
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 

Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages to reinforce the same 

themes regarding leadership, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit, focusing on 

the same topic, but using different Scripture.  

 

Session Six of the small group material is called “Return to the Task.” The Scripture passage is 

Acts 13:1-3, 44-52. The Point is “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.” 

 

Introduction: High on God’s priority list is evangelism. God’s heart beats for the souls of men 

and women. In fact, it is his constant thought, his continual pursuit, and his consistent plan. This 

passion is reflected in Jesus. Jesus is God revealed. And Jesus “came to seek and to save what 

was lost” (Luke 19:10 NIV). It is reflected in Jesus’ commission to the church. The church is the 

body of Christ in the world today. The church is to “Go and make disciples of all the nations” 

(Matt. 28:20 NIV). It is reflected in some of Jesus’ final words while on earth to individual 

believers. Each believer represents Jesus. 

 

Just as God is in the life-saving business so is Jesus, so is the church, and so are individual 

believers. We can’t escape that fact. The evangelistic plan was given to Jesus, then to the church, 

and then to individual believers has not changed. 

 

1. The inspiration comes from the Spirit’s power.  

 

The Holy Spirit indwelt God’s people at Pentecost to give believers the power to witness. The 

power is given for a purpose. That purpose is to be a witness. The endowment of power was the 

prelude to the effectiveness of the witness. The Holy Spirit equips believers to boldly share their 

faith. That power provides the equipment and the motivation to share the faith. 

 

In our witness we don’t necessarily need to work harder, we need to work smarter. We don’t 

need a new presentation, or a new program, or a new instruction, or a new training program. We 

just need to allow the power to be unleashed in our lives. 

  

2. The obligation is found in Jesus’ command.  

 

The verb will be is in the imperative mood. It is a command. There is no choice. Jesus did not 

say, “Please witness,” or “try to witness,” or “if you feel like it witness,” or “when you finally 

feel competent then witness.” There is no witness protection program with God. Jesus was 

implying that you and I would be his witnesses, period. 

 

We are either obedient or disobedient witnesses. 
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Notice Jesus did not say “You will go to witness” or “You will do witnessing.” He said, “You 

will be my witnesses.” We are witnesses. Witnessing is not just something we do; it is something 

we are. We don’t go to witness, we witness as we go. With every breath we take, with every 

word we utter, with every action we make, we are witnessing. 

  

3. The representation results as Christians stand in for Jesus.  

 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we represent Christ. We witness on behalf of Jesus. Our witness is 

for him and about him. We, his followers, stand in his place representing him to the world, 

carrying his message that he died for our freedom. 

 

4. The occupation is to witness about Christ.  

 

A witness, according to the dictionary, is one who has seen or heard something. It is one who is 

called upon to testify. It is one who says I know this to be true. We don’t witness about 

something we have received second- or third-hand. No court is interested in hearsay testimony. 

We witness out of our first-hand experience. A witness does not say, “I think so;” a witness says, 

“I know so.” 

 

In Biblical times witnesses did more than live their lives for Christ, and share their life-saving 

stories, often the witnesses gave their very lives. The word for witness is martus from which the 

English word martyr is derived. The word became a Christian word. For a witness for Jesus 

Christ was one who, literally, would give his or her life. In sacrifice, and possibly, martyrdom, 

they would stand and die for Jesus. The gospel reached believers because of the men and women 

who went before, sacrificing their lives so the message would spread. 

  

5. The expansion occurs as Christians move out into the world.  

 

The witness was to operate in ever-extending series of concentric circles. First in Jerusalem 

where Jesus was publicly crucified as a criminal. In Jerusalem, Peter had denied Jesus, Judas had 

betrayed Jesus, and the other disciples were in hiding. These men had no political, social, or 

economic clout. Jesus, however, commanded them to begin in Jerusalem with the implication not 

to leave the city until they had succeeded there. It was a very difficult assignment. 

 

Within weeks of Jesus’ departure, however, the disciples were accused by the religious experts 

in Jerusalem of having fulfilled the Great Commission in that city. Speaking on behalf of the 

council of elders, the high priest told them, “You have filled Jerusalem with your teaching” (Acts 

5:28 NIV). In a matter of weeks, the church went from the Upper Room to every living room in 

Jerusalem. It is estimated by scholars that during the first twenty-five years of the Jerusalem 

church, it grew from 120 people to over 100,000 people.  

 

It would have been easy for the disciples to say that we have had enough in Jerusalem, why do 

we need to go to Judea. And definitely not Samaria, much less the rest of the world. 

 

What if those early disciples had said, “We’ve reached 100,000 in Jerusalem, that’s enough.” 

What if the apostles said, “I’m not going to risk my life for the cause. The whole world can go to 

hell for all I care.”  What if the person who shared Christ with you had said, “I don’t have time. 

It’s too inconvenient for me to tell you about Jesus.” Where would we be now? 
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The church is here today because the disciples waited and the power of the Holy Spirit embodied 

their lives. They dared to take Jesus at his word. They didn’t just talk about witnessing they were 

witnesses. They represented Jesus everywhere they went. They began where they were—

Jerusalem, but in every expanding circles they told of the life-changing power of Jesus 

throughout Judea; then Samaria, the semi-Jewish state, would be a kind of bridge expanding out 

into the rest of the world; and, finally, their witness would travel to the fartherest reaches of the 

world. 

 

A few disciples took Jesus at his word. They told people who in turn told other people who in 

turn told other people. And the word spread from generation to generation, from culture to 

culture, from century to century. And now believers are responsible for telling others about the 

love of Jesus so the chain will not break.  
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