
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Beauty From 
Ashes these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture passages to reinforce the same 
themes as the study regarding our redemption from a critical spirit. 

 
Introduction: Many	people	suffer	from	a	critical	spirit.	The	manager	of	the	Cleveland	Indians,	
Tris	Speaker,	said	of	Babe	Ruth:	“He	made	a	great	mistake	when	he	gave	up	pitching.”	Jim	
Denny,	manager	of	the	Grand	Ole	Opry,	fired	Elvis	Presley	after	a	1954	performance	and	said,	
“You	ain’t	goin’	nowhere	son.	You	ought	to	go	back	to	drivin’	a	truck.”	The	president	of	Decca	
Records	said	of	the	Beatles	in	1962,	“We	don’t	like	their	sound.	Groups	of	guitars	are	on	the	
way	out.”		
	
The	poster	children	for	a	critical	spirit	are	Sanballat,	Tobaih,	and	Geshem.	They	were	
Nehemiah’s	critics.	They	showed	up	at	every	turn	as	Nehemiah	led	the	Jerusalem’s	populace	in	
rebuilding	the	wall	surrounding	Jerusalem.		
	

1. Observations	of	critics.		
Sanballat,	Tobaih,	and	Geshem	had	formed	a	dark	alliance	to	bring	pressure	on	the	Jewish	
construction	workers	to	stop	the	building	of	the	wall.	
	

A. Critics	criticize	others	closest	to	them.		
Sanballat,	Tobaih,	and	Geshem	were	neighbors	to	the	Jews.	Gilbert	Keith	Chesterton	said,	

“The	Bible	tells	us	to	love	our	neighbors,	and	also	to	love	our	enemies;	probably	because	they	
are	generally	the	same	people.”	Those	people	closest	to	us	often	attack	the	fiercest.	Same	
profession.	Same	denomination.	Same	family.	Same	church.	

	
B. Critics	feel	threatened.	

Sanballat,	Tobaih,	and	Geshem	knew	a	strong	Jerusalem	would	endanger	the	balance	of	power	
in	the	region,	robbing	Sanballat	and	his	friends	of	influence	and	wealth.	
	

C. Critics	often	attack	the	things	of	God.		
Opposition	is	often	evidence	that	God	is	blessing.	Satan	will	use	ridicule	and	mocking	to	destroy	
God’s	work.		
	

D. Critics	use	verbal	attacks	as	their	most	common	weapon.		
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Sanballat,	Tobaih,	and	Geshem	were	“mocking	and	ridiculing”	Nehemiah	and	the	Jews.	
“Mocking	and	ridiculing”	means	to	“to	utter	repeatedly	words	of	criticism.”	Thomas	Carlyle	
called	ridicule	“the	language	of	the	Devil.”	Critics	know	that	some	people	will	stand	bravely	
when	shot	at	but	will	collapse	when	laughed	at.	Sanballat,	Tobaih,	and	Geshem	shot	their	
verbal	assault	repeatedly.		
	

2. The	nature	of	critics.		
	

A. Critics	resist	change	(v	1).	One	would	think	that	seeing	a	small	band	of	people	
succeeding	in	a	massive	project	would	evoke	admiration.	But	that	was	not	so.	The	heart	
of	the	habitual	critic	resists	change.	To	the	critic,	change	is	a	threat.	
	

B. Critics	run	with	critics.	Critics	have	a	“herd”	mentality	(vv.	1-2).			
	

C. Critics’	words	are	designed	to	demoralize	(vv.	2-3).		
• They	ridiculed	the	workers	by	calling	them	feeble.		
• They	ridiculed	the	work	itself	by	asking	three	taunting	questions:	Will	they	

restore	the	wall?	In	other	words,	could	a	remnant	of	feeble	Jews	hope	to	build	a	
wall	strong	enough	to	protect	the	city	from	an	army?	Will	they	offer	sacrifices,	
implying	it	takes	more	that	prayer	and	worship	to	rebuild	a	city?	Will	they	finish	
in	a	day,	suggests	that	the	Jews	did	not	know	how	difficult	the	task	was	and	
would	soon	call	it	quits.		

• They	ridiculed	the	materials	they	were	using.	The	stones	were	taken	out	of	the	
rubbish	heaps	and	were	old	and	damaged.		

• They	ridiculed	the	finished	product.	They	said,	“You	wouldn’t	need	an	army	to	
knock	down	the	wall;	a	solitary	fox	could	do	it!”	A	lot	of	what	the	critics	said	was	
true.		
	

3. Dealing	with	the	critical	spirit.	
	

A. Pray	about	the	criticism.	(v.	4)		
Before	you	criticize,	pray	about	it.	Instead	of	turning	it	over	and	over	again	in	your	mind,	turn	it	
over	to	God.	Would	your	criticism	honor	God?	
	
Nehemiah	did	not	retaliate	against	his	critics.	He	took	the	criticism	to	God	in	prayer.	Notice,	
Nehemiah	got	angry.	But	he	didn’t	take	it	out	on	others,	he	took	it	to	God.	His	anger	was	
channeled	into	his	work.	A	critic	needs	to	learn	that	approach.	
	
When	we	are	contemplating	criticism,	we	would	do	well	to	learn	from	Nehemiah.	Talk	to	God	
about	what	is	troubling	you.	Chuck	Swindoll	wrote,	“You	are	never	more	successful	than	when	
you	are	on	your	knees	in	prayer:	The	saint	who	advances	on	his	knees	need	never	retreat	
because	prayer	provides	an	invincible	shield.”	
	

B. Ask:	Will	my	words	encourage	or	discourage?	(v.	6)	
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Critics	demoralize.	Leaders	encourage.	The	easiest	thing	for	Nehemiah	would	have	been	to	give	
up	and	go	back	to	Susa.	But	Nehemiah	persisted.	He	kept	on	building	the	wall.	
	
Calvin	Coolidge	wrote,	“Press	on.	Nothing	can	take	the	place	of	persistence.	Talent	will	not.	
Nothing	is	more	common	than	unsuccessful	men	with	talent.	Genius	will	not.	Unrewarded	
genius	is	almost	a	proverb.	Education	will	not.	The	world	is	full	of	educated	derelicts.	
Persistence	and	determination	alone	are	overwhelmingly	powerful.”	

	
C. Realize	that	criticism	will	motivate	the	strong	to	continue.	(v.	6)			

The	Jewish	people	used	the	criticism	as	a	motivation	to	bigger	and	better	things.	They	said	to	
themselves,	“They	say	we	can’t	build	this	wall,	but	we’ll	show	them.”	Winston	Churchill	wrote,	
“Kites	rise	highest	against	the	wind.”	The	wind	of	criticism	enables	some	people	to	rise	to	new	
heights,	new	potentials,	and	new	strengths.	

	
D. 	Time	answers	all	criticism.	(vv.	15-16)			

Time	and	success	has	a	way	of	erasing	a	lot	of	criticism.	Remember,	they	don’t	build	
monuments	to	the	critic.		
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