
 

Sermon Series: Honest to God: Real Questions People Ask 
To be used with: Session Four: Why Should I Trust the Bible? 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 The Bible Tells Me So 
 A Love Poem to God’s Word 
Scripture: Psalm 119:1-8, 137-144 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: God’s Word is the foundation for everything Christians believe. 
But in our modern world, confidence in the truth of God’s Word has eroded somewhat. The 
Point of Session 4 in the Honest to God study is, “The only safe place to build your life is on 
God’s Word.” This text-based sermon will look at Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the Bible, 
and examine what it says about the reliability of God’s Word and the wisdom of building your 
life upon it.   
 
Introduction: 
 
One of the earliest nursery rhymes many of us can remember being told is The Three Little Pigs. 
Help me with the details of this story (it would be fun to get kids in the congregation to call out 
the details). What did the first little pig make his house out of? What happened to it? What about 
the second pig? The third pig?  
 
What is the big lesson we are supposed to learn from the story of the Three Little Pigs? That it 
matters what you choose to build your house with.  
 
I wonder why it is we forget that lesson as grownups? I don’t mean what we literally build our 
houses with. There’s plenty of us that live in beautiful, all-brick homes, and the truth is, even the 
least well-off members of our community, if they rent or own any place to live, it is required to 
have been built according to a bare minimum code.  
 
But what do we build our lives on? For those of us that are in small groups in our church, we 
come this week to the topic, “Why should I trust the Bible?” And the answer we find in 
Scripture is that the Bible is the only safe, reliable building material for our lives. Anything else 
is just straw or sticks. We are going to look today at Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the entire 
Bible (don’t worry; we’re only going to look at the 16 verses of it). The entire chapter, all 176 
verses, is a love poem to God’s Word. It’s divided into 22 stanzas of eight verses each, one for 
each letter of the Hebrew alphabet. It’s an acrostic. Each line of the stanza for that letter begins 
with that letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Even if you aren’t a follower of Christ, you can 
appreciate Psalm 119 as a masterpiece of poetry.  But when you look at the subject of Psalm 
119—the excellence of the Word of God—you see that it isn’t just brilliant. It’s inspired.  
 
 
1. The Beauty of God’s Word (Psalm 119:1-8) 
 
These verses (and actually, all of Psalm 119) use several different words to describe God’s law. 
While they are synonymous, we can learn a lot from their shades of meaning: 

• Verse 1: the Lord’s instruction: This is a Hebrew word you may be familiar with: torah. It refers 
to God’s specific law. The first five books of the Bible are called the Torah.  
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• Verse 2: the Lord’s decrees: Other English translations use the word “testimonies.” It’s the 

Hebrew word edat. This word reminds us that there is a Personality behind the commands. A 
decree or a testimony is always spoken by someone. God’s Word isn’t just some impersonal list 
of rules, or a document that fell from heaven or was found on golden plates and dug up. It was 
spoken by God. It was decreed. It is His testimony.  

• Verse 3: His ways. This Hebrew word is derek. It’s easy to remember if you think of the word 
“direction.”  I like this word because it implies motion and movement. We walk  in God’s ways. 
We follow His “Derek-tion.” In other words, obedience isn’t just intellectual. It’s active.  

• Verse 4: His precepts: We think of precepts as principles. They are statements that are considered 
to be universally true—right for all people, in all circumstances, at all times. In God’s word are 
precepts that are to be diligently kept. Even a non-believer would benefit from following God’s 
precepts that are found in the Bible. If you are a non-believer, try this experiment. Follow the 
precepts of Proverbs for a month. Pay attention to what it says about wisdom, integrity, honesty, 
and hard work. Your life will change for the better.  

• Verse 5: His statutes: The Hebrew word is hoq. It comes from a root word meaning to “hew, cut 
in, engrave, or inscribe. In other words, God’s statutes are permanently, indelibly inscribed. This 
word reminds us of the permanence and unchanging nature of God’s Word.1 

• Verse 6: His commands; and Verse 7: His judgments. Both these words say more about God’s 
authority to give the law. A command is obeyed because of the authority of the One who issues 
the command. A judgment is accepted because of the integrity of the Judge.  

2. The Practicality of God’s Word (Psalm 119:1-8) 
So what are the benefits to following God’s instructions, decrees, ways, precepts, statutes, 
commands, and judgments?  
 

• Blamelessness: Verse 1 says that those who live according to the Lord’s instruction are 
blameless. Does this mean we are without sin? No. But God’s Word is how God’s Son is revealed 
to us. And when we receive the gift of salvation made possible through Christ, as revealed in 
God’s Word, God pronounces us blameless. Righteous (Ephesians 1:4) 

• Confidence: Verse 6 reminds us that we can be confident, or not ashamed, when we keep God’s 
commands. God’s will for us is not a mystery. He has let us know what it takes to please Him 
(see Dt. 30:11-16). When we know God’s word, we can have confidence that we are obeying His 
Word.  

• Presence: In verse 8, the Psalmist pleads for God to “never abandon me.” We know from God’s 
Word that He will not. He tells us in Hebrews 13:5 that He will never leave us nor forsake us. His 
Holy Spirit, who reminds us of God’s Word and helps us understand and obey it (John 14:26), 
will abide with us forever! 

 
2. The Character of the Author (Psalm 119:137-144) 
 
While verses 1-8 build a case for the beauty of God’s Word, and the benefits of following it, let’s 
turn a few pages to verses 137-144. This stanza, probably more than any other in Psalm 119, gets 
to the character of the Lawgiver, more than the beauty of the Law. What do we learn about God 
from these verses? 
 
                                                
1 Paul Apple, “The Proper Response to God’s Word.” Sermon available at SermonCentral.com 
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• He is completely righteous. Because God is righteous, his judgments are also righteous. We can 
trust in the goodness and the mercy of the One who is giving the law. And therefore, we can trust 
that His commands will always be for our good. That He desires to prosper us and not to harm us.  

• His reighteousness is everlasting. God is eternal. He does not change. Hebrews 4:12 tells us that 
Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever. God’s character does not change, and therefore 
the character of His word does not change either.  

Conclusion 
 
So let’s get back to the story of the Three Little Pigs. This morning we’ve seen that God’s Word 
is the most reliable building material we could possibly use to build our lives upon. But we also 
know that God Himself is the most trustworthy Contractor we could ever ask to help us build our 
lives. Throughout His word, He reminds us that it is only His word, and the life that is built upon 
His Word, that will endure: 
 

• The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.” (Isaiah 40:8) 
• “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 

man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock (Matthew 
7:24-25) 

• 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If 
anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their 
work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with 
fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work (1 Cor. 3:11-13).  

The only safe place to build your life is on God’s Word. What are you building with? 
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