
 

Sermon Series: Let Hope In 
To be used with: Session Two, Hope Found 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

Humble Hope 
 
Scripture: Matthew 8:1-13 

 
Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Let Hope In, these sermon 
outlines will use the same Scripture passages as are being studied in small groups, so the pastor 
can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
The main point of Session 2 is “When we seek Christ, we find hope.” In this story, Jesus 
encounters two people who, in desperate yet different circumstances, come to Him for hope in 
hopeless situations. These two individuals were willing to come to Jesus for help, even though 
everything they knew was against it.   
 
Introduction:  
Have you ever been in a situation that seemed hopeless? Did you try everything possible? Before 
he became President of the United States, Abraham Lincoln failed to achieve every political 
office for which he campaigned. And even when appointed postmaster of his home district, he 
had the worse efficiency record up to that time. And yet, he did not give up on hope. Have you 
ever stopped hoping? Or have you lost all hope? What can we learn from these two men about 
approaching Jesus for hope?  
 
1. Bold Hope (8:1-4) 

• Lepers were considered cursed by God. Just how close to the bottom does one have to get before 
reaching it? Leprosy in Jesus’ day was completely incurable apart from a miracle from God; and 
since it was considered to be a curse from God, why should anyone hope for God’s healing? Talk 
about hopeless! And yet, this leper clung to hope and boldly approached Jesus in a public place. 
He acknowledged Jesus’ position and power when he said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can 
make me clean” (vs. 2). Picture the joy on his face when Jesus, the Son of God, replied, “I am 
willing.”  

• Lepers were considered outcasts from society. This nameless leper faced only a bleak and lonely 
future. Because leprosy was so contagious, lepers were shut out of society, away from family and 
friends. In fact, if they saw anyone approaching too closely, they were required to shout, 
“Unclean! Unclean!” to warn the unwary of their putrid presence. Imagine never holding your 
spouse or children again, or never enjoying the warm company of close friends. And yet, this 
leper chose to hope against all social and physical barriers and approach Jesus for healing. His 
bold hope was rewarded not only by immediate healing of his terrible disease, but Jesus also 
responded with a compassionate touch. How long had it been since this leper had experienced the 
tender touch of another human being? “He touched me, oh, He touched me! And oh, the joy that 
floods my soul! Something wonderful happened, and now I know, He touched me, and made me 
whole!”  

 
2. Humble Hope (8:5-9)  

• The centurion recognized authority. A centurion was a Roman soldier charged with command of 
at least one hundred men. Most likely he was a battle-hardened veteran of Rome’s many wars and 
attempted insurrections. A centurion in the highly-disciplined Roman army was accustomed to 
giving orders and, more importantly, having his orders obeyed. However, he could not order a 
deathly disease from his servant. Since he was a man who knew the exercise of authority, he 
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could easily recognize the authority Jesus had to heal. He knew that Jesus possessed power and 
authority to speak and command healing.  

• The centurion displayed humility. The occupying Roman army was not a beloved part of Jewish 
life. The Romans were despised by their Jewish subjects. No Jewish rabbi would be inclined to 
offer assistance to a Roman, especially a hardened Roman soldier who may well have Hebrew 
blood on his hands. In spite of his position of authority, this centurion approached Jesus with 
humility and respect. He knew he had no basis on which to appeal to a Jewish rabbi, but in hope 
he appealed to Jesus to simply exercise His authority by speaking from where He was. Certainly 
he did not expect Jesus to journey to his home and enter under his roof.   

 
3. Faith-Filled Hope (8:10-13)  

• Faith exercised. How do we know this centurion exercised hope filled with faith? We know this 
because he did something no Jew ever did! He amazed Jesus with his faith. In fact, Jesus declared 
that He had not found this kind of faith in all the land of Israel, among God’s chosen people! 
Jesus then gives us an insight into hope-filled Kingdom living. He states that many who expect to 
be in the Kingdom of God will not make it, while others of simple hope and faith, like the 
centurion, will have their place there with God. What a statement of hope!  

• Faith rewarded. The heart of hope that drove this centurion to exercise faith in a Jewish rabbi 
named Jesus was rewarded. Jesus responded to his faith by speaking with authority and healing 
the centurion’s servant from a distance. In another Gospel account of this story, we are told that 
when the centurion returns home, members of his household verify that his servant was healed at 
the same moment Jesus spoke the words to him. Talk about finding hope!  

 
Closing:  
The possibility that Jesus could and would act on their behalf instilled both the leper and the 
centurion with hope. One was a diseased outcast, accursed of God; the other was an important 
and powerful leader, hated by many around him. Both chose to seek Jesus for hope in hopeless 
situations. The possibility of hope gave them boldness, humility, and faith to seek the Person of 
hope. And they found Him indeed. When we dare to look beyond our circumstances to Jesus 
Christ, we, too, can find hope in our hopelessness.  
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