12)  
 
Why would God do this to His Son? 
 

A. Because of the good work:  Many saved!  
 

• “My righteous Servant will justify many, and He will carry their iniquities.” 
(53:11) cf. (John 1:12 – as many as received…become the children of God”) 
Verse 11 talks about satisfaction coming out of this whole plan. The Father was 
completely satisfied with one Son, but He was not satisfied with seeing other 
potential sons being separated from a relationship with Him forever. So He gave 
this Son to suffering so that many sons might be perfected through the suffering 
of the One. The result for the One is that He would be exalted. (Heb. 2:9-10) 
 

B. Because of the good result: Jesus exalted!  
 

• “Therefore I will give Him the many as a portion, and He will receive the mighty 
as spoil, because He submitted Himself to death, and was counted among the rebels; yet 
He bore the sin of many and interceded for the rebels.” (53:12) 

• “See, My Servant will act wisely; He will be raised and lifted up and greatly exalted.” 
(52:13) cf. Phil. 2:10-11 

 
Conclusion: Some surprises are negative…a flat tire, a child that wakes up with a fever, a bad 
cup of coffee. Other surprises can be much easier to receive…a raise, flowers that come when 
the anniversary is still months away, a birthday party with all your friends. Regardless of the 
nature of the surprise, they all take control from us, and that’s why some people don’t like 
surprises. Surprises also elicit and require from us a response. It may surprise you that Isaiah 
would refer to Jesus as the “Servant”. It may surprise you that Jesus would give His life to make 
the payment for sin. The part of this whole prophecy that probably surprises you the most is that 
Jesus would do all that He did and allow all that was done to Him for you! He did to pay for your 
sins! How will you respond to that? Will you refuse to believe, accept and change? Or will you 
bow in humility before the One who was willing to humble Himself before men? Will you give 
up your illusion of control and accept God’s surprising means of salvation? If you are willing to 
bow, then, surprise of surprises, the One who was rejected will accept you and make you a part 
of His family. And that makes Jesus like no other! 
 
 


