
 

 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Be Strong and 

Courageous: Everyday Leadership From Joshua, these sermon outlines will use different 

Scripture passages to reinforce the same themes regarding leadership, so the pastor can reinforce 

the study from the pulpit, focusing on the same topic, but using different Scripture.  

 

This sermon outline is based on the Apostle Peter’s sermon at Pentecost, specifically as he shares 

about Israel’s failure to accept Jesus as their Messiah. What a colossal failure! And yet, Peter 

goes on to explain that their failure wasn’t final – that God offers redemption for those who trust 

in Jesus. Our failures also need not be fatal. God knows our frame that we are but dust. He has 

made it possible for us to be redeemed from our failures. God can turn them into victories if we 

remember three important things concerning failure.  

 

The title of Session Four is “Move Beyond Failure.” The Point is, “Leaders confront failure, deal 

with it, and move forward.” 

 

Introduction: Thomas Edison is remembered for his brilliant mind and his industrious spirit. He 

was, after all, responsible for harnessing the power of electricity in the form of a light bulb. 

Because of his lasting success, we are quick to forget the failure that came along with it. Edison 

was a failure for a long time. When the light bulb didn’t work the first time, Edison made a note 

of exactly what he’d done and what components he had used. Then he made an adjustment to the 

experiment and tried again. And when that failed, he made a note, readjusted, and tried again. He 

learned from every experiment. He learned all the ways it wouldn’t work. He discovered all the 

chemicals and elements that wouldn’t work. And each time he found a way that wouldn’t work, 

he knew he was closer to finding a way that would. In the face of all that failure, Edison said: “I 

am not discouraged, because every wrong attempt discarded is another step forward.”  

  

It took Edison approximately 10,000 experiments to invent the perfect setup for the electric light 

bulb. There was a huge learning curve. Nobody had done it before. He couldn’t read a book 

about it. He simply had to plug away, failing and learning, until he worked out the right way to 

do it. In this, Edison was a model of perseverance. He later said, “Many of life’s failures are men 

who did not realize how close they were to success when they gave up.” 

  

We fail and we abandon. We become discouraged. And we stop trying. But spiritually, failure is 

often the means God uses to get us where He wants us to go. Sometimes our plans have to fail in 

order for God’s plans to succeed.  

 

I. Remember the Sovereignty of God (vs. 22-23a) 
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God is in Control. Peter makes it clear in his message at Pentecost that Jesus was only delivered 

up according to the foreknowledge and plan of God. Even Jesus’ betrayal and death did not catch 

God by surprise. Did it ever occur to you that nothing ever occurs to God? He is sovereign. The 

Apostle Peter reiterates this point in his first letter: "Knowing that you were not redeemed with 

corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your 

fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. He 

indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times 

for you." 1 Peter 1:18-20 (NKJV). The cross seemed to be the moment of God's greatest failure! 

And yet even then God was in control.  

 

There is nothing in your life outside the sovereignty of God. Even your failures! Moses, David, 

Bathsheba, Solomon, Saul/Paul, all of these and more suffered failures that were not fatal. God 

was in control even through their failures and used them for His glory.  

 

II. Remember the Suffering of Christ (vs. 23b) 

 

One of the side-effects of failure is suffering. We suffer the consequences of failure. We suffer 

disappointment. We suffer ridicule. We suffer loss of friends or family, jobs or opportunities. We 

suffer the inevitable self-doubt and "if onlys". Moses failed and spent 40 years keeping another 

man's sheep in isolation. David failed with Bathsheba and lost respect, prestige, a great warrior, 

and his own child. With God’s plan for our redemption, Jesus suffered immeasurably.  

 

Failure can paralyze us, or failure can prepare us. Re-read the underlined passages in the story of 

Thomas Edison above. The suffering of failure can be our greatest teacher! "And not only that, 

but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and 

perseverance, character; and character, hope." Romans 5:3-4 (NKJV). Some of the most 

important and lasting lessons we can only learn through the pain of failure and suffering. A wise 

person once said that suffering imprints the lesson of failure indelibly upon our hearts.  

 

III. Remember Sunday Morning (vs. 24) 

 

God can redeem your failure. God brought the greatest victory in the universe out of the most 

horrific failure in the universe - on Sunday morning! The Psalmist may have had the pain of 

failure in mind when he wrote, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning” 

Psalm 30:5 (NKJV).  

 

When we are willing to surrender our failures to God, repent of any sin, and follow Him again, 

God can turn our failures into victories. Our failures need not be fatal. God is in the business of 

restoration and second chances!  

 

Closing: Jim Elliot arrived in Ecuador on February 21, 1952, with the purpose of evangelizing 

Ecuador’s Auca Indians. Elliot and four other missionaries, Ed McCully, Roger Youderian, Pete 

Fleming, and their pilot, Nate Saint, made contact from their airplane with the Huaorani Indians 

using a loudspeaker and a basket to pass down gifts. After several months, the men decided to 

build a base a short distance from the Indian village, along the Curaray River. There they were 

approached one time by a small group of Huaorani Indians and even gave an airplane ride to one 

curious Huaorani whom they called “George” (his real name was Naenkiwi). Encouraged by 

these friendly encounters, the missionaries made plans to visit the Huaorani, without knowing 

that George had lied to the others about the missionaries’ intentions. Their plans were preempted 
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by the arrival of a larger group of 10 Huaorani warriors, who killed Elliot and his four 

companions in a sudden and brutal attack on January 8, 1956. Elliot’s mutilated body was found 

downstream, along with those of 3 other men. Ed McCully was never found.   

 

Two years later, Elisabeth Elliot, wife of Jim Elliot, and Rachel Saint, sister of Nate Saint, went 

into the jungle to live with the same people who had murdered the men they loved. The Aucas 

were the most violent society ever documented. 6 out of every 10 deaths among Aucan adults 

were homicides. 2 years after Elisabeth Elliot and Rachel Saint went to live with the tribe, the 

homicide rate dropped over 90%. Years later, Steve Saint, son of nate Saint, moved his family to 

live with the tribe. His children now call one of the tribal elders "grandfather", even though he is 

the same man who killed their real grandfather.  

 

Michael Stover is a graduate of Union University and Mid-America Baptist Theological 

Seminary. He has over twenty years of experience in local church ministry, as well as camp 

ministry and leading training conferences for Sunday School and VBS. He enjoys writing, 

computers, hunting, and fishing. Michael lives in Jonesborough, Tennessee with his wife Becky 

and four of their five children.  

 

 

 


