
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Changer: How to Impact Your World these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture 
passages to reinforce the same themes as the study regarding missional living. 
	  
Introduction: Not too long ago, if a person knew just one verse out of the Bible, it was 
John 3:16. Nowadays, the only verse people seem to know is “judge not.” Truthfully, 
Christians aren’t very good at confronting sin without judging, or at least appearing 
judgmental. The phrase “hate the sin; love the sinner” usually is demonstrated as 
anything but love. Too often, a person being confronted with sin by a Christian, is 
distracted by the sin in the Christian’s life, rather than the sin in their own life. 
Confrontation of sin should never be judgment; it should always have the goal of turning 
the person to the Father. 
 
1. When confronting people with their sin, point to the consequences of sin. 
(verses 17-21) 
 
A. Set the context of Belshazzar’s feast and the events in Daniel 5:1-16. In the previous 
verses, Belshazzar threw a lavish feast for 1000 of his political friends. They ended up 
bringing in the serving vessels captured from God’s temple in Jerusalem. As they drank 
from them, they toasted the gods of gold, silver, and other items. Immediately, a hand 
appeared and wrote some words on the wall. No one could give its meaning so they 
called in Daniel. 
B. Daniel reminded the king that God had given his predecessor great power and 
authority and a glorious kingdom, but it all went to his head.  He reminded him that God 
had taken it away and Nebuchadnezzar lived like a mad man in the wilderness.   
C. When confronting sin, give people examples of consequences of that sin from God’s 
Word or what has happened to someone they know. Most people do not equate sin with 
consequences. 
 
2. When confronting people with their sin against God, be specific. (verses 22-23) 
 
A. Daniel confronted the king with the sins of pride, desecrating holy utensils, and 
idolatry. He didn’t hem and haw around the subject but clearly identified the problem. 
B. Daniel was in a unique position to be able to confront the king with the sin. None of 
the other magicians could interpret the handwriting. Daniel didn’t shy away from the 
task, even though he knew the king could get mad and punish him for what he said. 
C. We, too often, are afraid to confront someone in sin, for fear of offending them or 
driving them away from church. We must be able to speak the truth in love and trust the 
Holy Spirit to convict them of their sin. 
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3. When confronting people with their sin, make them aware that sin brings 
judgment. (verses 24-28) 
 
A. Daniel told the king that, due to his sin, his kingdom would be taken away. God’s 
judgment was swift, as Belshazzar died that very night. 
B. When we confront sin, we should do so with a grace-filled call to turn to God. We are 
not the judge, but God can use us to warn of judgment. 
C. God’s answer to our sin is two-fold: (1) Freedom and forgiveness are available 
because God has dealt with our sin through the cross of Christ; but (2) judgment awaits 
those who do not acknowledge and trust in the saving work of Christ. 
 
Conclusion/Application – People are either aware of their sin and feel bad about it, or 
are aware of their sin and have grown insensitive to it. We must not shy away for fear of 
hurting someone’s feelings. We have enough of that in our churches today. “My 
brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 
let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul 
from death and will cover a multitude of sins.”(James 5:19-20 ESV). Never confront sin 
in self-righteous judgment. Make sure there is no plank in your eye before you try to 
remove the splinter in someone else’s eye.  
Action steps: 

• Ask God to show you the sin in your own life. Confess it and repent of it. 
• Pray for someone who is living in sin. Ask God to convict them of that sin. 
• Under God’s direction, prayerfully confront someone about their sin and direct 

them to God. 
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