
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game  
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Changer: How to Impact Your World these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture 
passages to reinforce the same themes as the study regarding missional living. 
	  
Introduction: Missionaries are expected to “fit in” as much as they can. Many male 
missionaries opt to grow beards so as to not stand out in the Middle East. Lottie Moon 
adopted traditional Chinese clothing and hairstyles. Local language names are adopted. 
Certainly local cuisine is eaten. Those are just external things that missionaries do to 
lessen the divide between cultures in order that the message of the Gospel might be 
effectively communicated.  
 
However, our own culture wants us to fit in, too, but not in order to share the Gospel. It 
wants us to fit in for entirely the opposite reason; it doesn’t want to know about its sin. 
We must find the balance between fitting in and standing firm in our convictions. 
 
1. Culture expects you to assimilate. (verses 3-5) 
 
A. Not all assimilation is bad. In fact, from a missional standpoint, assimilation can be 
very good. When we adopt some aspects of a culture, it turns barriers into bridges. 
B. Daniel and his friends accepted some cultural assimilation, including training in the 
Chaldean language and literature and having their names changed. These are obvious 
outward things that do not interfere with our beliefs. 
C. When we see people of our own culture who have decided to dress/act/speak on the 
fringe of our culture, it can be off-putting. While we are called out to be holy, we don’t 
have to be weird about it. 
 
2. Draw the line where you will not compromise. (verses 8-13) 
 
A. We must discern when assimilation compromises biblical standards. Not everyone 
has the same convictions, even about what the Bible says. We must be able to 
determine when we’ve stopped simply being “in the world” and have become “of the 
world.” 
B. Convictions need to be developed before the need arises. Pray for guidance to 
determine how you will handle the temptations of sex, alcohol, drugs, pornography, 
gossip, smoking, and other socially acceptable sins. 
C. Practice standing for your convictions in your mind. Go over possible scenarios with 
different groups of people; some where you are with other Christians and some where 
you are alone. 
 
3. Serve and stand for the Lord no matter what the culture does. (verses 17-19) 

Sermon Series:  Game Changer 
To be used with:  Session One: Develop Conviction 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Standing Firm in Our Convictions 
Scripture: Daniel 1:3-5,8-13,17-19 
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A. We can be involved in the world around us in a godly way without any assimilation 
into its worldview or practices.  
B. We can participate in our culture without bowing a knee to idols or the gods of our 
society. Examples could be to focus on Jesus instead of Santa at Christmas and 
thanking God instead of just a general attitude of thankfulness at Thanksgiving. 
C. We are called to be lights in the darkness. Darkness never changes light. Light 
always changes darkness. When the opportunity arises, and it will, stand firm for your 
beliefs instead of buckling under. 
 
Conclusion/Application – Every Christian is confronted by a society that doesn’t want 
to hear the Gospel, or at the very least doesn’t want to face its own sin. Our goal isn’t to 
stuff the Gospel in the face of anyone we disagree with, but with love and truth let our 
words and actions point people to Jesus. If we have compromised our actions, we’ve 
compromised our witness. Here are some ways you can stand firm in your convictions: 

• Ask God to show you where you’ve compromised His Word for the sake of 
blending in. 

• Resolve to repent of the sins that the Lord has shown you and be prepared the 
next time you are confronted with it. 

• Be proactive in your convictions and explain to those with whom you’ve crossed 
the line why you can’t do it anymore. Use that opportunity to share the Gospel. 
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