
 

Sermon Series: Mirroring God’s Character (Exploring the Character of God.) 
To be used with: Session Five: God is Wise 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Wise Up! 
 Go Ahead, Ask Him 
Scripture: James 1:2-5 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study Beyond Belief, these sermon 
outlines will deal with the same topic as each small group session, but will approach it from a 
different Scripture passage. This way, the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit without 
rehashing the same Scripture passage. 
 
The small group study focuses on six of God’s character traits. This sermon series shows the 
impact that God’s character has on the character of those who follow him. The fact that humans 
are made in the image of God means that we are to reflect his character in our lives. 
 
The small group session this week is called “God Is Wise.” The main point is “God will give me 
wisdom when I humbly seek it.” This sermon takes a look at James chapter 1 where James 
encouraged his readers to ask God for wisdom. His encouragement came right after his 
instructions on how to handle trials in life. James revealed that we gain wisdom by facing 
difficulties but wisdom is required to get through our trials and put them into perspective. 
 
Introduction: 
 
Do you remember your Grade Point Average or GPA from high school or college? Do you 
remember how important it was to know your GPA? Your class rank was determined mainly by 
your GPA. The better your GPA, the more likely you would receive college scholarships. Many 
companies want to know your GPA when considering you for a job.  
 
What about life in general? What is your life GPA? If your GPA in school was based on the 
knowledge you gained and how well you did on tests, what is your GPA for life? How are you 
doing when it comes to the subject of life?  
 
Did you know that the Bible promises us that if we ask God for wisdom He will grant us 
wisdom? The bigger question is; are we ready to receive wisdom the way God grants it? In this 
message we are going to learn from James the importance of being wise. 
 
Read [James 1:2-4] 
 
1. Going through difficulties in life makes us wiser. 
 

• We can learn a lot from books but nothing teaches us life lessons like experience. 
• A part of God’s plan for His Children is to take them through trials to make them wiser. 
• Trials test a believer’s faith. 
• Difficulties and struggles put believers on display. We discover our true nature when 

facing difficulties. 
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• James encouraged his readers to view their struggles from a strategic and futuristic 
perspective in order to have joy in trying times. 

• James encouraged his readers to see every trial as a preparation from God for greater 
things to come in the future. 

• God allows us to face trials to prove our parent-child relationship with Him. God uses 
trials to test our faith and develop our perseverance so we can become more like His Son 
Jesus.  

• God tested Jesus and Jesus accepted His Father’s discipline. The Gospel writer Luke 
wrote that “Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and with 
people.” (Luke 2:52 HCSB)  

 
Application Point: We gain wisdom in life and in how to follow God through experience. Many 
of those experiences are difficult. We should not simply try to play it safe but rather be willing to 
take risks to serve God. If we make a mistake or if we blow it and fall down then God is there to 
pick us up and lead us in the right direction. Growth and wisdom come from experience so 
experience all you can and let your attitude be one of trust that God is preparing you for 
something great. 
 
[Read James 1:5-6] 
 
2. We also need wisdom to complete the journey. 
 

• James told his readers to ask God for wisdom if they felt they lacked it. Wisdom is required 
because believers do not always know how to persevere or how to rejoice while going through 
tough times. 

• God wants us to ask Him for wisdom when we are going through trials. He is gentle and generous 
and He will not find fault in us for asking for help. 

• God is not impressed with our independence; He desires that we depend on Him for everything. 
• God will grant wisdom to any believer who asks Him. He does not base this gift on maturity, 

rank, power, position or any other factor.  
• According to James the only requirement for receiving this wonderful gift of wisdom is faith. 
• It is wise to ask God for wisdom. It takes faith to receive this gift and if a believer doubts that 

God will grant wisdom then that believer calls God’s character into question. 
• Faith, prayer and wisdom are all connected.  

 
Application Point: Ask God to be your GPS and give you wisdom to make it through the trial 
you are facing. Trust that this trial is necessary for you to face and make it through so you will be 
ready to receive the great thing God has for your future. Remember that although you are going 
through a difficult time you are going through it. It will have an end and at the end you will be 
stronger and wiser because you faced it. 
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Conclusion: All the things that are necessary to follow God completely are not given to us 
immediately nor are they fully developed when we commit to follow Him. Things like patience, 
trust, faith, perseverance, dependence, and love. God must train us, discipline us, and test us so 
we might gain strength to follow Him. Have you ever had one of your children call and ask for 
directions on how to get to a certain destination or how to make a certain recipe? How did it 
make you feel? Imagine how God feels when we ask Him for directions and wisdom. If we know 
how to give good gifts and advice to our children how much more does the Father know how to 
give us what we need? Gain a new perspective on life and enjoy the journey. Even the rough 
roads and the steep mountains can be beautiful. 
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