
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Changer: How to Impact Your World these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture 
passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: A few years ago, I heard a preacher of a large multi-site church make an 
interesting statement. He said that God gives us a choice: Be humble or be humbled. In 
other words, we can humble ourselves or God will humble us. Interestingly and sadly, a 
few years later this pastor resigned his church. He was accused of being provocative, 
occasionally profane, and faced allegations of plagiarism and inflating his book sales. 
His empire imploded. A fellow pastor wrote of the disgraced pastor, “But the brashness 
and the arrogance and the rudeness in personal relationships—which he himself has 
confessed repeatedly—was obvious to many from the earliest days, and he has 
definitely now disillusioned quite a lot of people.” 
 
The story is unfortunately repeated in business, sports, the arts, academics, and in 
every walk of life. The leader believes he or she is the epicenter of the organization’s 
success.   
 
Such was Nebuchadnezzar. Twenty-five centuries ago he was the most powerful man 
in the world, the king of the greatest empire the world had ever known. One night while 
he was sleeping in his palace, he had a very strange dream. He dreamed of a large tree 
that stretched to the sky. Its branches were large and strong so that all kinds of birds 
nested in the tree and all manner of animals were found beneath the limbs. Suddenly 
the tree was cut down, its branches stripped, its fruit scattered. Nothing was left but a 
stump bound in iron and bronze. Then somehow the stump became a person who lived 
among the animals for seven years. Evidently this person lost his mind completely.  
 
None of the king’s advisors knew the meaning. The king called for Daniel to interpret 
the dream. The meaning was all too clear to him. “That tree is you, the king” (Daniel 
4:22 HCSB). Nebuchadnezzar had become so great that people from all the earth 
flocked to him. He had become great in his own eyes, thinking he had created this great 
empire himself. The king would lose his mind and eat grass like the cattle for seven 
years until he acknowledged God.  
 
“All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar” (Daniel 4:28 HCSB). For twelve months 
the King had opportunity to change his ways. He did not. And the impending results 
serve as a warning to us. The truth is clear: Be humble or be humbled. 
 

Sermon Series:  Game Changer 
To be used with:  Session Four: Live Humbly 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Be Humble or Be Humbled 
Scripture: Daniel 4:28-35 
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1. “I” talk will get you into trouble. 
Note the personal pronouns in verses 29-30: I . . . my . . . my. Note the boastful words: 
“I have built . . . by my vast power . . . my majestic glory.” 
 
Don’t ever talk like that. That’s crazy talk. That is hubris and arrogance vocalized. That 
kind of speech will get you in trouble with God. The moment you start taking credit for 
anything, you’re daring God to come and bring you back to reality.  
 

2. Pride leads to destruction. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar personified the proverb: “Pride comes before destruction, and an 
arrogant spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18 HCSB).  
 
While Nebuchadnezzar’s arrogant words were still on his lips, he heard a voice from 
heaven. Another point: When you decide to start talking arrogantly about who you are 
and what you’ve done, and you suddenly hear a voice from heaven, you better brace 
yourself, because nothing good is about to happen. God speaks in parental language: “I 
brought you into the world; I can take you out of the world.” God doesn’t like it when we 
take credit for what he has done. God won’t share his glory with anyone else. And, God 
won’t sit idly by while we attempt to shove him out of the picture. 
 
One minute Nebuchadnezzar is surveying his royal kingdom, the next he is ripping off 
his clothing making animal noises. Some say he had a complete nervous breakdown. 
Others believe he went totally insane and lost all connection with reality.  
 

3. Pride is a form of spiritual insanity. 
 
When the king was put out to pasture, it was a fate worse than death. Why would God 
do such a thing? Pride is a form of spiritual insanity. It is claiming credit for ourselves 
that which belongs to God alone. What happened to Nebuchadnezzar was a kind of 
spiritual parable for all of us. When a person tries to become like God they become 
instead like the animals.  
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s descent was totally devastating and completely humiliating. God 
shook his tree to the very core of his being. God’s purpose was not to destroy him but to 
draw him back. In a sense Nebuchadnezzar’s insanity was a severe mercy from God, 
preparing the way for better things to come.  
 

4. All things come from God. 
 
God reminded Nebuchadnezzar that “the Most High is ruler over the kingdom of men, 
and He gives it to anyone He wants” (Daniel 4:32 HCSB). God is author, the ruler, the 
giver, the provider of all. The arrogant think they have done it all—as though God did 
not exist. The humble recognize God as the source of all things, including their 
blessings and their accomplishments.  
 

5. Restoration comes with humility. 
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Seven years later the king’s life took another dramatic turn. “But at the end of those 
days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven, and my sanity returned to me. Then I 
praised the Most High and honored and glorified Him who lives forever” (Daniel 4:34 
HCSB). As suddenly as he lost his mind, he regained it in an instant. He looked up—he 
lifted his eyes to heaven; he woke up—his sanity was restored; he spoke up—he 
praised God.  

We know he was truly changed for now his words reflect those of a humble person. He 
acknowledged God’s dominion and kingdom and that we, God’s creatures, are nothing 
compared to him. God works according to his will. Nothing can hold back his hand. He 
alone is God. And, we are not.  
 
Nebuchadnezzar had gotten the message. God can do anything He wants to do and no 
one can stand against Him.   
 
We, too, need to get the message: Be humble or be humbled. Our choice.  
 

Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, 
Cindy, have one child. 
 


