
 

Sermon Series: Mirroring God’s Character (Exploring the Character of God.) 
To be used with: Session Six: God is Faithful 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Affair Proof Your Marriage 
 How To Have A Faithful Marriage  
Scripture: Genesis 2:24 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study Beyond Belief, these sermon 
outlines will deal with the same topic as each small group session, but will approach it from a 
different Scripture passage. This way, the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit without 
rehashing the same Scripture passage. 
 
The small group study focuses on six of God’s character traits. This sermon series shows the 
impact that God’s character has on the character of those who follow him. The fact that humans 
are made in the image of God means that we are to reflect his character in our lives. 
 
The title of the small group session is “God Is Faithful” and the main point is God’s past 
faithfulness ensures us our future is secure. This sermon focuses on our ability to be faithful in 
relationships in particular marriage.  
 
Introduction: 
Have you heard the tragic news that after 40 years of marriage, Captain and Tennille have 
divorced? You had to be alive in the 70’s to know them. Other celebrities like Hillary Duff and 
husband Mike Comrie, Michael Douglas and Catherine Zeta Jones, Kris and Bruce Jenner, and 
Stevie Wonder and his wife Kai of 11 years have all called it quits recently. With a high divorce 
rate in our country it seems that we struggle to understand what it means to be faithful in 
marriage.  
 
Typically we hear of marriages ending because of sexual unfaithfulness, but are there other ways 
to be unfaithful in marriage? Are we unfaithful to our spouses in other ways yet our marriages 
stay together? God enables us to be faithful in all aspects of marriage—not just to keep our 
marriages intact, but that we might experience great marriages.  
 
God was clear on our responsibilities as husbands and wives. At the beginning of creation He 
revealed an important principle for having great marriages it is called the “Leave and Cleave” 
principle. He shared it with Adam and Eve and it is a principle that has passed the test of time.  
 
[Read Genesis 2:24] 
 
1. A faithful marriage requires leaving. 
 

• A faithful marriage requires that your relationship to your spouse takes precedence over 
every other earthly relationship. 

• A son must quit his parents and join with his wife. 
• A daughter must quit her parents and join with her husband. 
• A faithful marriage requires that a husband and wife leave their parents emotionally. 
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• Indicators you need to leave your parents emotionally: 
o You call your parents every time there is trouble with your spouse. 
o Mom still calls you to tell you it is going to be cold tomorrow so dress warm. 
o You still carry and use dad’s credit card. 
o You and your spouse have never celebrated a major holiday without parents. 
o Your parents still try to convince you to leave your spouse and move back home. 

 
• You have to leave before you can cleave. 

 
Application Point: Leaving does not mean that you do not have a relationship with your parents 
or your best friends; it means you no longer look to those relationships to meet your needs. 
Marriage works best when both husband and wife give completely of themselves to meet the 
needs of their spouse. 
 
2. A faithful marriage involves uniting. 
 

• God intended spouses to become one physically. 
• The Bible defines marriage as one man and one woman living in a monogamous 

relationship. 
• The sexual relationship between a man and a woman is symbolic of the new relationship 

the couple has entered.  
• The sexual relationship between husband and wife creates community and must have 

responsible love to make it work. 
• In our world there is a focus on sexual freedom and a tolerance for any type of sexual 

behavior. As the church we must promote and live the biblical viewpoint toward marriage 
and sexual behavior. 

• God intends for spouses to unite emotionally. 
• God intends that all our emotional needs be met by our spouse. 
• Being united emotionally allows a couple to open and vulnerable communication. 
• A husband and wife should be able to share their emotions with one another without fear 

of ridicule or rejection. 
• Our emotions are not wrong and they need to be expressed properly. 
• God intended spouses to become one spiritually. 
• 2 Corinthians 6:14 “Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is 

there between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with 
darkness?” (HCBS) 

• God intended for a husband and wife to encourage one another spiritually and to grow 
together. 

• Both husband and wife have been called to serve God together. 
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Application Point: God intended for husband and wives to be united on all three levels; body, 
mind, and soul. Marriage can break down when there is a division in just one area. Both husband 
and wife must be committed to grow and connect on all three levels. It two to make a marriage it 
only takes one to destroy it. 
 
Conclusion: A faithful marriage requires more than the husband not pursuing other women or 
the wife other men. A faithful marriage requires unity on all three levels. Marriage is not easy 
however, by following God’s guidelines marriage can be better than you could ever imagine. 
God is pro marriage and He wants you to have the best marriage possible. In addition to the 
Bible there are tons of resources out there to help you have a great and Godly marriage. No 
matter the condition of your marriage it is not too late to save it or even make it better.  
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Youth curriculum for Lifeway. He lives in Temple, Texas. He is married to Robin and they have 
three children, Molly, Morgan, and Ryan. 


