
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Distinct: Living 
Above the Norm these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: Christians are to influence and impact the world. Jesus called his 
followers to be a front-line militia. Nowhere do we get the impression that Jesus wanted 
us to live in isolation, separated from the world. It is impossible to live, truly live, for the 
kingdom in private. We are called to a social agenda and an outward expression of 
God’s principles. We are called to make a difference by influencing the world around us.  
 
Upon sharing with his disciples the Beatitudes, the interior character qualities, Jesus 
crowned them with two brilliant and searching metaphors (salt and light), which are 
essentially exterior change agent qualities. These two descriptive terms inform us, who 
live the beatitudes, on the position to influence society. And, Jesus added the 
importance of staying true to his teachings.  
 
The reason Jesus chose these two metaphors—salt and light—is because of their 
unique qualities. Both carry enormous influence. Both have immediate impact. Both are 
noticed instantly. Both are difficult to veil. 
 

1. Impact the world. 
Salt was one of the most common substances in the ancient world. Roman soldiers 
were paid in salt and would revolt if they didn't get their ration. Indeed, our English word 
salary comes from the Latin salarium which literally means “salt-money.” And our 
expression, “That man is not worth his salt,” is a reminder of the high value that salt had 
in biblical times. 
 
In the ancient world the primary function of salt was a preservative. It retards spoilage. 
Likewise, believers act like a preservative in the world. As we bring Christ’s word and 
the Kingdom’s influence into our society, we help protect society from the full sway of 
evil that would otherwise be present.  
 
Salt is a flavoring or seasoning. In a similar fashion, Christianity brings spice and zest to 
life. The Christian is the personification of how life is to be lived. 
 
Salt is an antiseptic. In ancient times newborn babies were rubbed in salt so that the 
cuts and infections of medically primitive birth methods could be healed. While this 
sounds painful, the cleaning out of a wound with salt was very effective in fighting 
infection. Christians have a responsibility of not only pointing out sin, but practically 
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offering healing and help. By exerting our influence we can prevent the ravages of 
disease and death caused by sin. 
 
Salt creates thirst. It has been said that you can lead a horse to water but you can’t 
make him drink. But, the rest of the saying goes; you can give him a salt tablet and 
make him thirsty. As Jesus made people thirsty for God the Father, so do Christians 
make people thirsty for the real life found only in Christ.  
 

2. Illuminate the world. 
Jesus not only said we are the salt of the earth, he also stated that we are the light of 
the world. The dictionary defines light as a “source of illumination.”  
 
Light dispels darkness. Christians, reflecting the light of Christ, bearing his light dispel 
spiritual darkness. The progress may seem slow, but the results are apparent. 
 
Light reveals. Have you ever walked into a darkened room and not known what was 
there? Then, suddenly, the light is switched on and the contents of the room are 
revealed. As Christ’s presence in our world, we become his instruments to reveal his 
truth to a world in darkness.  
 
Light awakens. We are to be the light of the world, awakening men and women to the 
truth of the Kingdom’s arrival; awakening society to the presence of God. 
 
Light warns. In the same sense that a lighthouse warns of dangerous waters or a police 
car flashing light warns of the policeman darting through traffic, Christians warn of 
impending danger to a careless world.  
 

3. Impress the world. 
Jesus followed up his teaching to be salt and light with a statement about his coming to 
fulfill the Law and the Prophets, referring to two of the three major divisions of the 
Hebrew Bible or a general reference to the Old Testament. Jesus wanted his hearers to 
know that what he taught did not contradict Old Testament revelation. Jesus upheld the 
entire Old Testament down to the smallest features of Hebrew letters. Jesus confirmed 
that God had inspired all of the Old Testament and that it will be preserved for all of 
eternity.  Then, he advocated for his followers to practice and teach the commands and 
precepts of God’s Word. The result would be righteousness—a lifestyle that grew out of 
an inward relationship.   The religious leaders had an artificial, external righteousness 
based on Law. But the righteousness Jesus described is a true and vital righteousness 
that begins internally, in the heart. The Pharisees were concerned about the minute 
details of conduct, but they neglected the major matter of character. Conduct flows out 
of character. 
 
 Christians are called to be salt-seasoning, light-bearers, and righteous-living in our 
world. “Wait a second,” you may be saying. “Surely, God did not mean me.” Yes, God 
meant for you and me, his followers to be salt-seasoning, light-bearers, and righteous 
living in our world. When Jesus said, “You . . .” he meant “You, and you alone if there 
were no other . . .” His words were not a suggestion, but a command. With urgency in 
his voice, Jesus says, “If you are salt, then season well!” “If you are light, then shine 
bright!” “If you are righteous, then live right!” 
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“How do I do that?” you ask. Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth . . . You are the 
light of the world. . . Your righteousness” (Matt. 5:13,14, 20). Do you notice that the 
words like or as are absent in this command? We are commanded to be salt and light 
not just to be like salt and light. The common denominator of salt and light is their 
uniqueness, their distinctness. There is nothing quite like salt. There is nothing quite like 
light. 
 
It is the Christians’ distinctiveness that makes a difference in the world. In business, it is 
called marketing. In advertising, it is called positioning. In basketball, it is called 
strategy. In Christians, it is called holiness. It is the distinguishing feature about us. It is 
what sets us apart from the rest of the world. Blaise Pascal said, “The serene, silent 
beauty of a holy life is the most powerful influence in the world, next to the might of 
God.” 
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, 
Cindy, have one child. 
 


