
 

Sermon Series: Let Hope In 
To be used with: Session Six, Hope Shared 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

Passing It On 
Scripture: Acts 3:1-10 
 
Scripture: Galatians 2:11-14 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Let Hope In, these sermon 
outlines will use the same Scripture passages that are being studied in small groups, so the pastor 
can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
The main point of Session 6 is “After finding hope in Christ, we must share it with others.” It is 
not enough to discover hope in Jesus Christ and then hoard it to ourselves. Such wonderful and 
endless hope must be shared. It is too good to hide! In Acts 3, Peter and John willingly share 
something of greater value than silver or gold; they share hope and confidence in the presence 
and power of Jesus Christ.  
 
Introduction:  
Sharing can be difficult. As a father of five children, I know from experience that learning to 
share is one of the most difficult of tasks. All five of my children struggled to share with their 
siblings. As they grew and matured, they realized the joy derived from sharing with others. 
When we are excited or passionate about something, we need no excuses or prompts to share it. 
Just ask a grandparent about their grandchildren! The hope we have in Christ is too good not to 
share with others. In this story, Peter and John share their hope in Christ with a poor beggar. He 
looked to them for momentary assistance. Instead, they showed him hope in Christ that changed 
his life forever.  
 
1. Love Sees a Need (3:1-4)  
Peter and John were going to the Temple at the midafternoon time for prayer. They were simply 
going about their normal routine when they happened upon a man with a need. He might have 
been easy to miss; he no doubt sat in the same place day after day, and would be part of the 
scenery to busy people passing by. Most of the time, we do not have to look far to find needy 
people. 
 
If we are not careful we can become conditioned to ignore the needy around us. If we are 
brimming with hope ourselves, we will have eyes to see the needs of hurting people and will be 
motivated to act. The hope Christ offers must not be hidden or suppressed. Peter and John not 
only noticed the man. They gave him their full attention and asked that he do the same to them. 
They focused attention on the man to understand his need. 
 
2. Love Offers Hope (3:5-8)  
The man focused his attention on Peter and John, fully expecting to receive some help from 
them. No doubt he was expecting some form of money to help him meet immediate daily needs 
for food. Imagine his disappointment when Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have.” The man 
thought he needed money when what he really needed was hope. Money would only fix a 
temporary problem, temporarily. What Peter and John had to offer him would bring lasting and 
permanent change to his life.  
 
We can easily be blinded by the tyranny of the urgent; the pressing problems of the here and 
now. And often, those problems are only symptoms of our real needs. By healing the lame man, 
Peter and John provided lasting hope and help. He could now walk. He could work and make a 
living for himself. He no longer would be forced to depend on the largesse of others. With this 
ability to make his own way would come self-respect and a healthy confidence. Most of all, he 
would be convinced of the hope and power of Jesus Christ, by whose name he had been healed.  
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3. Hope Shared Glorifies God (3:9-10)  
As Peter invoked the power in the name of Jesus, he helped the lame man to his feet. Picture this 
scene as the lame man felt strength in his legs and feet. They could bear his weight. He literally 
jumped to his feet. What a transformational moment in his life! In the midst of a crowded and 
bustling thoroughfare a beggar overlooked by many was suddenly and gloriously healed.  
 
Many had not noticed him before, but everyone noticed him now. He jumped around and loudly 
praised God, in whose name he was healed. He boldly proclaimed God’s praise and shared the 
news of his newfound hope. When we share the hope we have in Jesus Christ, God receives 
glory for His great workings to being us this hope. We share the hope we have in Christ with 
another, and they share this hope, and it has a ripple effect that grows far beyond where we could 
reach on our own. Just think of how many people heard the testimony of the former lame beggar, 
not only that day, but for years after.  
 
Closing:  
As grateful recipients of hope in Christ, we are called to engage in the calling of spreading hope 
to others. We may not be able to heal lame beggars, but we can give testimony to the sure hope 
we have in Jesus Christ. He has redeemed us, called us His brethren, provides for us and sustains 
us, and will always be by our side. One day we will be with Him forever. The problems and 
battles of this life are only temporary; the hope Christ offers is for this life and forever after.  
 
Open your eyes to the hurting and hopeless people around you. Open your heart to them with 
compassion for their broken condition, without judging or condemning them. Then, Open your 
hands to meet their immediate needs, while opening your mouth to tell them of the hope you 
have found in Jesus Christ.  
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