
 

Sermon Series: Do Over: Experience New Life in Christ 
To be used with: Session One: A Problem You Can’t Solve 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Stuck 
 
Scripture: Romans 2:5-11; 3:9-12 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: Do Over: Experience New Life in Christ is a six session study from 
the book of Romans. These text-based sermon outlines will cover the same Scripture passages 
and topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a different perspective. This will 
allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small group leaders are talking about, without “stealing 
their thunder.” Session 1 is called “A Problem You Can’t Solve,” and it deals with the reality of 
our sinful condition, and the fact that apart from Christ, we have no hope. The Point of the 
session is “You can’t meet God’s standard on your own.”  
 
Introduction:  
 
In celebration of the date 6-6-06, a town called Hell, Michigan put on a party and invited the 
whole country to come. Radio stations as far away as San Diego and Seattle raffled off trips to 
Hell in honor of 6-6-6. The opening line in the story went like this: “They’re planning a hot time 
in Hell today.” The mayor of the town exclaimed, “Everyone who comes will get a letter of 
authenticity saying you’ve celebrated June 6, 2006 in Hell.” The town’s official website 
(www.hell2u.com) lists their many festivities and concludes with these words: “We’re just taking 
advantage of an excuse to have fun! Come on out to Hell for a good time.” 
 
Many like to joke about the place of judgment because they can’t stand to think about the reality 
of it. According to a recent Harris poll, 76% of Americans expect to go to Heaven while only 2% 
believe they will go to Hell. A Gallup poll found that 71% believe in Hell, they just don’t want to 
hear about it.1 
 
But we have to take Hell seriously because the Bible takes it seriously. Throughout our church 
family, small groups are beginning a Bible study this week called Do Over: Experiencing New 
Life in Christ. And it is a tremendous study about the hope we have in Christ, based on the book 
of Romans. But before we get to the good news of our salvation, we have to face the bad news of 
the reality of our situation. And that’s what Paul does in Romans 2:5-11. Let’s read that together.  
 
[Read Romans 2:5-11] 
 
1. Judgment is Personal (vv. 5-6) 
 
Paul didn’t pull any punches in his letter to these new believers. Because of your hardness and 
unrepentant hearts. We know from the outset that this is not a message for the guy next to you, or 
for your neighbor who is sitting at home this morning. This is for you. Then he makes it even 
more personal in verse 6: “God will repay each one according to his works.” God looks not only 
at what we say but at what we do. This is not to suggest Paul is contradicting what he will say in 
Romans 3:28: “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law.” 
Think of it this way: Salvation by grace, through faith alone in Christ’s finished work on the 
cross. But judgment is based upon the deeds people have done.  
 
If our faith is real it will produce fruit. Saving faith is always demonstrated by good works 
because our deeds declare what’s hidden in our heart. Notice that “each person” will come under 

                                                
1 “We’re More Stubborn Than We Think.” Sermon by Brian Bill, June 11, 2006, available at SermonCentral.com  
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the searching judgment of God. No one will escape and God will be extremely thorough. 
(Supporting scriptures: Ecclesiastes 12:14; Matthew 16:27; John 5:28-29; 2 Corinthians 5:10) 
 
2. Judgment is Clear (vv. 7-10) 
 
In verses 7-10, Paul lays it out that all of us will be in one of two groups on Judgment day. Think 
of these verses like a funnel, or a letter X:  

• Verse 7: reward for the righteous 
• Verse 8: Wrath for the unrighteous 
• Verse 9: Wrath for the unrighteous 
• Verse 10: reward for the righteous 

Let’s look at the reward for the righteous first. Verses 7 and 10 say that hose who do good, and 
who persevere in doing good, will receive glory, honor, and eternal life, whether Jew or Greek. 
But those who are “self-seeking (verse 8) or “do evil” (verse 9) will receive wrath, indignation, 
affliction, and distress, whether Jew or Greek. This phrase “first to the Jew and also to the 
Greek” is an important part of Paul’s argument. In Romans 1:16, Paul says that salvation is for 
the Jew and the Greek. Here he says that God’s wrath will also be for both Jew and Greek. The 
Jew’s, God’s chosen people, did not get a free pass to acceptance with God, and the Gentiles 
were not first in line as the recipients of God’s wrath.  Since God shows no favoritism (verse 11) 
neither God’s blessing nor God’s wrath has anything to do with our birth, our culture, our 
heritage, or our ancestry. This goes back to point 1 again: Judgment (and reward) is personal.  
 
“Persistance” has the idea of “patient continuance.” By persevering over a lifetime, we become 
one kind of person or another. This saying has a lot of merit: “Sow a thought and you reap an 
action; sow an act and you reap a habit; sow a habit and you reap a character; sow a character 
and you reap a destiny.” 
 
Those who have put their faith in Christ will exhibit the fruit of doing good deeds. When we are 
centered on the Savior we will seek His glory and His honor and will then live forever. Believers 
long to hear these words from the lips of our Lord: “Well done, good and faithful servant…come 
and share your Master’s happiness” (Matthew 25:21). In the meantime we are granted glory, we 
will be honored and we are given peace. You can’t beat that, can you? 
 
On the other hand, self-centeredness leads to wrath (5, 8-9). We are either centered on the Savior 
or we are centered on self. Let’s pick up verses 5, 8-9: “But because of your stubbornness and 
your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, 
when his righteous judgment will be revealed…But for those who are self-seeking and who 
reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. There will be trouble and distress 
for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” Let’s look at verse 
five phrase by phrase. 
 

• “Stubbornness.” This word means “hard” and we get the word sclerosis from it, as in hardening 
of the arteries, arteriosclerosis or even sclerosis of the liver. In the Book of Hebrews we’re told 
three times to “harden not your hearts.” John MacArthur states that hardening of the arteries may 
“take you to the grave but hardening of the heart will take you to Hell.” Most of us are too 
stubborn to stop sinning because frankly we enjoy it too much. 

• Unrepentant heart An unrepentant heart that refuses to be melted by God’s mercy will be jolted 
by God’s judgment. Ezekiel 36:26 speaks of those who had a “heart of stone.” Jesus was 
indignant with those with hard hearts in Mark 3:5: “He looked around at them in anger… deeply 
distressed at their stubborn hearts.” 
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• Storing up wrath This has the idea of accumulating or collecting. Those who don’t know Jesus 
are accumulating their own condemnation 

• Day of wrath. If you don’t take kindly to God’s kindness now you will receive His fury in the 
future. We’re introduced to God’s wrath in Romans 1:18 where we learn that wrath is already 
being revealed and in Psalm 7:11 where we read: “God is a righteous judge, a God who expresses 
his wrath every day.” We see this in the debilitating downward drag of sin on our lives. As Bill 
Hybels often says, our tendency is to drift south spiritually. But God’s wrath is more than just 
that. It will be poured out sometime in the future as Isaiah 13:9 says: “See, the day of the LORD 
is coming--a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger…” Revelation 20:11-12 teaches that there is a 
set day in which God’s wrath will be unleashed, a time in which His patience and tolerance will 
run out: “Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from 
his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. 
The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.”  

Verses 8-9 teach that the self-seeking person ultimately rejects truth and follows evil. The one 
who lives only for himself or herself will come face-to-face with God’s wrath and anger and will 
end up in terrible trouble and deep distress. I fear that too much of modern-day Christianity feeds 
the cult of self. When our focus is on being happy, healthy and wealthy we lose sight of God’s 
demands for holiness. Remember that God is more concerned about forming our character than 
He is with us having fun and being comfortable. 
 
Verse 11 states that “God does not show favoritism.” In the Greek this is a compound word made 
up of the word for “face” and the verb “to take.” It means to take at face value. God does not 
play favorites because everything becomes clear in front of His face, and that’s not good news 
for religious people because God does not grade on a curve. You see, the Jews thought they 
would get some special treatment from God, thinking that because they were the chosen ones 
they would get a pass. They’ll get a special deal alright, but they won’t be happy about it. Special 
privilege always bears greater responsibility. While verse 10 states that glory, honor and peace 
will come first for the Jew; verse 9 states that trouble and distress will also come first for the 
Jew. Throughout history God has given grace first to Israel; but He has also given judgment first. 
Deuteronomy 10:17: “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, 
mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes.” 
 
3. Judgment is Deserved (3:9-12) 
 
We’re going to skip a few verses to get to the last passage our small groups are going to study 
this week. Turn to Romans 3:9-12.  
 
[Read Romans 3:9-12] 
 
Paul just does not paint a rosy picture of our condition in these chapters. That’s why the title of 
the small group session is “A Problem You Can’t Solve.” Both Jew and Gentile are under sin (v. 
9). None of us are righteous, none of us seek God, no one understands, all have turned away. 
Then he caps it off in verse 12: We all have become useless.  
 
These are hard words to hear. But they come from an absolutely righteous God who hates sin. 
And sin is what we all have chosen. We may have done some good things, but it is our nature to 
be bent toward sin from the day of our birth. 
 
So what changes our condition? How does this bad news become Good news? 
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Here is the truth: God hates sin so much that He sent His own son to die for it. Jesus Christ died 
on a cross for me. He took my punishment so that I could go free. Friend, God has done 
everything necessary for you go to Heaven. If the road to Hell is paved with good intentions, the 
road to Heaven is paved with the blood of Christ. If you doubt that God’s wrath is real, look at 
what Jesus went through for you. He took upon Himself the full measure of wrath that He did not 
deserve, so you and I would not get what we do deserve. Our sins and our condemnation 
accumulate each day we serve self and not the Savior. Our case file gets thicker and thicker as 
the evidence mounts against us.  
 
The only way to be rescued from God’s wrath is by receiving what the Redeemer offers you. 1 
Thessalonians 1:10: “And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-Jesus, 
who rescues us from the coming wrath.” The only way to avoid God’s judgment is by trusting 
Jesus, for all of your guilt and condemnation was placed on Him: “The Lord has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). The righteous wrath of an infinite and holy God was poured out 
on Christ. He suffered God’s wrath in our place, as evidenced by his cry from the cross in 
Matthew 27:46: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” He was forsaken so we don’t 
have to be. 
 
This sermon was adapted largely from a sermon by Brian Bill of Edgewood Baptist Church, 
available at SermonCentral.com. http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/were-more-stubborn-
than-we-think-brian-bill-sermon-on-judgment-92035.asp?page=0 
 


