
 

Sermon Series: Connected: My Life in the Church 
To be used with: Session Two: Connected in Unity 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Unity Begins With “You” 
 
Scripture: 1 Cor. 1:10-17; 2:1-13; 3:5-23 

Connection To Unit Theme: Connected: My Life in the Church is a six session study from the 
book of Ephesians, based on I Am A Church Member by Thom Rainer. These theme-based 
sermon outlines will cover the same topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a 
different focal passage of Scripture. This will allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small 
group leaders are talking about, without “stealing their thunder.” Session 2 of Connected is 
called “Connected in Unity,” and The Point is, “Unity is a given, but staying unified takes work.” 
 
Sermon Series (options): 
Church Life Is Kingdom Life 
Your Kingdom Come: How Christ the King Builds His Church 
Advancing His Kingdom: Why Healthy Churches Matter 
 
Connection to Unit Theme: 
We all want to experience the harmony and peace that comes with unity.  But like everything 
else that is worthy and valuable, unity comes with a price.  If it were easy, every group, 
government, entity, and organization would have already obtained it.  But achieving unity takes 
hard work, and that work begins within the individual’s heart.  Sometimes we work at the wrong 
things to pursue unity.  We think that it can be achieved if we just do away with conflict.  But we 
all know that unity is not the absence of conflict, but the fruitful result of working through it.  
Christ unifies us spiritually within the church.  But if we want to remain unified practically, then 
we all need to make some personal decisions that will allow Christ to do His work in His church.  
These commitments come from 1 Corinthians and the experience Paul had battling the factions 
that fractured the church.  Together we can learn these lessons in unity and make these 
commitments together. 
 
Introduction: 
"If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other." 
“If you are humble nothing will touch you, neither praise nor disgrace, because you know what 
you are.” 
~ Mother Teresa (both quotes) 
 
In 2011 John Dickson, a scholar and historian of ancient history, wrote a book entitled 
Humilitas: A Lost Key to Life, Love, and Leadership.  His thesis is pretty simple—influential 
people are humble people.  But this wasn’t always the case throughout history, so he began his 
academic research from a scholar’s perspective.  When you look at tradition, you let those who 
have gone before cast a vote for the living.  “It is the democracy of the dead” (G. K. Chesterton).  
Interestingly enough, Dickson searched antiquity to discover this virtue only began to surface in 
culture and civilization with the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ! 
 
Explain that you will be reading from a few different passages of Scripture found in 1 
Corinthians 1-4.  In pursuit of unity, the church must pursue humility.  It is the work of Spirit on 
the inside while serving others is the outside.  One of the first problems that Paul dealt with in 
the church came from a “puffed up” view of church leadership and church ministry. These first-
century Christians had shifted their focus off of Jesus and on to man. They had become prideful 
focusing too much on human leaders.  That sounds like a twenty-first century problem, too!  
Regardless, this had left this Jesus-Community in Corinth fractured and broken, and the divisive 
nature of the problem weighed heavy enough that Paul needed to address it in the first four 
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chapters of his book.  Let’s study this together, find some common ground, and learn from Paul 
how we can pursue unity together.  
 
1. We Must Place the Gospel Message Over Any Group’s Ministry (1 Corinthians 1:10-17).   
 
In Paul’s plea to pursue unity (vs. 10-11), he addresses the source of the division (vs. 12-13), 
distances himself from what was going on (vs. 14-16), and brings clarity to the problem (v. 17).  
Apparently, the Christians in Corinth were identifying more with the one who water baptized 
them and less with the One who saved them.  As a result, they had different “groups” based on 
human personalities and man-made ministries.  Even though Paul was named in the factioning 
groups, he had no part in any of this.  Paul addresses the issue with this proclamation, “For 
Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest 
the cross of Christ be emptied of its power” (1 Corinthians 1:17).  In a very unique way, Paul 
actually distances himself from the act of “baptizing” disciples because it has become an issue of 
bragging rights.  It wasn’t a matter of how many have been baptized but a matter of by whom 
have you been baptized?  Paul would have none of this.  He stresses that what belongs to Paul, 
Apollos, Peter, and any other apostle belongs to all of us.  And the gospel of Jesus Christ takes 
preeminence over all. 
 
Application: There isn’t any one ministry more important than the other.  We may belong to a 
small group or Sunday school class, but the gospel takes priority over my ministry.  Some 
ministries may feel slighted, too, because of budget cuts and spending, or personalities and 
influence.  This would be a good time to unify the church under the gospel.  We all work 
together for the proclamation of the gospel. 
 
2. We Must Pursue the Spirit’s Wisdom Over the Strategy of This World (1 Corinthians 
2:1-13).   
 
In ministry, Paul makes it clear that he does not rely on his own personality, power, influence, or 
speech-making ability.  Paul had to rely on the Holy Spirit for power and wisdom.  He is laying a 
foundation for when he is not there.  Paul didn’t want the church to rely upon him.  He wanted 
them to rely upon God.  “So that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s 
power” (v. 5). It was the Holy Spirit who revealed the gospel.  It was the Holy Spirit who led 
Paul in his ministry.   
 
Application: The application for today is the same.  Local churches need to rely on the wisdom 
and power of the Holy Spirit and reject the wisdom of this world (yes, even the religious world!).  
In this day and age of church-growth paradigm, there are so many different completing ideas for 
“what works” and “what doesn’t work.”  Bottom line, “nothing works” unless it comes from God 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  *Ask this question in a spirit of prayer, “Holy Spirit, we 
know what everybody else is doing, but what do You want us to do?”   
 
3. We Must Place Our Confidence in God’s Power Instead of a Group’s Performance (1 
Corinthians 3:5-23).   
 
Paul has already established that we are all in this together, but reiterates the importance of unity 
in ministry.  Focus on 3:5-6, “What, after all, is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Only servants, 
through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task.  I planted the 
seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow.”  Paul uses the same examples and 
names from chapter one.  Notice, too, that Paul considers himself a follower of Jesus, not the 
leader of the church (see ref. 1 Corinthians 11:1).  He may have been the first follower to reach 
this city for Christ, but nonetheless, he was a follower.  If we focus on what’s really important, 
then we will realize that the advancement of the gospel and God’s kingdom is not dependent on 
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our ability.  Paul makes it clear that regardless of who’s planting and who’s watering, God is the 
one who assigns the task and facilitates any and all spiritual growth. 
 
Application: Local churches should not reply upon one ministry to reach their community for 
Christ.  This may sound counter intuitive within the church growth paradigm (and a little 
sarcastic), but “relevant message + dynamic worship + exciting student ministry + children 
ministry + guest ministry + donuts + friendly atmosphere ≠ spiritual growth.”  It may equal 
“church growth,” but it doesn’t necessarily guarantee spiritual growth.  The congregation needs 
to trust God’s power for real, spiritual growth.  *Create a culture of dependency upon Him, not 
all the individual group ministry performance.  
 
4. We Must Prize the Work of God More Than Words of Men (1 Corinthians 4:10-21).   
 
Focus on verse 20, “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.”  By this time 
in Corinth, other “so-called” church leaders had criticized Paul and his approach to kingdom 
ministry.  They came in to undermine Paul’s authority and example.  These men relied on their 
own ability to make speeches and persuade others to action.  But Paul refused to trust in 
something so futile and powerless.  Paul freely admitted that he does not obtain these natural 
abilities, but it did not bother him.  He chronicled the ministry headaches/suffering endured as a 
result of his obedience to God.  Paul knows that obedient ministry speaks louder than puffed-up 
speeches or eloquent words.   
 
Application: When it is all said and done, our obedience to God is what really matters.  Even if 
that means enduring troubling times, our quiet ministry for the sake of others far exceeds 
anything we could ever say.  Bluntly, you could say that a quiet and “powerful ministry” trumps 
a “prideful mouth” any day.  When we endure the hardship of following Jesus for the sake of 
others, our actions will speak louder than words. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Say something like… 
Interestingly enough, most of the problems that Paul encountered came from Judaism.  But Paul 
never discredited it all together (The Law of God is good!).  Paul never discredited the apostles 
who were called to reach the Jewish nation, either.  He recognized that he and Peter served 
Christ as Apostles.  Their education was completely different—Peter was a fisherman who spent 
three years with Jesus, Paul was a member of the religious elite of his day, educated in Hebrew 
and Greek, well versed in secular disciplines and philosophy.  They both brought the same 
gospel to the world—Peter to the Jews, Paul to the Gentiles.  While many of their personal 
experiences were different, both Paul and Peter recognized they were unified in Christ preaching 
the same gospel. 
 
In the same way, we can show the same deference even in our differences and maintain the unity 
of the church—as long as the gospel remains preeminent. 
 


