
 

Sermon Series: Let Hope In 
To be used with: Session One, Hope Needed 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

Grace Unexpected 
 
Scripture: 2 Samuel 9:6-13 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Let Hope In, these sermon 
outlines will use the same Scripture passages as are being studied in small groups, so the pastor 
can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
The main point of Session 1 is “You are never beyond hope.” It looks at the story of 
Mephibosheth, the sole surviving son of Jonathan and the grandson of King Saul, David’s 
predecessor. Mephibosheth would never have dreamed that King David would show grace and 
kindness to him. His grandfather had turned on David, and hunted him like a criminal. His 
family line was deposed from Israel’s kingship by the hand of God. But David was determined to 
show kindness to Mephibosheth for the sake of his father Jonathan. Mephibosheth went from 
being a destitute nobody to being part of the king’s family! His story reassures us that we are 
never beyond hope.  
 
Introduction:  
David and Jonathan, King Saul’s son, were close friends. Jonathan knew that his friend David 
was destined to be the next King of Israel. Remembering the prevailing custom of the day, that 
usually meant the slaughter of the previous king’s family, Jonathan asked David to promise to 
show grace to his descendants. “If I continue to live, treat me with the Lord’s faithful love, but if 
I die, don’t ever withdraw your faithful love from my household —not even when the Lord cuts 
off every one of David’s enemies from the face of the earth.” 1 Samuel 20:14-15 (HCSB) 
 
After his reign as King of Israel is established, David decides to honor his promise to Jonathan: 
“David asked, Is there anyone remaining from Saul’s family I can show kindness to because of 
Jonathan?” 2 Samuel 9:1 (HCSB) It is discovered that Jonathan, now dead, has a surviving son 
named Mephibosheth.  
 
1. Grace Extended (9:6-7) 

• David initiated the action regarding Mephibosheth. Knowing the prevailing customs concerning a 
deposed king’s family, Mephibosheth certainly wouldn’t have sought David out. In fact, 
Mephibosheth was in hiding in a desolate place called Lodebar (9:4) that literally meant “no 
pasture”. When we were in the barren wasteland of sin, God initiated the action to find and rescue 
us. Salvation is of the Lord. (Romans 5:8)  

 
• David acted for Jonathan’s sake (9:1,7). David had no use for Mephibosheth, and no particular 

reason to show him favor, except for the promise made to his father Jonathan (21 Samuel 20:14-
15 above). God acts in His grace toward us for the sake of His Son Jesus Christ, who was 
crucified for our sins. (1 John 2:12)  

 
2. Grace Unexpected (9:8) 
Mephibosheth probably thought his end had come! Surely King David would put him to death.  
 

• He was born into a rejected family. Because of his rebellion and disobedience to God, King Saul 
was rejected from being King over Israel, thereby removing his family from the kingly line (1 
Samuel 15:23).  
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• Mephibosheth had experienced a fall and could not walk (2 Samuel 4:4). While fleeing in haste 

after receiving the news of the death of King Saul, Mepbibosheth’s nurse dropped him and his 
feet were damaged, causing him to become lame in both feet. Mankind has experienced a fall into 
sin through Adam, and our relationship with God was crippled (Romans 5:12).  

 
Our view of ourselves and our many failures often prevent us from seeing any reason for why the 
God of heaven would offer us grace. We can echo with Mephibosheth, “Why should you be 
interested in a dead dog like me?”  
 
3. Grace Experienced (9:9-13) 
 

• David made provision for Mephibosheth. He proclaimed that King Saul’s former servants now 
belonged to Mephibosheth and would work Saul’s land and provide an income for Mephibosheth 
and his family. God made provision for our sins on the cross of Jesus, and promises to care for 
our needs as we look to Him in faith.  

 
• David took Mephibosheth into his own family (9:11). Mephibosheth was made a child of the 

reigning King of Israel, an heir to all that he possessed. We are made heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ as children of God (1 John 3:2).  

 
• David protected Mephibosheth from judgment (2 Samuel 21:1-9). Later in David’s reign famine 

came as God’s judgment for Saul’s treatment of the Gibeonites. To end the famine seven 
descendants of Saul were to be executed. David deliberately spared Mephibosheth from this 
judgment, according to the promise he had made to Jonathan. God knows His own and will 
deliver them from judgment (Romans 8:1).  

 
Closing:  
Imagine it is time for the evening meal in the palace of King David. All of his handsome family 
are arrayed around a long, ornate table, with King David at its head. There is a pause as the 
family awaits one last member to arrive. A stumping noise drifts into the dining chamber as 
Mephibosheth slowly makes his way to the table.  
 
The stumping of Mephibosheth to the table every day was a constant reminder of David’s grace 
and compassion. Moreover, when Mephibosheth was seated at the table, the tablecloth covered 
his feet; no one on the outside looking in could tell that he was a cripple. The tablecloth of 
David’s grace covered his feet. He looked just like he belonged! And so do we!  
 
When we acknowledge our own inadequacies, and accept God’s gracious forgiveness and 
provision, we too can realize His goodness and everlasting love for us. We are never without 
hope!  
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