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course of the program—the Netflix-BANFF Diversity of Voices 
Initiative offers a professional springboard for underrepresented 
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careers and help projects at all stages move forward by providing a 
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and international sales for the program participants and the 
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Tobi Abdul
Director/Producer, Little Andro Media

Tobi Abdul (they/she) is a Nigeria-born, small-town raised 
and Toronto-based producer and director working across 
both scripted and unscripted television. Most recently, 
they directed Fashion Dis (AMI/Nikki Ray), field-produced 
for upcoming Cirque Du Soleil documentary (MGM/Trilogy 
Films) and associate produced Revenge Of The Black Best 
Friend (CBC Gem/iThentic). Fresh off unscripted shows 
like Big Brother Canada 9, Canada’s Drag Race 1, and Last 
One Laughing: Canada, Tobi made the leap to directing 

and in 2020, they directed episode 106 of the Critics Choice-nominated and 
MIPCOM Diversify TV-winning docuseries Shine True (OutTv/Fuse/VICE), of which 
she was also the associate and casting producer. Tobi is a Netflix-Banff Diversity 
of Voices alumni and was also a past RBC x MVP Prism Prize recipient. As a Black, 
androgynous, lesbian, Tobi is dedicated to uplifting other queer and/or BIPOC folks 
in both life and work. She’s not just looking for a seat, they want to build a whole new 
table.

tobi.abdul@gmail.com 
littleandro.com
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Raghed Charabaty 
Writer/Director, IDRA Productions

Raghed (Ray) Charabaty is a Lebanese-Canadian filmmaker 
based in Toronto. His work deals with love and desire, 
danger, magical realism and light visual poetry. Raghed 
is the recipient of the SSHRC Award in Honour of Nelson 
Mandela (2018), the Starfish Art Award (2015), and numerous 
Canada Council for the Arts grants to fund his ongoing 
work. Charabaty’s films are also part of the permanent 
collections at the NSCAD Anna Leonowens Art Gallery and 
the Saint Mary’s University Art Gallery. In 2020, Raghed 

co-founded IDRA Productions with filmmaker Atefeh Khademolreza in Toronto. 
Charabaty holds an MFA in Film Production from York University (2019) and a BFA in 
Film Production with a Minor in Art History from NSCAD University (2016). His films 
have screened and won awards at various international film festivals including 
TIFF’s Canada’s Top Ten, the Festival du Nouveau Cinéma, Beirut International Film 
Festival, Aesthetica Film Festival, and more.

r.charabaty.ca@gmail.com 
charabatyfilms.com / idraproductions.com
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Shirley Cheechoo 
President, Spoken Song Production

As a member of the Cree Nation, Shirley Cheechoo was 
born in Eastmain, Quebec, and moved to Moose Factory, 
Ontario when she was a young girl.  It was there that 
she was separated from her family and sent to several 
residential schools in Northern and Southern Ontario.

Shirley went on to become an alumna of the prestigious 
Canadian Film Centre, Sundance Film Institute and the 
Banff Centre. She is the first, First Nation female to write, 

produce and direct a dramatic feature film. Shirley is the recipient of the 2008 
National Aboriginal Achievement Award for Arts, and has received over 21 awards 
and recognition for her feature films, television movie, documentaries, and short 
films. She was conferred an Honorary Doctorate of Letters, Laurentian University, 
Sudbury, ON. Shirley was motivated by what she deems as her “frustration” as a 
mother and as a native woman, in seeing the constant failure of Aboriginal people to 
thrive and live, dream and hope. She decided to do her part in changing that through 
film and television. She founded De-ba-jeh-mu-jig Theatre Group, Weengushk Film 
Institute and Weengushk International Film Festival.

Shirley was appointed as Chancellor of Brock University in 2015. She continues to 
use artistic expression as a way to channel her past experiences in-and-out of the 
residential school system. Healing from these experiences has been a personal 
lifelong journey, but it is artistic expression, which has had the most significance 
and influence of who and where she is today.

She was recently awarded The Order of Canada in May 2019.

sdcheechoo@gmail.com
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Kanja Chen 
Writer/Creative Producer, Chensational Productions

Kanja Chen is a creative producer, writer, educator and 
puppeteer, who has worked on numerous high profile 
television productions. He’s been formally trained by 
The Jim Henson Company, Sesame Street Workshop 
and has taught at the Second City Training Centre in 
Toronto. Kanja is multi-racial (black/asian father and 
white mother), and is heavily influenced by his Jamaican 
heritage, being co-raised by his Jamaican grandmother 
and family.

 
Kanja’s most recent achievement as a puppeteer was performing on the highly 
anticipated reboot of the Fraggle Rock franchise, airing on AppleTV+. Other recent 
works include Kanja as a writer and educational consultant on The Fabulous show 
with Fay & Fluffy, a pre-school show for Family Channel Jr. and recently being hired 
as a freelance writer for Dodo Kids. He’s worked as a puppeteer/builder on Odd 
Squad (PBS), and was the head of the Puppet and Creature Department for “Oh Yuck!, 
currently airing on Netflix. 
 
Kanja was honoured to recently been chosen as a semi-finalist, in the Ottawa 
International Animation Festival’s Pitch This! Contest. He also placed top two, at the 
Toronto Animation Artist Festival International, pitching his original content. 
Kanja currently resides in Burlington Ontario, with his wife, his three awesome kids 
and a room filled with puppets and 80’s toy collectables.

kanja@chensational.ca
chensational.ca
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Priscilla Cherry 
Creator & Host, Simba Creative

Priscilla is a free-spirited story gatherer, has a passion 
for people and loves to creatively collaborate with 
equally uplifting energies. A born and raised Calgarian 
(Moh’kins’tsis), with ancestors from Trinidad & Tobago, 
Priscilla firmly believes in the connection and power 
of storytelling, the urgency of reclaiming our personal 
narratives as Bodies of Culture, and the belief that 
everyone has something to share that someone else would 
want to hear.

Having worked with the Mental Health Commission of Canada, Entertainment 
Tonight Canada, and co-founding a non-profit wellness organization, Priscilla has 
witnessed first-hand that when people practice compassion and understanding 
of how to Respond with Love and Lead with Kindness, our relationships with each 
other, as well as ourselves, move towards a path of true liberation and reconciliation.

hello@priscillacherry.com
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Marilyn Cooke 
Writer/Director

As a writer and director, Marilyn brings complex issues to 
life with diverse perspectives in every story she crafts. 
Since completing her degree in film studies, she has 
written and directed three short fiction films. Her latest 
short, No Ghost in the Morgue, was part of the Not Short 
on Talent showcase at the Clermont-Ferrand Short Film 
Market and won the Best Narrative Short Film Award at 
its world premiere at the Santa Barbara International Film 
Festival, making it an Academy Award qualifier for 2023. 

Her previous film Wanted: Strong Woman has screened in more than 40 festivals 
such as Palm Springs, Vienna Shorts and Dresden and won 7 mentions and awards, 
including Best Director Grand Prize at the Rhode Island International Film Festival. 
She is currently writing her first feature film, which received support from the TIFF 
Filmmaker Lab. She also directs television series such as Pa t’mentir (currently on 
tou.tv) a talk show that explores topics involving the Black community.

cooke.marilyn@gmail.com
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Ryan Cooper 
Producer, Back to Space Productions

Ryan Cooper is an Ojibwe, two spirited, LGBTQ+ 
Producer from Treaty One Territory Peguis First Nation. 
Ryan is a graduate of the National Screen Institute’s CBC 
New Indigenous Voices program. The NSI Indigidocs 
program where he had the opportunity to produce an 
award-winning short documentary that went on to be 
programmed in festivals all around the globe some of 
which include The Slamdance Film Festival, the Vancouver 
international film Festival and the Cannes Film Festival 

Contant Corner with Telefilm’s “Not so Short on Talent” program. The film When The 
Children Left can now be found on CBC Gem. 

Ryan created two web series, one titled Daybreak People that aired on Bell MTS 
Fibe TV1, and the imagineNative/APTN pitch winning series iNdigiThreads. 
Ryan is producing two TELEFILM TALENT TO WATCH projects. One of which is 
INdigiThreads and the other being the selected CFC Netflix accelerator program 
series Alter Boys. Alter Boys is set to shoot in late summer of 2022. Ryan was also 
named as one of Playback’s Ten to Watch for 2021. Ryan for three years running 
was chosen for Netflix-BANFF Diversity of Voices and is a recipient of the IPF 
producer Bursary. And most recently Ryan was chosen as one of the writers for the 
WarnerMedia x Canadian Academy Writers Program.

Ryan has multiple projects in various genres and formats in development from 
many broadcasters across Canada. Ryan is focused on producing and writing 
contemporary, cultural & modern stories in an authentic way through scripted and 
factual storytelling.

rcwryan@icloud.com
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Paula Devonshire 
Producer, Devonshire Productions

Paula Devonshire graduated from the University of 
Toronto. She attended the prestigious Canadian Film 
Centre’s Producer’s Lab, Trans-Atlantic Partners and was 
the first Canadian to participate in the Inside Pictures 
Producer Program in London, UK. Paula is a member of 
the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte First Nation. 

Through her company Devonshire Productions, 
Paula produced the features: REAL TIME, GEORGE 

ROMERO’S SURVIVAL OF THE DEAD, WET BUM, INDIAN HORSE, and RUN WOMAN 
RUN. She is currently in post-production on Darlene Naponse’s STELLAR.

Paula is also a talented writer with several series in development with various 
broadcasters: a crime drama THE THIN RED LINE, a post-apocalyptic thriller 
THE LAST NATION, and a comedic drama CLARAVOYANT.  Devonshire is also 
currently adapting as a feature film, the Governor General Award-winning 
short story, MARY REPARATRIX, supported by Telefilm Canada and the Harold 
Greenberg Fund.

Paula Devonshire was on the Board of Directors for the imagineNative Film 
Festival for many years. She is also a member of the Directors Guild of Canada, 
the Canadian Media Producers Association and is on the Feature Film Industry 
Advisory Board for the Ontario Media Development Corporation.

paula@devonshireinc.com
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Kathleen Edwards 
Filmmaker, Producer, Moontime Productions

K. J. Edwards is a filmmaker and producer with 
Moontime Productions. Kathleen was raised in 
Edmonton, Alberta and relocated to Toronto in 2007. 
Her family are wolf clan, from Kahnawá:ke and she is of 
Kanien’kehá:ka, and Ukrainian, French ancestry.

Kathleen is a recent graduate of Ryerson University ’s 
Image Arts Film Production Program. She is a 2023 MFA 
Candidate with Emily Carr University of Art & Design 

in Vancouver, where she is grateful to study as a guest on unceded traditional 
Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh territory.

Kathleen’s short film Meet The Sky, starring Chanin Lee, Tunchai Redvers, and 
Cheri Maracle, is making festival rounds. Meet The Sky’s World Premiere took place 
on Friday November 5th 2021 at the American Indian Film Festival, where it was 
nominated for Best Live Short: https://vimeo.com/507140191

Kathleen was recently a Youth Mentor for Saagajiwe’s Creative Native Project with 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, the Production Coordinator for the 2021 X University Virtual 
Pow Wow and a 2021 Mentee with the Vancouver International Film Festival Catalyst 
Program. She works regularly as a freelance editor and producer.

contact@moontimeproductions.com
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Ebonie Finley 
Director, Nomad Productions

Ebonie is a half Canadian, half Bahamian director, a host 
and the founder of Nomad Production from Montreal. 
The company aims to create original and inclusive 
content from across the world. She has a Bachelor’s 
degree in Marketing but learned everything about films, TV 
and media as she worked her way up on sets. She decided 
to specialize in documentary and created her first web 
series, Nomad Generation, that generated over 3 million 
views in the Quebecer French market. The series was 

nominated as the best travel series at the Numix Gala in 2019. Ebonie is currently 
in production on her second documentary: Night Riders, which will be presented 
at 2023 mountains film festival in order to include more diversity in winter sports. 
She is also now working on a spin off, English international version of Nomad 
Generation.

thenomadgeneration.com
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Rylan Friday 
Independent Filmmaker

Rylan Friday (Saulteaux Ojibway / Plains Cree) is a 
multi-disciplinary director, curator, writer and producer 
from Cote First Nation, Saskatchewan. Rylan’s focus is 
to bring an honest discourse of LGBTQ2+ & Indigenous 
representation to the big screen while being truthful 
to their own narratives. His short film This Bright Flash 
has screened at VIFF, FTQFF, The Lift-Off Sessions LA, 
FNFVF Chicago and Festival Mix: Film & Sexual Diversity 
in Mexico City. In 2019, he produced the feature film 

Portraits From a Fire and helped implement its peer-to-peer mentorship program 
for Indigenous youth. 

Rylan became the first openly gay Indigenous filmmaker to spearhead the 2020 
iteration of the Vancouver International Film Festival’s Catalyst Mentorship Program, 
and curated the highly success #Indigeneity series for Reel Causes. He was also the 
lead curator for the Who We Are Indigenous Film Series, a collaboration with VIFF 
and the Museum of Vancouver.

Currently, Rylan is in post-production on his short form projects Looking For Tiger 
Lily, Musk., The Sound of You Collapsing; in development with MBM TV and Justin 
Hagedorn on Unsettled: Encounters With The Unknown; and is slated to go into 
production with Urban Ink on Terror/Forming with hopes of turning this project into 
a feature film.

r.friday@live.ca
rylanfriday.com
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Shawn Gerrard 
Producer, Head On Pictures

Shawn Gerrard is an alumnus of the York University film 
production and screenwriting program and the Toronto 
International Film Festival’s Filmmaker Lab. Shawn has 
written and directed a number of short films, a feature 
film, as well as episodic television. Shawn’s films have 
focussed on the struggle of people looking to make a 
place for themselves in the world. In 2020, Shawn was 
selected to participate in the TIFF Filmmaker Lab at the 
Toronto International Film Festival with the distinction of 

participating as a TIFF Fellow with a Hudson’s Bay Foundation Fellowship. In 2021 
Shawn’s film Inheritance screened at the Toronto International Film Festival as part 
of the OLG/NBA Films For Fans programme celebrating 75 years of the NBA.

shawn@headonpictures.com
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Roble Issa 
Writer and Director

Roble Issa is a Somali-Canadian filmmaker based in 
Toronto whose focus is on writing and directing dramatic 
features, documentaries, and one-hour dramas. In 2019, 
he was part of the initial cohort of a pilot Production 
Assistant Training Program, facilitated by POV 3rd Street 
and CEE Toronto, designed to provide black youth with 
an opportunity to enter the screen-based industry as 
a Production Assistant. He made his directorial debut 
with a short documentary entitled Mending a Crack in 

the Sky that was an official selection at the 2021 Hot Docs Canadian International 
Documentary Festival. The film is currently on the festival circuit in addition to being 
broadcasted on Crave television. Also in 2021, he was accepted into Reelworld’s 
Emerging 20 Program to develop his debut feature film, “Car”.

robissa@yahoo.com 
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Maria Kennedy 
Owner/EP, Little Engine Moving Pictures

Maria Kennedy is owner and co-founder of Little Engine 
Moving Pictures, where she oversees all business 
aspects of Little Engine’s creative properties, including 
the company’s development, production and distribution 
divisions. Through Maria’s direction, Little Engine’s new 
distribution division has rapidly expanded with a library 
of premium in-house and third-party titles. Since 2014, 
she has secured over 5 million dollars in financing for 
the development and production of Little Engine’s 

original series and digital content. Maria has worked with Canadian broadcast 
partners TVO, CBC, Société Radio-Canada, TFO, Knowledge, SuperChannel, and 
OMNI, and funding partners Canada Media Fund, Shaw Rocket Fund, COGECO 
Fund, Bell Fund, Rogers Telefund and Ontario Creates. She has produced TV 
series, feature films, commercials, short form branded content, and companion 
Interactive websites and games. Her debut series Now You Know was licensed to 
over 100 territories worldwide. She is a recipient of the BANFF Spark Program, 
National Screen Institute Feature Film program, Canadian Creative Accelerator 
and the CFC Canadian Film Centre Fifth Wave Initiative. Maria is a Youth Media 
Alliance board member who fosters mentorship for emerging diverse creators 
and producers. A strong advocate of gender, BIPOC and LGBTQ2S+ equity in 
the workplace, Maria encourages creators, storytellers, producers, animators, 
newcomers and veterans in the media industry to reach out and say hello.

littleengine.tv
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Samantha MacAdam 
Writer/Director, Mrs Mac Films

From being named one of Playback’s “10 to Watch 2021” to 
directing MARVEL’s Simu Liu in a series of commercials, 
I am an award-winning Guyanese-Canadian narrative 
filmmaker, with a focus on comedy and horror.

My film career actually began while I was on maternity 
leave after a decade of editing and directing promos and 
commercials. I decided the time was right to take the leap 
into filmmaking—because being sleep deprived with barely 

any time to shower was the perfect training ground for film directing!

Some of my recent work includes directing an unbelievably sweet and fun Christmas 
rom-com and co-writing and directing a set of commercials with Simu Liu (which 
he also starred in). Recent successes include my comedic feature screenplay Prom 
Night being selected for the Whistler Film Festival, the Women in the Director’s 
Chair: Story & Leadership program 2021, and the Toronto International Film 
Festival’s Big Pitch Event 2020.

Other career highlights include my comedic short/proof-of-concept, Prom Night, 
premiering at Just for Laughs and beating out 650 films becoming a top-five finalist 
in Kevin Hart’s LOL Showcase. And directing two hilarious CBC GEM series True 
Dating Stories (one episode) virgins! (three episodes, including the pilot).

At present I am enjoying the extreme bliss that is not being stuck in lockdown with 
little children….and I am working as a director, in series, films and commercials, 
while continuing to develop my feature projects (a comedy and a horror).

With all that’s going on in the world, I feel very fortunate to be doing what I love, 
and my focus is to create fun escapist work, which I hope will bring a few smiles or 
screams to people’s lives!

sammacadam.com
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Lindsay McIntyre 
Director, Tiny Moving Pictures

Lindsay McIntyre is a filmmaker of Inuit and settler descent 
and holds an MFA in Film Production from Concordia 
University and a BFA in Painting and Drawing from 
the University of Alberta. Her multiple award-winning 
short films are often process-based and for some she 
even makes her own 16mm film with handmade silver 
gelatine emulsion. She was named the 2021 Women in 
the Director’s Chair Feature Film Award winner, the Victor 
Martyn Lynch-Staunton recipient for Excellence in Media 

Arts by the Canada Council (2013), was honoured with the REVEAL Indigenous Art 
Award (Hnatyshyn Foundation, 2017) and her personal documentary Her Silent Life 
won Best Experimental Film at imagineNATIVE (2012). Having made 40 short films, 
she is transitioning to the field of narrative to tell powerful and authentic stories as a 
director, beginning with her first feature The Words We Can’t Speak. She is honoured 
to have participated in the WIDC’s Story & Leadership program and Women In View’s 
Five In Focus: Indigenous 2021. She has been a member of the Double Negative 
Collective, EMO Collective, artist-run film labs, and an international consortium 
of emulsioneers. Recent projects include an animated documentary for INUA at 
Qaumajuq, Ajjigiingiluktaaqtugut: We Are All Different (2021) which earned a special 
mention as one of 2021 VIFF’s Best Shorts and was nominated for Best Animation at 
the American Indian Film Festival, a Telus Optik Local documentary Final Roll-Out: 
The Story of Film (2018) and a monumental projection-mapping installation on the 
Vancouver Art Gallery, If These Walls (2019). She is an Associate Professor of Film 
+ Screen Arts at Emily Carr University of Art and Design on unceded Coast Salish 
territories and she teaches film anywhere else that people will listen.

tinymovingpictures@gmail.com
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Leena Minifie 
CEO/Producer, Stories First Productions

Leena Minifie (Gitxaala/British) is a producer, director and 
digital communications expert who has been working as a 
filmmaker, journalist, storyteller and change-maker for over 
20 years. She specialized in Indigenous Studies and New 
Media at the Institute of American Indian Arts, and has worked 
as a journalist, co-founding Ricochet.Media, an English and 
French online digital publication in Canada.

She is the CEO and owner of Stories First Productions, 
a production and digital strategy company with its focus being the dramatic 
improvement of digital impact and marketing. Stories First have reached success 
for Indigenous feature films such as Indian Horse, The Grizzlies, Monkey Beach, Run 
Woman Run and Night Raiders, bringing the first three to reach number one in the 
Canadian box office. Alongside Squeeze CMM, Leena also ran the digital strategy and 
marketing for the North American release of The New Corporation: The Unfortunately 
Necessary Sequel. 

She recently completed a handful of projects, including the landmark four-part 
documentary series ‘British Columbia - An Untold History’, with Screen Siren 
Pictures for the Knowledge Network, which is nominated for five Canadian Screen 
Awards, the program showcases the racialized history of the westernmost province. 
Leena just finished recently co-directing and co-producing the fifth estate 
documentary The Reckoning: Secrets Unearthed by Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc

She has produced a number of short films, including ‘The Cave’ which made it to The 
Sundance Festival in 2011, as well as The Toronto International Film Festivals Top Ten 
list. Her dance film ‘The Heist’ played internationally in LGBTQ2+ festivals and was 
nominated for a Yorkton Golden Sheaf Award.

As a journalist, Leena has produced stories for CBC Radio One, APTN National 
News and CTV; as a Digital Strategist, she has worked with large US nonprofits and 
foundations championing racial equity and environmental issues.
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The knowledge she has accrued over her career has given Leena a unique view of 
how to produce stories and media that change the world with a nuanced approach 
to culture, politics, environment and history. She always brings her unique insights 
to share with her colleagues and cohorts, such as with the  2019 BANFF Spark 
Accelerator for Women and her 2021-2023 fellowship with the Bell Media/Reel World 
program for BIPOC producers

storiesfirst.ca

Leena Minifie (cont.)
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Faran Moradi 
Writer/Director, Nova 9 Pictures

Iranian-Canadian filmmaker, born and raised in Ontario, 
Canada is best known as a Telefilm Talent to Watch recipient 
for his feature film, “Tehranto”. After having made numerous 
films during his studies at Sheridan College, Faran went on to 
direct and edit on Emmy Award winning TV shows including 
“Odd Squad”, and write and direct the award winning short film 
“Blackpowder and Guilt”. His most recent credits include four 
episodes of the Hulu series “Holly Hobbie” and as a director 
shadow on the eOne show “Moonshine”.

andrew@playmgmt.com
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Reem Morsi
Writer/Director/Producer, Scarab Films

Reem Morsi is a Toronto based Egyptian/Canadian writer/
director/producer. She worked as a professional scuba 
diver then a human rights officer at the United Nations 
and other International Organizations for a decade prior to 
becoming a filmmaker. 

Reem’s first feature film as a writer/director/producer, 
HYSTERIA, is a Telefilm Talent to Watch project currently 
in post-production (with support from the CFC/Netflix 

Accelerator Program & the Canada Arts Council) to be released May 2022. She also 
directed a second feature film, the thriller/drama “The Last Mark”, (TIFF Selects 
2021). Reem has also directed two episodes of “Virgins” a new CBC Gem series, 
including the series finale September 2021 and others. 

Morsi’s feature film script, BOOTLEG, received the Rainin scriptwriting grant/the 
San Francisco Film Society (2016) & won the Telefilm Canada New Voices Award at 
the Toronto Screenwriters Conference in 2017 and is currently in development. 
She was selected as one of 10 participants at the Berlinale Script Lab 2018, and both 
herself and her project BOOTLEG were especially highlighted at the Berlinale Talents 
Opening Ceremony and throughout the program. Following that, Reem & Bootleg 
participated at Realness Pan African Screenwriting Residency & Cannes Film 
Festival Atelier des Cinémas du Mondes. 

Morsi’s film credits include THEIR FEAST (2012 TIFF, BBC, Cine Sud), NOSTALGIA 
(2015 – WIFTV), THE DOOR (Whistler, 2016 & Best Drama at 2017 Yorkton Film 
Festival, Audience Choice Award & Best Screenplay at WIFT Showcase 2018), 
SHOW & TELL (2016), which won the WIFT/BravoFact pitch competition & 
Golden Sheaf Awards for Best Director, Best Short Subject & Best Emerging 
Director (Yorkton Film Festival, 2017). Reem also won the Canadian National Genre 
Competition by WIFTV for her series sci/fi genre concept, FISH. 

Morsi has participated in the Berlinale Talents & Script Station (2012 & Bootleg 
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2018) & TIFF (2016) Talent Labs, CFC’s Directors’ & WIDC Director’s labs in 2014/2015. 
Morsi is a recipient of The Academy of Canadian Cinema and Television inaugural 
Apprenticeship Program for Female Directors, through which she shadowed the 
director of THE HANDMAID’S TALE on a block of two episodes. She has also been 
chosen as a participant of Women in View’s 2xMore 2017 Director’s Lab, where she 
shadowed on two episodes and directed an episode of Sinking Ship Entertainment 
series DINO DANA (TVOKids/Amazon Prime). She has also written/ directed an 
episode of MY PERFECT LANDING (Family Channel/Netflix). 

reem.morsi@gmail.com

Reem Morsi (cont.)
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Parth Parikh 
Writer/Screenwriter

Parth Parikh is an Indian Canadian writer, producer and 
digital creator. He is currently an animation writer for 
Wildbrain on an upcoming Kids’ TV series, a staff writer for 
YTV’s The Zone and a freelance writer for the Beaverton. 
Parth has been a finalist in the 2019 ScreenCraft Pilot 
Launch TV Script Contest, Story Editor for WildBrain and is 
a graduate of both the Second City Conservatory Program 
and BIPOC TV & Film’s Kids’ Writing Bootcamp. He is also a 
producer for the all-POC podcast We Gotta Eat Too. Parth’s 

long-term goals are to increase South Asian representation in media. In his spare 
time, Parth obtained a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering.

parthparikh99@gmail.com
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Christine Rodriguez 
Writer, Productions La Tigresse

Christine Rodriguez is the award-winning playwright 
of “Dreaming in Autism,” which earned third prize at 
Ottawa Little Theatre’s 72nd National One-Act Playwriting 
Competition. Her most recent play, “Simone, Half and Half,” 
commissioned and produced in 2020 by Black Theatre 
Workshop, received five Montreal English Theatre Award 
nominations, including one for Outstanding New Text. 
The play will be published by Playwrights Canada Press in 
2022. Her first short film, “Fuego,” an Official Selection of 

the 2021 American Black Film Festival was written and filmed in English, French and 
Spanish.  Christine wrote a feature version of “Fuego” as part of the WarnerMedia 
Access x Canadian Academy Writers Program. She was also selected by the Rogers-BSO 
Development Fund to write the pilot for her TV concept “Nina’s ‘80s.”  Her feature 
screenplay “Maya Rising” was a Quarterfinalist in the 2022 Screencraft Horror 
Competition.  Christine was also nominated for Filmmaker/Director of the Year by 
Montreal’s prestigious Gala Dynastie. She has an MBA from McGill University and a 
Certificate of Professional Screenwriting from UCLA. She’s currently working on 
obtaining a Major in Hispanic Studies from Université de Montréal. Christine’s work 
is largely informed by her mixed-race Afro-Caribbean heritage and her multicultural 
environment.

productionslatigresse.com



Pitch Program Participants

26

Eric Sabbag 
Screenwriter/Producer, OAZ

Eric Sabbag is a Canadian Screen Award-winning 
and multiple CSA- and WGC-nominated writer and 
producer who recently wrapped on three seasons as 
Head Writer and Supervising Producer for the hit CBC 
series THE DETECTIVES and two seasons of REAL 
DETECTIVE on Netflix/ID. Eric pulls inspiration from 
his bilingual, Middle Eastern background to champion 
underrepresented characters and stories and ensure 
they are finally told on both the big and small screens. 

He is also an accomplished interviewer, known for incorporating an impressive 
amount of intricate research into all his endeavours. Currently writing and 
developing various scripted series, feature films and factual projects.

ericsabbag@gmail.com
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Jenny Steele 
Producer, Snapshot Studios

Jenny Steele is a quadruple threat: Producer, Director, 
On-Air Talent and Dancer/Choreographer. Her media career 
started in front of the camera, hosting entertainment 
programs that brought her face to face with countless 
celebrities, including George Clooney, The Rock, and Sarah 
Jessica Parker. Soon Jenny was producing and co-creating 
her own programs (Styleography, Celebrity Style Story), 
leading production teams that took programs from 
concept to completion. Her work has been broadcast on 

almost every Canadian network, including E!, CTV, CityTV, CBC, OMNI, The Biography 
Channel and Sportsnet.
 
Over the past two years she has concentrated on Impact Documentary 
production, developing projects that are entertaining, thought provoking and 
empowering. At Snapshot Studios she produced the documentaries Undetectable, 
2021, Miss Queen (in production) and the children’s educational series, JungleGym, 2022. 
She still balances her producing career with her work as a Television Personality, Host, 
Actor and Voice Artist. She’s appeared in numerous commercials, Heartland, Jann, 
the theatrical feature film, Left Behind and she recently took on a starring role in the 
upcoming independent feature, Losing Arlene. Jenny is thrilled to continue her passion 
for storytelling and to help bring important and impactful stories to life.

jenny@snapshotstudios.tv
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Nadine Valcin 
Producer/Director, Rebels and Misfits Media

Nadine Valcin is an award-winning bilingual producer, 
writer and director. Her factual and documentary work 
has been shown in Canada on CBC, CBC News Network, 
TVO, W, Artv, Réseau de l’information (RDI), Société 
Radio-Canada (SRC), TFO, as well TV One and the History 
Network in the United States. 

She has directed four documentary projects for the National 
Film Board of Canada, including the critically-acclaimed 

Black, Bold and Beautiful (1999) and Une école sans frontières (A School without 
Borders, 2008) and is currently developing a fifth project entitled Urban Tomorrows.

Nadine has been awarded numerous grants and prizes including two prestigious 
Chalmers Arts Fellowships and a Drama Prize from the National Screen Institute 
for the short film In Between. She holds a professional degree in architecture from 
McGill University and an MFA in Digital Futures from OCAD University. She is an 
alumna of Doc Lab, Women in the Director’s Chair, and the National Screen Institute 
as well as a recipient of the WIFT-T/DGC Ontario Director Mentorship.

rebelsandmisfitsmedia.com/home/contact
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Kenny Wong 
Writer, Incarcerated Penguins

Originally from Richmond, B.C., Kenny is a Montreal-based 
writer, actor, filmmaker, and violinist with a Bachelor of Music 
Performance degree from McGill University. His feature film 
script, ’Dystonia’ (based on Kenny’s true story of being a 
violinist diagnosed with Focal Hand Dystonia), was the 
recipient of the Telefilm New Voices Award from the 
Toronto Screenwriting Conference in 2017. Since then, 
the screenplay has been a finalist at the Golden Script 
Competition and the Oaxaca Script Competition, as well 

as being shortlisted for the National Screen Institute’s ‘Feature First Program’. 
In 2019, Kenny produced a concept short film of ‘Dystonia’ through grants from 
Jeunes Volontaires and TakingItGlobal. The film went on to premiere at the 
Toronto Shorts International Film Festival and win Best Drama Short at the 
Canadian Diversity Film Fest. Kenny was also the writer, co-producer, and star 
of ‘The Battle Jar Chronicles’, a comedy web series that exclusively screened at 
both Montreal and Ottawa Comiccons. In addition, his crime drama TV pilot script, 
‘Death Divided’, was a Top-25 finalist at the WeScreenplay Television Competition. 

On screen, Kenny is entering his third season as a main cast member of CTV/
NBC’s ‘Transplant’. Other acting credits include: ‘Slaxx’  (Shudder), ‘The Handmaid’s 
Tale’ (Hulu), ‘Pretty Hard Cases’ (CBC), ‘Frankie Drake Mysteries’ (CBC),  ‘Titans’ (DC/
Netflix), ‘Good Sam’ (Netflix), ‘The Bold Type’ (Freeform), ‘Killer High’ (Syfy), ‘Jack Ryan’ 
(Amazon) and ‘Lost Generation’ (New Form).

kennywong.actor@gmail.com
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Temilola Adebayo
Producer, Rellow Media

Temilola Adebayo is a Toronto-based Nigerian-Canadian 
filmmaker with years of collective experience in the 
screen-based media industry. Fresh out of university with 
a Mathematics degree, she made a pivot to pursue her 
long-time desire for filmmaking and content production. 
 
She started out as a production assistant in Nigeria’s 
Television & Film Industry popularly known as Nollywood 
and progressively rose through the ranks. She then joined 

cable TV operator, African Cable Television (ACTV) as head of productions and group 
channels’ manager where she was responsible for creating and producing content 
for nine specialty channels. She produced Nigeria’s first live-action animated film, 
DOGNAPPED, which screened across cinemas in Nigeria and won Best Animated 
Film at the Toronto International Nollywood Film Festival (TINFF). 
 
Temilola then moved to Canada to study Television & Film Business at Centennial College 
where she graduated with Honors. Upon graduation, she joined Toronto-based animation 
company, Guru Animation Studio, as a production accountant on the animated series 
Abby Hatcher and later transitioned to being a production coordinator on Sesame 
Street’s Mecha Builders. 
 
She is a 2022 participant of BlackStar Film Festival’s William and Louise Greaves 
Filmmaker Seminar. Temilola is also a 2021 alumna of the Canadian Film Centre 
Producers’ Lab as well as a recipient of the CMPA Diversity Producer Mentorship 
Program where she is currently working as a producer with award-winning 
production company Hungry Eyes Media led by the talented duo of Jennifer Holness 
and Sudz Sutherland. 
 
She is currently developing her feature film titled WHEN SECRETS TAKE FLIGHT 
which has received development support from the Canadian Film Centre and Canada 
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Council for the Arts and earned her a selection as one of the participants of the 2022 
Netflix-BANFF Diversity of Voices Initiative Professional Development Program.
 
With a love for all things Black and African, Temilola continues to produce content 
that straddles the African and North American cultures which she fondly refers to as 
Afrodiasporic content.

hello@temilolatash.com

Temilola Adebayo (cont.)
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Alfons Adetuyi 
Producer/Director, Inner City Films

Alfons Adetuyi is an award-winning producer and director 
recognized for both navigating the complexities of financing 
international co-productions and producing successful 
cross-cultural films and television series. He has produced 
over 130 episodes of prime-time television as well as feature 
films that have been distributed in the US, Canada and 
Europe, including four official co-productions with South 
Africa: Ekhaya: A Family Chronicle, JOZI H, LOVE JACKED 
and DREAMS OF THE MOON. Love Jacked opened the Pan 

African Film Festival in Los Angeles was released theatrically in the US and Canada 
and is currently streaming worldwide on Netflix. He also directed and produced the 
award-winning feature film HIGH CHICAGO, during its festival tour of Los Angeles, 
New York, Boston, Chicago and Toronto, the film garnered both the Audience Choice 
Award and Best Canadian Feature at the ReelWorld Film Festival. He recently directed 
the TV Movie, MIRACLE IN MOTOR CITY, starring Tia Mowry and Smokey Robinson. 
Alfons was featured in Indiewire’s ‘Shadow and Act’ Black Filmmakers to Watch and 
named as one of 2018’s Top 30 Black Directors. In 2021 Alfons received the ReelWorld 
Film Festival’s Visionary Award for his significant contribution to Canadian film, 
television and media.

alfons@innercityfilms.com
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Dorothy A. Atabong 
Managing Director, Ayinke Films

Dorothy A. Atabong is an award winning Director, 
Writer, Producer, and Actor based in Toronto. Her short 
film Sound Of Tears, screened at over 45 film festivals 
worldwide. It garnered multiple awards and nominations 
including The Africa Movie Academy Award, Court-métrage de 
fiction, Burundi, Best Film and Best Director Nominations 
for the Golden Sheaf Award, Ousmane Sembene 
Award – Zanzibar International Film Festival and Best 
Film at The Pan African Film Festival in LA and Cannes. 

Her recent film Eye of the Veil made with the support of the Art Councils is in 
post-production. She’s an alumna of the Women In the Director’s Chair (WIDC). 
Dorothy directed the CBC’s critically acclaimed 21 Black Futures – Season 3 - 
YEn Ara Asaase Ni/This Is Our Own Native Land. She is the winner of the 2020 
Cayle Chernin Award, and her feature script, Zenzile’s Journey is currently in 
development in partnership with Telefilm Canada. She is currently mentored by 
two-time Oscar nominated Director Atom Egoyan. Dorothy is passionate about 
creating accurate and clear representations of the experiences of three-dimensional 
black women in stories both tragic and glorifying.

ayinkefilms@gmail.com  
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Leila Aziza Ateb 
Creator & Host

On paper, Leila is a professional dancer, host, educator and 
entrepreneur. In her heart, she’s an artist, an enthusiastic 
world traveler, a compassionate old soul and a TikTok 
addict. Born and raised in Montreal, Quebec, Leila is 
Canadian of Tunisian and Portuguese descent speaking 
fluent English and French. 

With over a decade of experience, Leila has performed 
in a wide array of large scale productions ranging from 

musicals to music videos, commercials to circus shows and from television to live 
tours. She pursued a career in the performing arts after years of training in New 
York City. Before turning her passion into her profession, she completed degrees in 
Communications, Political Science and Journalism from Université de Montréal and 
Sciences Po Paris. Throughout her career she has also branched out into hosting 
which has allowed her to interview and share discussions with prominent figures. 
All these formative moments have allowed her to forge a unique perspective and 
have brought her to this defining point.

Why We Dance presents Chapter 1: The Havana Project is the unification of her 
two greatest passions, Travel and Dance and the natural progression towards her 
mission to heal and inspire the world through dance.

leilaaziza.com
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Basak Bagirkan 
Filmmaker, Cinema Bureau

Başak Bağırkan is a Canadian film director, producer, screenwriter, and photographer 
of Turkish descent. Originating from Calgary, Alberta, he is an alumnus of Vancouver 
Film School’s Film Production program, and in 2007 was selected for the National 
Apprenticeship Training Program from the Academy of Canadian Cinema and 
Television. Başak has collaborated on several award-winning independent films 
and has worked in the camera and visual effects departments of major studio 
productions, most notably; Ghostbusters: Afterlife and HBO’s The Last of Us. 
Başak strives to be a champion of unity amongst all people through his eclectic 
mix of storytelling.

cinemabureau.com



36

Professional Development Participants

Su Baloglu 
Producer, YN Films

Su Baloglu graduated from Carleton University with a BA in 
Film Studies and completed her MFA in Film Production in 
Istanbul. She worked as a production coordinator for several 
TV projects and international film crews filming in Turkey, 
including Arté productions. In 2014 she co-founded her 
production company and began producing independent 
shorts and documentaries, while continuing to work in 
production teams of international feature co-productions. 
She co-directed and produced Her First (2018); a documentary 

on the first film experiences of Turkish women filmmakers which competed and 
screened internationally, theatrically released in Turkey and is now on stream VOD. 
In 2020, Su produced Mamaville (2020) which competed at Sarajevo International 
Film Festival and Oberhausen Short Film Festival among many others, and received 
numerous awards. Equally passionate about film theory of film, Su is currently a PhD 
student at University of Toronto’s Cinema Studies Institute.

subaloglu@gmail.com
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Trevor Cameron 
Writer, Site M Entertainment

Trevor Cameron is a multiple award winning TV writer, 
director, story editor, performer and producer. 

Besides two wins and four nominations at the Gemini 
Awards, Best Animation at the American Indian Film 
Festival, and the Golden Sheaf Award, Trevor also won the 
prestigious Bell Media/WGC Diverse writers workshop, 
and was given top jury prize at the Chicago International 
Children’s Film Festival. 

Trevor’s first feature, “Shadow of Dumont”, about his relationship with his Métis roots 
and Gabriel Dumont was an official selection for ImagineNATIVE Film Festival in 
2020 and is currently streamable nationally through CityTV.

Trevor is a Métis from a mixed family. He is based in Toronto, and can’t bead, but knows 
people who can.

bluebuffalo@gmail.com
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Judy Chui 
Producer, True North Picture Pro Inc o/a WOW wee Productions

I am a Chinese-Canadian who grew up in Toronto as a 
child-immigrant. Although I did not go to film school, I have 
always loved the arts. And to me, art is stories, whether on 
a canvas, in a symphony, or on screens big & small.

When I had the opportunity to quit my job and be part of the 
storytelling community, to join a production crew, I knew I 
was presented with my life’s compass-north. 

I saw the start of a way forward, for me to make art, to one day tell my stories.

I had my production start in the locations department as an Assistant Location 
Manager for my first two years, then becoming Location Manager. Recent projects 
include “The Expanse”, “The Broken Hearts Gallery”, “In the Shadow of the Moon”. 
Past projects include “Covert Affairs”, “Private Eyes”, “The State Within”.

In 2021, I had the opportunities to Production Manage on ALCON Television’s “The 
Expanse”, and to Unit Manage on Studio 101’s “Mayor of Kingstown”.

I am looking for beacons of opportunity, to point the way for me to become the 
creator & filmmaker I long to be. My stories & I are ready to take those next steps.

judyfilmwork@yahoo.ca
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Fiona Clarke 
Creator/Producer/Writer, Bussup Media

Fiona Raye Clarke is an award-winning Trinidadian-Canadian 
writer and community-engaged artist. She is the editor 
of Basodee: An Anthology Dedicated to Black Youth (2012) 
and Black Like We: Troubleshooting the Black Youth 
Experience (2018) which was the winner of the ArtReach 
Youth Arts Pitch Contest. Her plays have appeared in 
various publications and on stage at the InspiraTO Festival, 
b current’s rock.paper.sistahz festival, and as part of the 
TD-DD Black Playwrights Mentoring Program. Her writing 

has been published in alt.theatre, The Puritan Town Crier blog, Room Magazine 
blog, Shameless Magazine blog, and elsewhere. She is the Artistic Director of 
INTERGENERACIAL, a Black youth oral history theatre program she founded in 
2015, and was the winner of the CaribbeanTales CineFAM Short Film Challenge 
for her short film “Intersecting” which premiered at the 2017 CaribbeanTales 
International Film Festival and screened at the San Francisco Queer National Arts 
Festival. She was a top ten finalist for the Magee TV Diverse Screenwriters Award 
and her co-created kids TV animated series, Mixed Up, was awarded the CBC/
Radio-Canada and Canada Council for the Arts Creation Accelerator funding and 
is currently in development. She holds a Master of Laws from Osgoode Hall Law 
School and a Creative Writing Certificate from Humber College and the University 
of Toronto School of Continuing Studies.

fionarayeclarke.com
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Keif Clement 
TV Writer/Creator

Keif Clement wrote on the cabaret-style preschool series, 
The Fabulous Show with Fay and Fluffy. Most recently, 
he was selected as a participant for Nelvana’s Black Write 
Talent Incubator. 

Keif’s drawn to writing stories about outsiders -- for children 
with strange and impeccable taste. His ultimate goal as 
a kids’ television creator is to shape special moments 
that would astonish and inspire his five-year-old self; 

a peculiar boy who would list Big Trouble in Little China, Total Recall, and Teen 
Wolf as his favourite movies.

keifclement@gmail.com
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Norm Coyne 
Partner/Producer, Barker Street Cinema

Norm Coyne is a Syilx producer, writer, and director. His path 
to film was led by his career as an award winning live event 
and magazine creator. Through the years, Norm’s projects 
have appeared in Mashable, Fox News, CBR, Paste, CBC, 
Mental Floss, Nerdist, Playback and on Kevin Smith’s podcast 
Fatman Beyond. 

In 2015, Norm founded the blockbuster entertainment event 
Northern FanCon. The convention has hosted over 100 stars 

in Northern British Columbia including William Shatner, Kevin Smith, Nichelle Nichols, 
Lou Ferrigno, Tricia Helfer, Alan Tudyk and Karl Urban to name a few. Identifying its 
unique opportunity, Norm has since developed the event into a local film industry 
catalyst and seen amazing results. 

During his film career, Norm served as executive producer of the critically acclaimed 
adaptation of Stephen King’s The Doctor’s Case which went on to win dozens of 
awards at festivals internationally and was reported by ScreenRant as “The 5th 
Best Stephen King film adaptation (according to IMDB)”. The momentum from the 
success of the film helped Norm spearhead efforts to build film industry in Northern 
British Columbia and in 2021, he produced the feature films A Great North Christmas 
(available in the US on Crackle), The Way to the Heart (available on Super Channel), 
and the short film Within the Grip. His upcoming projects include the bizarre 
festival travelogue Festies and the web series Small Town Longshots which boasts 
interviews with Emmy & Golden Globe winner Edward James Olmos, director Rachel 
Talalay, executive producer Michael Uslan, Alexander Ludwig and Writer’s Guild 
award winner Marc Bernardin.

barkerstreetcinema.ca
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Juan Cruz Baldassarre 
CEO, Moonshot Rights

Juan Cruz is an Argentine-national, Animation-Impresario. 
He loves collaborating with amazing artists and playing 
with new technologies. He likes Negronis after a run and 
loves political thrillers after playing Transformers with his 
six-year-old.
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Miranda Currie
Founder and Creative Director, CuRiouS CoNNectionS

Miranda Currie is a northern indigenous artist living and 
working in Sombe K’e, more widely known as Yellowknife, 
Northwest Territories, among the Dene people. She walks 
in two worlds; with one foot in her Swampy Cree heritage 
and the other foot in her Euro-Canadian ancestry. 

As an emerging filmmaker, Currie creates northern 
indigenous content that seeks to positively influence the 
indigenous narrative in Canada. Her short doc Tails on 

Ice had its international premiere at Cannes Short Film Festival in Cannes in 2021. 
Miranda uses her experience as an outdoor educator and wilderness guide to make 
outdoor adventure films that are accessible to children and families. 

Miranda Currie is credited as a teacher, musician and children’s author. She graduated 
from UVIC’s Indigenous Language Revitalization Program in March 2020. She lives in 
a cozy shack on the shores of the Great Slave Lake with her two favourite sled dogs, 
Niyanin and Ellesmere. 

mirandacurrie.ca
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Diana Dai
Producer/Director, Diana Dai Communications

A multi-award winning documentary filmmaker, 
Diana has won the prestigious Gemini Award and the 
Golden Sheaf Award for CBC’s documentary “China’s 
Earthquake: The People in the Pictures”. She is the 
director for the award-winning documentaries “My 
Farmland”, “My First 150 days”, and “China: The Miraculous 
Transformation”, in addition to other documentaries.

The films that Diana has produced/ directed/ written have 
been shown around the world and have won multiple awards at international film 
festivals. They are also in the collections of many renowned universities and libraries 
around the world.

Recently, Diana has extended her interest into the world of fiction. She produced 
and directed a short narrative film: “One more time, Blair”. Her screenplay for a short 
drama film “The Other Side” is a quarter-finalist for the “Los Angeles International 
Screenplay Awards”.

Diana is one of the founders of the Mandarin program for OMNI TV in Canada. Diana has 
taught the “Television” and the “Film and Video” courses at the Ontario Tech University, 
where she is a co-author of the textbook “Television in its Social Context”. 

Diana obtained her Master’s degree in Communication Studies at the University of 
Leeds in the UK.

diana@dianadai.ca
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Saxon de Cocq
Writer/Producer, 3 Story Pictures

Saxon de Cocq is a Métis writer, director and creative 
producer from Southern Alberta, Region 3 and is a 
registered citizen of The Métis Nation of Alberta. He has 
been the creative force behind a number of documentary 
series and is very excited to be in development on his first 
scripted television series. Saxon has written, directed, 
and produced eight films (seven narrative and one 
documentary) that have screened and been broadcasted 
across the country, including the CBC. Saxon has also 

written and directed 18 episodes, over four seasons, of the nationally broadcasted 
APTN TV series, The Other Side. He is also the creative producer for the series. 
Saxon has just finished a short film, which he wrote and produced, and is currently 
developing a docu-series, with APTN, about one of his Métis Ancestors.

saxon@3storypictures.com
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Paul Dhillon
Writer, Schmindian

Paul is a graphic designer by trade but has always harbored 
a desire to be a writer. When the pandemic hit, he decided 
to pursue writing seriously as a career.

adhillon@dal.ca
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Mamadou Tafsir Diallo
Writer/Director, Boregard Studios

M. T. Diallo is a writer/director who is a graduate of 
Norman Jewison’s Canadian Film Centre. He’s written on 
shows like CBC’s The Porter and Citytv’s Hudson & Rex. 
He tells character engaging stories with socio-political 
undertones.

mamadou.t.diallo@gmail.com
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Jadiel Dowlin 
Writer-Director-Actor, Istmo Productions

Jadiel Dowlin Lewis was named among Playback’s Top 
10 Talent to Watch in 2021. His journey as an Emmy 
nominated actor starting on Nickelodeon, Amazon Prime, 
PBS Kids, and Netflix, sparked a passion to create genre 
content that’s irresistible genre B.A.I.T. (Bold, Authentic, 
Illuminating, Tasteful), while reflecting his Black Latino 
culture. His YA action/adventure series, Zombra: Ghoul 
Detective, is in development with CORUS Entertainment’s 
YTV, Sinking Ship Ent, and Nelvana. He’s written for 

Amazon Prime, Cartoon Network, Shaftesbury, consulted for CBC/Hulu, and written 
short films. Jadiel was awarded Ryerson University’s “full ride” President’s Entrance 
Scholarship for which he majored in Philosophy & Film Studies; received Hollywood 
Reporter’s: “One of Canada’s Rising Stars Impacting Hollywood”; and won the 2020 
Youth Media Alliance travel grant for blossoming creators. He leads inclusive 
initiatives as the first Youth on the YMA’s Board of Directors. As homage to his 
heritage, Jadiel established Istmo Productions. Istmo is Spanish for isthmus, and in 
the same way his home country of Panama is the Isthmus that unites North and South 
American, Istmo Productions unites the world through powerful storytelling.

jadiel@jadieldowlin.com
jadieldowlin.com
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Krystle Ferdinand
Producer, Gravitate Productions

Krystle Ferdinand is a Canadian Actress and award-winning 
Producer and Writer based in Toronto, Canada. She co-founded 
Gravitate Productions in 2020 to house the development 
of independent feature films and original scripted content 
that highlight Black and underrepresented voices. As a 
graduate from the University of Toronto with a Bachelor 
of Commerce, she has leveraged her business acumen 
as a Producer on three short films that have screened at 
festivals worldwide.

Her most recent short film He Comes at Night recently had its world premiere at the 
Oscar and Canadian Screen award qualifying LA Shorts International Film Festival 
(2021). Also, her award-winning short film Engaged to be Engaged, which she wrote, 
produced and starred in, had its world premiere at Canadian Film Fest in 2019 and 
won Best Short at Short and Sweet Film Festival (2021) where Krystle was also 
nominated for Best Actress. She has acted in The Handmaid’s Tale, Private Eyes 
and Disney Plus’s Secret Society of Second Born Royals. Krystle is also an Assistant 
Director in the DGC, working on productions like Guillermo del Toro’s Nightmare Alley 
(2021), IT Chapter Two (2019) and Shazam! (2019).

Krystle is currently developing her first dramatic feature film The Yellow Queen.

krystle.ferdinand@gmail.com



50

Professional Development Participants

Daniel Foreman
Writer, Treaty 6 Productions

Daniel Foreman is a registered member of the Métis 
Nation of Alberta and has been involved with film and 
music since before he can remember. His father’s love of 
North American film combined with his Mother’s passion 
for French cinema has helped shape Daniel’s style and 
sensibilities. Beginning with music videos, he soon 
branched out to shooting on a film camera and editing on 
a Steenbeck.

After a run of successful live action digital shorts, he turned to animation and began 
exploring Indigenous mythology. This led to a Best Animation win at the American 
Indian Film Festival in 2018 which in turn led to being Fast Tracked in Telefilm’s 
Talent to Watch program. With this seed funding, the suspense thriller feature film 
“Abducted” was given life. The film is currently on the film festival circuit.

treaty6productions.ca
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Karina Garcia Casanova
Filmmaker, KGC films

Born in Mexico, Karina Garcia Casanova is a filmmaker 
based in Montreal / Tio’tiá:ke. After studies in Philosophy 
and Art History at McGill University, she directed several 
award winning short films (Lips, A Good Student, The Great 
Thinkers). In 2014, her debut feature documentary, Juanicas, 
an intimate meditation on mental illness and rootlessness, 
won numerous prizes worldwide (Atlanta Film Festival, RIDM, 
Cinelatino, etc.) and was released theatrically in Canada and 
Mexico. She is currently in development on several projects 

including When my hands were small (short fiction), The most beautiful girl in town 
(short fiction), and Sacré Coeur (feature documentary).

karina@kgcfilms.com
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Andrew Genaille
Screenwriter, Sir Perperphoulous Films

Andrew is a Sto:lo/Annishnabi screenwriter based in 
British Columbia on his Mothers Traditional Coast Salish 
Territory.  He writes mostly Dramedies about First Nations, 
believing that even our darker stories can be dealt with 
using humour.  He’s written “Johnny Tootall,” “Two Indians 
Talking” and the documentary series “Back in the Day.”   
More recently he’s directed the feature “Rehab.”

andrew.genaille@gmail.com
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Patricia Gomez Zlatar
Creator/Producer, Head on the Door Productions

Patricia Gomez Zlatar was born in Chile, eventually settling 
in Montreal by way of Pennsylvania. Patricia worked several 
years as a scientist before opting for a career change to 
film and forming Head on the Door Productions, a company 
dedicated to the horror genre.

Her credits include the features Graveyard Alive - A Zombie 
Nurse in Love (Winner: Best Cinematography Slamdance 
Film Festival), Go in the Wilderness, and SLAXX, which has 

been called “One of the Best Horror Comedies of the 21st Century”, and was the #3 
Best Reviewed film of 2021 on the horror platform Shudder.  Her credits also include 
the shorts Never Tear Us Apart, included in the horror anthologies Minutes Past 
Midnight and Blood Clots, The Chosen Ones, and festival favorite They’re Here.  

Patricia is co-creating a vampire television series with Elza Kephart, titled Sweet 
Blood, which was selected to the Torino SeriesLab, and pitched at the Series Mania 
Co-Production Forum in Paris.

pgomezzlatar@gmail.com 
headonthedoorproductions.com
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Angela Goulene
Director/Writer, Hannagie

ANGELA HANNA GOULENE is a French creator, writer, 
director, actress and illustrator currently based in 
Montreal, Quebec. She’s worked on the preschool series 
The Game Catchers, produced by Sardine Productions 
Inc and was a screenwriter for the company Flyos Games, 
where she worked on the Vampire: The Masquerade IP. 
Angela’s written novels, short stories, poems, songs, 
and multiple short films. Her short story Jack and 
her poem Makeup were both published by the literary 

magazine Montreal Writes. Angela’s latest short film, Not Another Serial Killer, 
was chosen for the 2021 Kino Kabaret. Not Another Serial Killer also made it to 
Round 2 of the prestigious PAGE International Screenwriting Competition of 2021, 
along with her animated scifi pilot script Tykoonshou. Angela’s short story A Second 
Chance and her novel Situations were also both chosen as quarterfinalists for two 
separate Screencraft competitions in 2019. She’s also the writer and showrunner of 
an animated, preschool Untitled Project recently optioned by the company Global 
Mechanic Media. Angela currently works as a VFX production coordinator for Mr. X. 
She spends the rest of her time co-directing and writing shorts with her directing 
partner, Alessandro Russotti. Her agents are Donna Felten and Kelly Calder (Natural 
Talent Inc.) in animation and Anissa Dorsey (Great Dog Literary) for three of her 
graphic novel projects.

angela@hannagie.com
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Simone Béatrice Gravel
Writer

Simone Béatrice Gravel is a cultural journalist and editorial 
assistant for TVA publications (based in Montréal, Québec). 
For more than seven years, she has been freelancing for 
several press agencies, including Urbania and Infopresse. 
She was also a researcher working in the television industry 
for KOTV and MAtv. At the same time, she develops various 
television projects as an author. She co-wrote Pa’t’mentir, 
a program broadcast on ICI TOU.TV.

Simone Béatrice is known for her creativity, critical mind and curiosity. She advocates 
for more cultural representation both behind and in front of the camera.

“Having been born to a white French-Canadian father and a Haitian mother, every day, 
I live on both sides of the coin.  With my projects, I want to explore but above all 
create a bridge between cultures.”

gravelsimonebeatrice@gmail.com
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Della Haddock
Screenwriter

Della Haddock is a Black writer, comedian, and aspiring 
producer from so-called Vancouver, British Columbia. 
Haddock has experience in the Canadian screen industry 
as a script coordinator, project coordinator, producer and 
director’s assistant, actor, and writer. She has worked 
on equity-focused projects such as ‘A Babysitter’s Guide 
to Monster Hunting’ (Netflix) and ‘British Columbia: An 
Untold History’ (Knowledge Network). She coordinated 
the upcoming e-learning education program ‘Home on 

Native Land’ (RAVEN Trust). As an improv comedian, Haddock has produced a 
series of live and online performances with her troupe Hot Snack (featured on the 
cover of ‘Megaphone’, 2020). Her character-based short film ‘Time Influencer’, 
which she wrote, directed and performed in, was a finalist in the Vancouver 
Quarantine Performance Project (2020), earning her a Best Performance 
nomination. Last year, she co-wrote the satire, ‘Space House’ (Run N Gun 
‘21 semi-finalist and Official Selection: Toronto Short Film Festival ‘22 and 
Toronto Sketch Comedy Festival ‘22). Haddock was recently a pre-screener and 
Programme Host for the Vancouver Short Film Festival (2022). Currently, she is a 
CMPA Diverse Producers mentee under writer/director/producer Marie Clements 
for the landmark miniseries, ‘Bones of Crows’ (CBC), working as Clements’ script 
coordinator and executive assistant.

dellahaddock@gmail.com
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Mona Hersi
Writer/Producer, South Weston/ Window Dreams Productions

Fresh out of university and ready for a change, Mona took 
off to South Korea, where she spent 2 years teaching 
English and traveling as much as possible. She returned 
to Canada and decided to pursue her passion for film, 
studying acting and screenwriting at college before making 
her way onto Toronto’s comedy scene. Her experience at 
The Second City helped her carve out a unique voice and 
perspective—one that’s propelled her into the role of writer 
and performer for several different comedy troupes and 

stage productions across Toronto. She is a writer and performer for Toronto sketch 
comedy troupe Don Valley Girls, an all women of colour comedy troupe. 

Coming from a Somali-Canadian background, Mona’s writing touches on issues of 
race, cultural identity, family, and religion through an intersectional first-generation 
lens. Currently, she continues to contribute her tongue-in-cheek observations 
and upbeat brand of comedy to TV writing rooms as well as development with two 
original comedy series.

mona.a.hersi@gmail.com
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Rouzbeh Heydari
Director/Writer, Culture and Cinema

Born in Iran, raised in Canada, Rouzbeh Heydari has been 
directing, producing, writing, and editing award winning 
content for over a decade - including editing all of Drake’s 
hit videos. His latest feature film Neon Lights, starring Kim 
Coates (Sons of Anarchy) is scheduled for release in 2022. 
His shorts have screened at festivals across the world and 
won prizes including Toronto Independent Film Festival’s 
Director Award in 2014.

Rouzbeh recently finished filming A Hundred Lies starring Rob Raco (Riverdale), 
Humberly Gonzalez (Ginny & Georgia) and Brandon McKnight (The Flash).

rouzbeh.heydari@gmail.com
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Aeyliya Husain
Director/Producer, November Films

Aeyliya Husain is an award-winning documentary filmmaker 
whose work focuses on issues of representation, women, 
and photography. She has exhibited at festivals both 
nationally and internationally including, Tribeca Film 
Festival, where her film ‘Shooting War’ was nominated 
for best short documentary. This film examined the Iraq 
War through the lens of a photojournalist, revealing the 
stories behind the images and the story of the war itself. 
‘The World at Ten’, follows the story of two ten-year-old 

inner-city children as they navigate the world around them. Her film ‘Daughters of 
the Revolution’, tells the story of Iranian activist lawyer and her fight for women’s 
rights in Iran. These films have also screened at San Francisco Docfest; Glasgow 
Short Film Festival and São Paulo Film Festival and have been broadcast on CBC, 
BBC, RSI (Swiss Public TV) and France 4. Her most recent film ‘The Fifth Region’ 
had its premiere at the ImagineNATIVE Film Festival (October 2018) and aired on The 
Documentary Channel, SBS Australia, amongst others.

In addition to her film practice, Aeyliya teaches film courses at McMaster University 
and sits on the board of Documentary Organization of Canada (DOC). Her work has 
been supported by production grants from the National Film Board of Canada, 
Canada Council for the Arts, the Ontario Arts Council and the Toronto Arts Council 
and VICE media. Husain holds an MFA in Film Production from York University 
(Toronto, Canada) and a BA from the University of Waterloo (Waterloo, Canada).

aeyliyah@gmail.com
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Kay (Kinana) Issa
Writer

Syrian refugee screenwriter and short indie film producer 
based in Montreal, currently writing for the Canadian hit 
show TRANSPLANT and working on her first independent 
short film. She wrote the short film FLUORESCENCE 
which premiered at London Film Festival 2019, and the 
internationally acclaimed interactive sound installation 
GARDEN SPEAK. She also produced a number of independent 
short films in Syria and Lebanon and is an honorary fellow of 
the International Writing Program at Iowa University. 

kay.issa33@gmail.com
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Eric Janvier 
Writer/Producer, Broken Tree Productions

I’m a multi faceted filmmaker with work in both narrative 
and documentary. I do however tend to veer towards more 
narrative especially in comedic television. I have over 15 
years experience in the industry but the first 10 years were 
more about finding where I fit in. These last 5 years or 
so I have been able to truly find my fitting as a writer and 
producer with several of my works being produced for both 
small scale short films and broadcast television. Not a bad 
bio for someone who hates talking about themselves.

brokentreeproductions@gmail.com
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Michael Jarvis 
Director/Writer/Producer, Darchien Pictures

Born in Montréal, Québec, a descendant of Black Canadian 
Loyalists with American and Aboriginal ancestry, Michaél  has 
been in the film & television industry for over two decades. 
He attended L’École Du Cinema Mel Oppenhimer Film 
(Concordia University) in Montréal Canada and has worked 
with Oscar-Emmy Golden Globe award-winning actor Lou 
Gossett, Jr. and Jonathan Demme. Michaél is best known for 
the controversial short film entitled Angélique, and the feature 
hybrid documentary Acrobats & Maniacs. Most recently, 

Michaél directed a short horror film thriller entitled Horrorcore for the Hip Hop artist 
“OLI”, and is completing a documentary special for Caribbean Vibrations Television on 
Angela James, the first Black woman to be inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame.

michaeljarvis@darchien.com
darchien.com
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Kalainithan Kalaichelvan 
Director, Black Caper Films

Kalainithan Kalaichel Van is an award-winning Tamil-Canadian 
writer/director who tells stories that focus on themes of 
identity and displacement. His films have screened at 
the Rhode Island International Film Festival, St. Louis 
International Film Festival and the Bermuda International 
Film Festival. He is also known for directing music videos 
for some of Toronto’s leading artists and was nominated 
for a Juno Award for Music Video of the Year in 2022. 
Kalaichelvan is currently developing several upcoming 

projects with talented filmmakers under the banner of his production company, 
Black Caper Films.

kkalainithan@hotmail.com 
kalainithan.com
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Maahi Kaur 
Filmmaker, Mahiwood Films

I am South-Asian woman on my journey to fulfill my dream 
to become a bold, fearless filmmaker and this journey of 
mine began in 2012 in Vancouver. Since then, I have worked 
on many small and big budget movies in both the direction 
and production departments in Canada and India at various 
capacities that have added to my skills of filmmaking and 
cross-culture cinema. I’m also CEO of “Mahiwood Productions 
369’” in Vancouver. 

I’ve written, directed and produced short films Rolling Dream (Social Drama) in Mumbai, 
Coffee at Laundromat (Comedy Drama LGBTQIA) in Vancouver and Mirror O Mirror 
(Suspense, Horror) in Mumbai. All my short films have screened at various International 
film festivals and also won many awards. I have also explored many international film 
festivals and markets as well.

Currently, I’m working on 2 projects to be shot in Vancouver that are in development; 
“It’s ok, It’s Alright” (Meta, Comedy, Drama) a story of struggle of Indie crew from 
diverse background who are trying to make their low budget movie by hook and 
crook and “Jack & Jill & the House on the Hill” (Comedy Drama LGBTQIA) a story of 
a young gay man and an older black woman in a wheelchair, who are two opposite 
personalities, evolves into a beautiful yet unique bond of friendship.  

One of my projects “ The Red Balloon” (Social Drama) a one day story from the life of 
young single mother and her 5 years old son living in slum and selling balloons on the 
street of India, was aimed to shoot in April 2020 is on hold due to pandemic 

As I continue to contribute my creativity, passion, dedication, finances, sweat and 
endless sacrifices during my undeniably challenging but undeniably beautiful journey 
towards my dream, to successfully become a filmmaker, I know this is my purpose 
in my life, and I will never give it up, not even after my death. Yes, I’ll be making the 
movies up in Heaven or Hell where-ever I end up and you are invited for my movie 
premiere up there if you like.

Mahiwoodfilms@gmail.com
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Gloria Ui Young Kim 
Director/Writer/Producer, Gloryous Productions

Born in Seoul, Korea, writer/director Gloria Ui Young Kim 
comes from a long line of media makers. She’s an alumni of 
the Canadian Film Centre’s Director’s Lab, TIFF Talent Lab 
and NSI. She recently directed, wrote and produced her 
first feature, QUEEN OF THE MORNING CALM, (Women in 
the Director’s Chair Feature Film Award, Greenberg Fund, 
Telefilm), which won the William F. White Reel Canadian 
Indie, the DGC Ontario Best Director Award, Special Jury 
Best Breakthrough Performance Award at the Canadian 

Film Festival; Best Director Award at CineFAM; the Best Feature Award at Women’s 
International Film Festival and the Bronze Lens Festival; it premiered at the 2019 
Whistler Film Festival and was nominated for the Borsos Award, DGC Best Editing 
Award and longlisted for a CSAs. The film’s script placed in the 2nd round at the 
Sundance Screenwriting Lab and earned Gloria both the Spotlight on Screenwriters 
and Telefilm Canada New Voices Award. Her last short FLAMENCO, (CBC, 2015) won the 
2017 Corus Fearless Female Filmmaker Award. 

Her other short films for CBC have won many awards and festivaled all over the 
world. She has won numerous Golds for her commercial work at the Bessies, 
Cannes Lions, ADCC, Marketing Magazine Awards, and has had over a million 
views online. She has directed multiple episodes of television for Sinking Ship, 
Fifth Ground, Riverbanks, and BGM, Back Alley, Muse and Cineflix. She was chosen 
by Women in View as one of the 2017 Five in Focus, and is on the Board of Directors 
for Women in Film and Television-Toronto. She’s worked as a writer for Breakthrough 
Entertainment’s Blood and Water and Captain Fang for OMNI and has earned a 
Canadian Screen Award nomination for It’s My Party. Gloria most recently directed 
on Coroner (CBC) in Season 3 and Heartland (CBC, Netflix), and an MOW for Cineflix 
(Lifetime) which has been nominated for a CSA for Best Direction. Her next feature, 
The Banquet (Hawkeye Pictures) recently received the CFC/Netflix Accelerator. 
She and Samora Smallwood have also received development funding for their 
thriller series, GONE from the Canada Council/CBC Creation Accelerator.

gloryous@gmail.com
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Evan King 
Director and Cinematographer, Pink Moon Studio

Evan C. King is Co-founder and Content Director of 
Toronto-based, end-to-end production company, Pink 
Moon Studio. His understanding of the art and science 
of the visual image is something he methodically and 
painstakingly developed over the last decade. As a Director 
of Photography, he has trained under some of Hollywood 
and Canada’s biggest names including Caleb Deschanel, 
Theo van de Sande, and Carlos Esteves at the ASC and 
CSC, and the New York Film Academy at Harvard. 

A hard worker to his core, Evan has achieved a lot in his short years- shooting 
for Canadian and global leading brands including Apple, Facebook, Showtime, 
Canadian Tire, SportChek, NHL, Canadian Olympics Committee, Canada’s Sports 
Hall of Fame, and Sportsnet, among many, many others all over the world. 

Under the Pink Moon banner, Evan made his directorial debut in the independent 
scripted feature, “Lean Out”, currently in post, and poised to hit the festival circuit in 
mid 2022. 

Evan is also an executive producer on the soon-to-be-released hybrid scripted/ 
factual true crime podcast, “Catch Him if You Can”, in partnership with Rogers 
Frequency Network. The series has been optioned for television with one of Canada’s 
largest studios. 

evan@pinkmoon.studio
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Celeste Koon 
Writer/Creator, Pennyfarthing Pictures

Celeste is a mixed-race children’s television writer focused 
on creating kooky, unique, and imaginative content. 
Her short films have shown in festivals across the globe 
and have garnered international recognition including 
being nominated for two Canadian Screen Awards and a 
Golden Sheaf award. She has written scripts for Sesame 
Workshop, TVO Kids, CBC Kids, and worked in numerous 
development rooms. Currently Celeste also has two 
animated series in different stages of development with 

two separate production companies.

In addition to writing for kids TV, Celeste has 10-years experience as a DGC graphic 
and motion graphic designer. Celeste is active with BIPOC TV and FILM where she 
was part of the 2021 Showrunner Training Bootcamp as well as their 2020 Kids TV 
Writing Intensive. 

celeste@pennyfarthingpictures.com 
pennyfarthingpictures.com
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Derek Kwan 
Director/Producer, Mundane Media

Derek Kwan is a Vancouver based Filmmaker and Actor 
with a passion for telling stories surrounding food and 
culture. In 2016, he was among a group of emerging 
Canadian filmmakers selected as part of the CBC Diverse 
Creators Workshop. Since then, he has Directed and 
Produced various content pieces across CBC Arts, Comedy, 
Creator Network, Canada 150, Vancouver, and Recap. 
Derek directed the documentary film ‘ME’ funded by Telus 
Storyhive, winning Grand Jury Best Short Documentary 

at SAAFF ‘19 and DisOrient ‘19 (Notable official selections include Toronto’s Reel 
Asian ‘19 and New York’s AAIFF ‘19). In 2019, he was Producer on ‘IDOLS NEVER DIE’, 
a Telefilm “Not Short on Talent” selection screening at the Short Film Corner in 
Cannes, France. In 2021, Derek was part of the Reelworld E20 Program, selected as 
one of twenty emerging Canadian filmmakers. Derek is currently in pre-production 
on a Canada Council for the Arts funded narrative short film ‘100 DAYS’, which he has 
Written and will Direct this summer. On screen, Derek can be seen on Season 2 of 
the Netflix comedy, ‘SPACE FORCE’ co-starring as “Chinese F. Tony”.

mundanemundane.com
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Thea Loo 
Producer, TL Films

Thea Loo is a producer and director from Vancouver 
BC. She produced “No More Parties” (Dir. Natalie Murao), 
created with funding support from the NFB which was 
chosen for Canada’s Telefilm Not Short on Talent program 
at Clermont-Ferrand 2021 and recently played at Sundance 
Film Festival 2022.

In 2021 she produced “To Make Ends Meat 心頭肉”, 
a documentary that won the Audience Choice Best 

Short Film award at the Vancouver Asian Film Festival. She is developing a 1 hour 
TV documentary with the Knowledge Network called “Inay’’ about Filipino mental 
health and labour migration as well as a drama TV series project called “Soule’’ with 
funding from the CMF about Filipino-Canadian sneakerheads and hypebeasts.

Thea is a participant of the Reelworld Producers Program, a mentorship focused on 
developing BIPOC producing talent in Canada.

thea.loo.film@gmail.com
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Vincent Lui 
Writer, Fractal Media

Vincent Lui is a Chinese Canadian writer based out 
of Toronto. An alumnus of the BIPOC Writing for Kids’ 
Television Bootcamp and The Writers Guild of Canada 
& Bell Media Diverse Screenwriters program, his latest 
work include writing for a children’s animation show 
currently in production with Epic Story Media as well as 
season 2 of the “Tokens On Call” webseries. With a passion 
for comedy and animation, he is currently developing an 
animated preschool show, a 6-12 animated adventure 

comedy, and a half hour live action series.

fistfulofpaper.com
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Faisal Lutchmedial
Writer, Green Dragon Productions

Faisal is a screenwriter, and most recently wrote on 
Endlings (CBC / Hulu) and Ransom (CBS / Global). He is an 
alum of the WarnerMedia x Canadian Academy Access 
Writers Program, CFC / Netflix Accelerator, the TIFF 
Writers Studio, and a winner of the WGC Bell Media Diverse 
Screenwriters Program. As a director, Faisal made the 
short “Useless Things” (2009) which won the Writers Guild of 
Canada English Script Prize at the Festival Nouveau Cinema 
Montreal, and the labour rights feature documentary My 

Cultural Divide (2006). 

faisal@lutchmedial.ca
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Chrystelle Maechler
Show Creator, Writer, Director

Born in France, with roots in Madagascar, Chrystelle Maechler 
is a TV director, producer and screenwriter with experience 
in various formats and in creating content in French as well as 
in English. Now based in Toronto, her documentary work has 
led her to explore a wide range of issues, for networks such as 
BELL, Radio-Canada, TV5 UNIS and TFO. She created, wrote 
and directed three documentary series that were greenlit by 
Bell Fibe TV1. A New Place Called Home was nominated at 
T.O. WebFest 2021 and Urban Resilience Toronto, her series 

on the theme of city resiliency won an award at the Better Cities Film Festival 2021 
and was presented at the Ontario Climate Symposium 2018 and at World Cities 
Day 2021. As a strong advocate for social justice and gender equality, she helped 
research Yann Arthus-Bertrand and Anastasia Mikova’s ambitious documentary 
feature, Woman (2019) and NFB documentary Urban Tomorrows. Chrystelle can often 
be found behind a mic – she was a morning show columnist for Radio-Canada and is a 
voice talent and a recording artist with 4 albums. Chrystelle speaks and works in French, 
English and German.

chrystellemaechler.com
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Rabiya Mansoor
Screenwriter, Comedian, Producer 
Window Dreams Productions

Rabiya Mansoor (she/they) is a Pakistani-Calgarian 
comedian, writer, actor, producer, and recovering 
lawyer. She’s co-CEO of Window Dreams Productions 
Inc. and has helped develop shows at CBC Gem, 9 Story, 
Big Bad Boo, and more. She’s a writer for Wildbrain’s 
Strawberry Shortcake: Berry in the Big City, Shaftesbury 
Kids’ POV:Me, and story coordinated for the upcoming 
Du Me a Favor (Crave/New Metric Media). Her web series 
projects in development include: Get Up, Aisha (iThentic/

Window Dreams Productions) and Sexcapades (Adani Pictures). Her co-created 
½ hour mockumentary project, Layla is Relevant, was a 2021 Breakthroughs Film 
Festival Pitch Competition Finalist and JFL ComedyPro Stand Up & Pitch Finalist. 
Both Layla is Relevant and her ½ hour comedy Queer Guide to Matchmaking are in 
pre-development with the support of the Bell Fund Slate Development program. 
Her sketch comedy troupe, the Don Valley Girls, received a Sketch Comedy Project 
Fund grant and Canada Council for the Arts grant for their upcoming first sketch 
revue (WhyNot Theatre’s RISER Toronto 2022) and she was a member of the 
Second City Family Company for What the Elf?!. She is an alumnus of Second City ’s 
Bob Curry Fellowship for emerging, diverse comedic voices and has performed 
at the Toronto, Chicago, and Montreal Sketch Comedy Festivals, most recently as 
a drag king solo act. She has participated in playwright units at Expect Theatre, 
Driftwood Theatre, and Tarragon Theatre and her play, A Jam Kind of Day, was digitally 
staged in Driftwood Theatre’s Digital Short Play Festival in Fall 2021. Her TYA improv 
show, Education Know-It-All, was commissioned for Theatre Direct’s 2021 Forward 
March Festival and she is a graduate of the BIPOC TV & Film Kids TV Bootcamp. If you 
got this far, her bank password is Yugioh!.

hello@rabiyamansoor.com
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Bria McLaughlin
Writer

Bria McLaughlin (they/them) is a Black trans-masculine 
Writer, and Actor. Formally, they define their gender as 
“ idk man just kickin’ it”. Bria began their career as an 
actor working and touring professionally after graduating 
Ryerson Theatre School in 2015. They have since gone 
on to earn two Dora Nominations and perform across 
Canada. Recent Credits Include: Bitches Love Brunch 
(BLB Productions), School Girls: or, The African Mean 
Girls’ Play (Obsidian Theatre), A Bear Awake in Winter 

(Next Stage Theatre Festival), Reaching For Starlight (Geordie Theatre), 
Graduating last year from Humber’s Television Writing and Producing Program, 
they are passionate about finding, creating and championing the stories that 
showcase the nuance, the joy and the community of the experiences of marginalized 
people. This year, Bria will be making their directorial debut with the OutACTRAto 
Queer Your Stories Winner: Save the Date, premiering at Inside Out this year. 
Bria firmly believes that It is crucial for our survival, our preservation, and our 
longevity as historically marginalized people invest in our joy. That we don’t explain 
ourselves, that we play the music loud and wear our Durags in the hotel lobby. 
In short- that we take up space. Bria McLaughlin is a working actor, and writer 
devoted to bringing forward stories that redefine the “Everyman”.

bria.t.mack@gmail.com
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Claudia Medina
Director, EnMedia Productions

Claudia Medina is the proud daughter of a Nahua/Mexican 
mother and Italian father who left their homelands to start 
a new life on the Sunshine Coast of Canada in Tla’Amin 
territory, also known as Powell River/qathet. After many 
years working, travelling and studying in Latin America, 
Asia and Europe, Claudia eventually returned to the coast 
to raise her daughter and care for her parents while 
continuing her work in film and video production.  

Claudia has been involved in film and video production since 1998 when she began 
working at the National Film Board as a post production assistant and assistant 
editor for directors Nettie Wild and David Ozier, learning the ins and outs of 
documentary filmmaking. Soon after, she established her production company, 
EnMedia, and wrote, produced and directed her first short fiction film, Entre el 
Medio, inspired and guided by the life of her Tia Abuela Manuela, a traditional 
curandera in Central Mexico. The film was shot in Mexico with arts grants, a spectacular 
crew, and a whole lot of luck and magic. Bit by the filmmaking bug, Claudia wrote and 
directed two more fiction films - Finding Llorona, shot on 35mm and made in a sound 
studio in Vancouver, and Animal Blessings, shot on super 16mm in Northern Italy with 
a lot of animals and children. Claudia went on to expand EnMedia as a container for her 
diverse projects in film, visual design, media education and installation.
  
Claudia has collaborated on live visual performance projects for artists such as 
Kokoro Dance, Cris Derksen, Leela Gilday, and Tanya Tagaq. Her media education 
work has brought her around the world, facilitating digital filmmaking with students 
from Palestine to the Northwest Territories.

Since moving back to the Sunshine Coast, Claudia has transformed EnMedia into 
a small production company specializing in creating visual stories for clients in 
the arts,  non profit, social justice and governance sectors, honing her camera, 
directing, interviewing and editing skills. 
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She has recently been brought on to direct five episodes of APTN’s Season Six of 
Moosemeat & Marmalade, also editing two episodes. She is currently developing her 
series “Family Recipe (Not a Cooking Show)”  that weaves together family stories, 
food and culture. She is also developing a feature documentary that delves into the 
life of Luz Jimenez, a Nahua woman from her mother’s region, featured in many 
famous art works in Mexico.

Claudia is an alumni of the Women in the Director’s Chair program, and holds a 
master’s degree in Visual Culture from the University of Barcelona with a focus on 
installation, visual culture and ecology. She continues to create media with the goal 
of creating possibilities for reconnection in times of crisis.

claudiamedina@enmedia.ca

Claudia Medina (cont.)
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Alba Manuela Moreno Daza
Writer/Director/Consultant

Alba Daza is an emerging Latinx writer/director/consultant 
based in Montreal, Canada. She graduated from the Mel 
Hoppenheim School of Cinema in 2019.  Alba has been 
working in the film industry for 10 years, primarily as an art 
director for features, short films, commercials, and music 
videos. Her last directorial project (A)dios Ivan, Adios was 
featured at the EAHR 2020 online exhibition. 

In addition to her work in film Alba has begun working as a 
producer on the popular podcast Buffering the Vampire Slayer. Her role as producer 
has been to ensure diversity and inclusivity for the 30,000 listeners. This work has led 
to many consulting opportunities in the film and education sectors. Consulting on 
ethical casting and teaching youth about colonization and media. 

Her art focuses on telling and celebrating the stories of marginalized voices, giving them 
space to breathe and thrive. Through her work, she is decolonizing popular culture and 
Canadian media.

amorenodaza@gmail.com
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Panta Mosleh
Producer/Director/Writer/Actor, PK Studio Productions

A Graduate from Groundlings School of Comedy in Los 
Angeles and a recipient of the 2021 SNL scholarship, 
Panta Mosleh is a Bisexual Muslim Middle Eastern-
Canadian Writer-Producer- Director based out of 
Vancouver BC, which is on the unceded territories of the 
xwməθkwəy̓ əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱ wú7mesh (Squamish), 
and Sel̓íl̓witulh (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations. She is an 
Alumni of the WIDC program where she received early 
development support for Pass The Salt.

She is also a member of the CMPA and has worked in productions for over 7 years 
as a production coordinator, production manager and a producer. She was the 
associate producer on THE SWITCH the first transgender-themed Canadian 
television comedy series on OUTtv in 2016.

PASS THE SALT is a story near and dear to Panta. Her own explorations of 
discovering her sexual identity balanced with maintaining a loving relationship 
with her traditional parents have provided much inspiration for the series arc. 
Will she end up with a male, female, non-binary or pan partner in her life? How will 
she introduce them to her very traditional family? PASS THE SALT explores the 
possibility of a young woman discovering the beauty and messiness of blending 
“living ones truly authentic life v.s. honoring tradition.” This series draws from 
her personal experiences, struggles and accomplishments which makes it a very 
personable and relatable story for not just the LGBTQ2SIA+ Muslim community, 
but for a wider outreach, for many people just trying to find our way in a messed up 
world. Panta is very passionate about joyful representations of minority groups. 

“We don’t just want to be defined by our trauma.”

“Laughter truly is the greatest medicine!”

pantamosleh@gmail.com
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Alpha Nicky Mulowa 
Director & Producer, Bichon Noir Studios

Alpha Nicky is an award-winning filmmaker with French 
and Congolese heritage based in Toronto. She began 
her career by creating dynamic promotional content 
in agencies in Paris and London. She then specialized 
in fiction and documentary while working as a content 
producer for media companies. Her work as a filmmaker 
has earned her selections and awards at several festivals 
such as the Canada Short Film Festival, Independent 
Talents International Film Festival, Woman of African 

descent Film Festival, Miami independent Film Festival and Reelword Film Festival.

She describes herself as a filmmaker passionate about pushing the boundaries 
of traditional storytelling with an appetite for original stories. Her multicultural 
background, influences and experience continue to fuel her work to this day.

bichonnoir.com
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Zainab Muse
Producer/Director, Wingd

Zainab Muse is an award-winning entrepreneur, 
author and filmmaker. She is the founder & CEO of 
Wingd Inc. and Creatorland. She has produced and 
directed projects for CBC and Bell Canada. As a 
filmmaker, she is on a mission to create and produce 
stories that advance and amplify the narratives of unheard 
voices and underserved people. Her list of credits includes 
Creatorland, an anthology docu-series that follows the lives 
of culturally diverse artists and entrepreneurs in Canada. 

Her recent project in development is titled, Know Her Name, as it investigates 
the impact that racially diverse women filmmakers made in the early days of the 
film Industry, along with a comedy series in development with an international 
co-production partner as it follows the adventures of unlikely friends to save a 
family legacy in a new country. Zainab’s ever-expanding list of producing and 
directing credits includes scripted and non-scripted content in feature-length 
and series formats, several music videos and short films, along with a co-hosting 
credit on a film and philosophy podcast. Her aim is to constantly imagine stories 
told from the lens of underestimated women.

zainab@wingd.ca
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Sylvester Ndumbi
Producer, Simba Creative

Sylvester Ndumbi is an award-winning filmmaker with over 
10 years of industry experience producing documentaries, 
short films and TV Shows. Recently, Ndumbi was selected 
as one of only 15 filmmakers to participate in the Alberta 
Accelerated Producer’s Program where he was mentored 
by Executives from Warner Brothers and Entertainment 
One among many others. His passion is to tell stories that 
help people connect to each other on a deeper and more 
meaningful level.

simbacreative.com
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Justin Neal
Screenwriter

Justin Neal (Sḵwx̱wú7mesh / Squamish) moved to his 
family’s traditional territory to earn a joint MFA in Creative 
Writing & Theatre from UBC in 2015. His play, So Damn 
Proud premiered at ANNEX in Vancouver in September 
2021, a production of Holy Crow Arts.

His newest play, The Traveller, was developed as part of 
Arts Club’s 2020 Emerging Playwrights Unit, and has been 
adapted to a feature screenplay.

Neal has been short-listed twice for the CFC Bell Media Prime Time Television Lab. 
His screenplay The Skins Game has received development funding with Curiosity 
Pictures and Really Real Films. Neal’s pilot, Boundary Bay, received development 
funding through the Indigenous Screen Office and Creative BC. His pilot Hole in the 
Donut is a 2020 WeScreenplay TV Writing finalist.

He has worked on theatre and film projects in LA, NYC, the Bay Area, Seattle, 
and Vancouver in a variety of capacities, since 1998.

justinbneal.com/writer
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Amish Patel
Writer, Infy

As the self proclaimed ‘first brown guy in Canada’ Amish 
has always felt like a fish out of water. Just after getting 
his bearings in the Canadian culture, Amish was sent to 
a strict boarding school in India in grade nine and ten. 
The resulting trauma has created a lifelong obsession 
with the power of storytelling and its effects on how large 
groups of people think and live their lives. Amish has 
built a loyal following on his live weekly Youtube show, 
The Drip where he talks to cult and con artist survivors 

about their experiences re-integrating into society. As a stand-up comedian he has 
opened for SNL alumni Tim Meadows, and Iliza Schlesinger to a packed house at the 
Danforth Music Hall. Amish found an outlet to express his experiences by writing and 
producing his own sketch comedy show called Fade to Brown. He produced sold out 
shows with crowds of over seven hundred people, gained media attention from NOW 
Magazine to CBC, and acquired the funding to executive produce, write and star in a 
broadcast version of the show for Rogers Television. In 2020 Amish won a Canadian 
Screen Award and a WGC Award for his writing work on Dino Dana.

amishComedy@gmail.com
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Bradley Paul
Creator, Brad’s Atomic Digital Arts & Media

Bradley Paul is a First Nations’ filmmaker based in 
Northern Ontario, Canada. He has been pursuing a career 
in the film and television industry, beginning with Blood 
Hunters in 2015. In Fall 2019, Bradley received a small 
business grant and created “Brad’s Atomic Digital Arts 
& Media.” Bradley uses the small business to offer and 
provide all of his creative skills, including photography 
and writing. He has made short films and finally made a 
feature-length documentary.

bpaul2020@outlook.com
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Jennifer Pun
Producer, Edge Entertainment

Jennifer Pun is a producer at Edge Entertainment 
(edge-enterprises.ca). Together with producing partner, 
Rosalie Chilelli, they develop original content for Film, 
Television, and Digital Platforms. Jennifer’s producer 
credits include the award-winning tween series HOW 
TO BE INDIE, tween action/adventure series CONNOR 
UNDERCOVER, the Canadian Screen Award nominated 
best feature FALL and cult horror THE VOID. Most 
recently, Jennifer completed production on the Edge 

wilderness thriller CASCADE starring Sara Waisglass and Joel Oulette. 

Prior to this, Jennifer held management positions at production companies 
including Capri Films and Heroic Film Company and has acted as business 
consultant to leading film, TV and digital companies.

jennifer.pun@gmail.com
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Marielle Quesney 
Writer/Director

Marielle Quesney (QC) writer/director obsessed with the 
dualities of human nature, currently develops narrative 
universes and directs story driven trailers for the video 
game industry. She launched her career in the indy scene 
crafting music videos, experimental and documentary 
films. Her fresh, captivating and witty concepts caught 
Ubisoft’s eye, where she was offered a position directing 
CGI trailers in 2017. She went on to join the Hyper Scape 
franchise to develop the narrative universe and establish 

the transmedia strategy through publishing, and a short film series. Her short 
CGI film series for Hyper Scape won the 2021 Bronze Award - Grand Prix Du Brand 
Content (Paris). Most recently, she joined Ubisoft’s largest live game franchise: 
Rainbow Six Siege, to develop the narrative universe and a short anime film 
series. Marielle is part of the 2022 Women In The Director’s Chair cohort. She brings 
invaluable experience directing animation and live action, and an ability to seamlessly 
blend the two into surreal worlds.

marielle.quesney@gmail.com



87

Professional Development Participants

Kiana Rawji 
Director

Kiana Rawji is a Calgarian filmmaker and student at Harvard 
College majoring in Film and History & Literature. Kiana strives 
to harness the capacity of both fiction and nonfiction films 
to amplify social justice issues. Art, she believes, can be a 
powerful platform for truth, a provocative conduit for empathy, 
and a megaphone to the lips of those long-ignored. As a Muslim 
woman and daughter of East African Asian immigrants, 
she is particularly interested in telling stories about 
migration, diasporas, and identity. 

She has directed six short films. Her most recent film, a documentary entitled 
LONG DISTANCE about migrant workers at an Albertan meat plant, won the Grand 
Jury Prize for Best Alberta Short Film at the 2021 Calgary International Film 
Festival, in addition to screening at several other festivals across Canada and the 
US. She is currently working on another short documentary as well as a couple of 
scripted shorts.

kiana.rawji@gmail.com
kianarawji.com
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Jean-Yves Roux
Producer & Writer, Natyf TV

Jean-Yves Roux made his debut in the music industry as 
a hip-hop artist manager in the middle of the 90’s while 
he was studying to get a bachelor’s degree in television 
production at Montreal University. Then in the beginning 
of the 2000’s he started producing music videos. In 2004, 
he started producing his first TV show named Vibeplus, 
a musical program devoted to Hip-Hop culture produced 
for the community TV channel MAtv (owned by Quebecor). 
The same year he launched a magazine of the same name, 

which featured internationally renowned artists (Oxmo Puccino, Ludacris, etc.). In the 
years that followed, he devoted himself to the production of music videos, music 
concerts and distributing albums for local artists (Roi Heenok, Steeve K, Rebecca, 
Money Riderz, etc.) and international artists (Slai, Joey Starr, La Fouine, etc.). In 2008 
Jean-Yves decided to put an end to the production and marketing of albums to focus 
on the TV advertising production for corporate clients. Ten years later he finally 
comes back to its roots (TV productions) by launching its own specialty TV channel 
named Natyf TV, on-air since June 14 of 2018. They launched the Natyf TV mobile 
streaming App in April 2021.

info@natyf.com



89

Professional Development Participants

Umang Antariksh Sagar
Producer/Creative Lead, Antariksh Productions

Umang Antariksh Sagar (they/them) is a producer 
working in narrative and documentary TV development, 
along with film and podcast production with a focus on 
QTBIPOC narratives. Through their production company 
they have optioned acclaimed author Kai Cheng Thom’s 
award winning magical realism book “Fierce Femmes and 
Notorious Liars”, and Monica Garrido’s half hour comedy 
“The Cunning Linguist”. Umang has worked in the film and 
television industry for over a decade and was chosen to 

be part of the inaugural cohort of Reelworld’s Producer Program. Their films have 
traveled festivals across US and Canada and their podcast, “Possibilities Podcast” 
was listed as one of the best Queer Canadian Podcasts. They have received funding 
from CMF along with Canada, Ontario and Toronto Arts Councils and private funders 
for their projects. Umang is always excited to reach for visionary storytelling rooted 
in strong collaborations. 

antarikshproductions@gmail.com
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Kyle Schmalenberg
Producer/Director, Wrapped Productions

Kyle Schmalenberg is an award-winning director and 
producer at Wrapped Productions Inc. He has produced 
the fictional and documentary short films ANOTHER 
WORLD (2021) with Caramel Futures and WHO WE ARE 
(2019) which are both streaming on CGood.tv. He wrote 
and directed GLIMPSES INTO THE SPIRIT OF GENDER 
EQUALITY, a feature-length doc commissioned by the 
Baha’i International Community and in collaboration with 
the United Nations, which had its virtual premiere at the 

Commission on the Status of Women and was officially selected to a number of 
festivals winning 4 awards (2 for best documentary). 

His current projects include the feature drama TENAYA (writer, director), now in 
pre-production, which he wrote and will co-direct, the feature documentary 
THE PAINTING (producer, cinematographer), the short film BRAIDED TOGETHER 
(writer, director), web series THE WARD (writer), and the documentary series 
CHOOSE UNITY (producer, director).

He was co-creator and facilitator at the Native Film & Storytelling Institute and is 
involved in a number of grassroots initiatives aimed at promoting BIPOC youth and 
women in the Canadian film industry. 

Prior to founding Wrapped Productions, his commercial work included projects with 
CBC, Air Jordan, AMEX, AirMiles, Krylon, and Special Olympics Canada.

kyle@wrappedproductionsinc.com
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Mostafa Shaker
Writer/Actor/Producer, Bow N’ Air Entertainment

Mostafa Shaker is a comedian, writer, actor and producer 
based out of Vancouver, BC who started his career in Cairo, 
Egypt as a theatre actor and on-stage performer. In 2018,
Mostafa made his transition into Films and TV to pursue 
his dream of telling stories for global audiences. He has 
worked as a junior writer on the Oprah Network’s The Real 
Houses of... He has also written and produced a number 
of commercials, independent shorts, and a limited web 
series called Thank you for Ghosting. Mostafa has been 

expressing his comedic artistic voice through projects that reflect his experience 
as a queer Arab immigrant. He’s been part of the Pacific Screenwriters Program 
Whistler Film Festival Writers Lab, Creative BC’s Equity and Emerging Development 
Program and the NSI Series Incubator.

mstshaker@gmail.com
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Nickie Shobeiry
Writer

Nickie Shobeiry is a writer, producer in film and radio, 
and freelance journalist. A second-generation Iranian 
immigrant, she moved to Canada from the UK in 2017. 

As a filmmaker, Nickie has recently co-written, 
co-produced and hosted a documentary series about 
racially and culturally-diverse artists, set to air with a 
major Canadian broadcaster, Bell Fibe TV1. In 2021, 
she wrote a radio documentary series, airing on Canada’s 

oldest community-based campus radio station, CKCU-FM. In 2018, she was the TV 
host and narrator of Creatorland, an award-winning documentary now airing on CBC. 

As a writer, Nickie pursues intimate-but-sharp stories that playfully explore 
race, identity and immigration. She focuses on comedy-dramas, exploring what 
happens when many cultures are combined in tiny, tiny quarters. She’s currently in 
development for two comedy-drama TV pilots, inspired by her personal experiences 
as a middle eastern woman in England and North America. 

Through her journalism, Nickie explores her roots by writing stories for publications 
like Shondaland. She’s also developing a narrative podcast series about the modern-day 
producer behind Iran’s biggest anti-regime protest songs. 

Nickie’s aim is to celebrate her culture through media, and create space for stories 
that often go unheard.

nickieshobeiry.com
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Reza Sholeh
Filmmaker, Toronto Film Media

Reza Sholeh is an award-winning Filmmaker whose career 
path has included work in documentaries, unscripted 
television, feature films, digital and TV series.
 
Reza was born in Iran in a middle class family, his interest 
in film started from early childhood which as he grew up it 
grew with him and eventually turned into a profession. 

Sholeh left Iran for Canada when he was only a teenager, 
his journey to where he now calls home took nearly 8 months and involved spending 
time in jail in different countries around the world and being persecuted. 

Reza’s experiences in life have enabled him to look at a story that seems banal and 
tell it in such a way that becomes exemplary.

reza@torontofilmmedia.com
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Keira Silverglen
Writer

Keira Silverglen is a 22-year-old rising African American 
writer. Three years ago, she was one of nine students 
accepted into Canada’s prestigious screenwriting 
program at York University. Keira has been the recipient 
of a city-wide award for her writing and was also the 
youngest writer accepted into the Paprika writing 
Festival in Toronto.  Her work is centred around BIPOC 
characters - especially women - with complex storylines. 
Keira endeavours to tell multidimensional, nuanced 

stories – to explore the incredible range of experience, adventure, and challenge 
that is being a person of colour in this world – whether it’s historical, fictional 
or documentary.  Keira was born in the South Side of Chicago and adopted by a 
Canadian family; this experience has provided Keira with a unique trans-national 
and trans-racial lens that allows her to see stories and imagine scenarios from 
multiple perspectives. She enjoys every opportunity to expand her knowledge and 
perfect her craft. Keira loves discussing her characters and writing choices and is 
constantly searching for the best ways to put her ideas on paper - and hopefully on 
screen. 

thesilverglens@gmail.com
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Gur-Inder Singh
Producer/Writer/Director, Black Dot Films

Gur-Inder Singh is an award winning writer/director from 
Surrey, British Columbia; a multi-ethnic suburb of Vancouver. 
A lifelong Spielberg fan, his earliest memories include 
watching Jurassic Park in theatres with his father. Gur-Inder 
Singh attended the University of British Columbia, majoring 
in Cognitive Systems; a BSc Degree that is jointly awarded by 
the faculties of Science, Linguistics, Computer Science and 
Philosophy. However, he would later drop out in his final year 
of studies to pursue his passion: a career in the Film Industry. 

His experiences in life would lead him to develop an ethno-centric media and marketing 
company that focused on South Asian fashion and culture. Eventually, through business 
connections, Gur-Inder was able to secure work as an Assistant Director in the Indian 
Film industry as well as write, produce and direct short-films in Canada. 

As a writer, his Bollywood script “Begum” became a finalist of the Cinestaan 
Scriptwriting Contest (Asia’s biggest English-language screenwriting contest) and 
his Hollywood script “Godson” won the 2021 AFM Pitch Conference. As a filmmaker, 
Gur-Inder likes to deal with the messy cross section between country, culture, creed and 
color; with a particular emphasis on the lived experiences of BIPOC communities. 

He is now overseeing the development of multiple projects in Canada, America,
England and India. Gur-Inder is particularly keen on finding like-minded filmmakers 
to collaborate with, especially within the Indigenous communities of Canada.

gur-indersingh.com
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Sean Smith
Producer/Director, Stingray Pictures

Sean Smith is a Film & TV professional working as a 
director, cinematographer, and editor. He has recently 
performed all three of these roles on APTN’s “Red Earth 
Uncovered” and has worked in these departments on 
several award winning documentaries, music videos and 
television specials. 

Sean was recently nominated by the Canadian Country 
Music Association for Video of The Year for the Hunter 

Brothers “Hard Dirt” which recently won in the same category at the Saskatchewan 
Country Music Awards. Past awards include a Rosie Award (Alberta Media Production 
Industries Association) for Best Cinematographer Non-Fiction Over 30 Minutes and 
Best Editor (additional editor) Non-Fiction Over 30 Minutes for “the smalls: forever is 
a long time” and Best Cinematographer Non-Fiction Under 30 minutes for “ENMAX: 
Energy Connects Us” as well as additional nominations from the Canadian Country 
Music Association for Best Director and Best Music Video for Jason Blaine’s “Friend’s 
of Mine”. 

Sean’s passion for filmmaking extends to writing for film and television. His short film 
about his Metis roots “Mary Mackagonne”, which he wrote and directed, was an official 
selection of both the 2019 Calgary International Film Festival and the 2020 Edmonton 
International Festival of Winter Cinema. Sean’s lives in Calgary, Alberta with his wife 
and two children. 

stingraypictures@gmail.com
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Dallas Soonias
Bannock Hands Productions

Dallas Soonias has a unique combination of skills and 
experiences which contribute to his pursuits in acting, 
coaching, and performance as a former international 
athlete. He is presently based in Calgary, Alberta.

As a youth Dallas excelled in a wide range of sports and 
creative activities, including baseball, karate, horseback 
riding, basketball, volleyball, singing and dancing. 
Volleyball became one of his main passions. Moving through 
the ranks, he became the first Indigenous male to represent 

Canada internationally in volleyball from 2004 to 2016. In 2005, the Indigenous 
community in Canada marked his success and dedication to promoting sport and 
wellness among Indigenous youth, with a National Tom Longboat Award.

An inter-tribal background has allowed Dallas to experience contemporary 
Indigenous culture and perspectives across Canada. He is Nehiyaw/Anishinaabe 
from Red Pheasant First Nation in Saskatchewan and Neyaashiinigmiing in Ontario.

While working on his Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in psychology at the University 
of Calgary Dallas’s love for the arts was reignited. He enrolled in an introductory drama 
course and quickly made his way into the season’s University main stage production. 
From there Dallas has begun developing an acting resume. It includes roles in student 
films, New University Television (NUTV) at the University of Calgary, and theatre festivals 
such as Ignite Festival 2018, a speaking role in the award winning TV drama Tribal, and a 
leading role on the upcoming Series, Pipe Nation.

As his international athletic career began to wind down Dallas began to organize 
and facilitate volleyball camps in remote Indigenous communities across Canada. 
Back in Calgary he is the Head Coach of the Men’s volleyball team at the Southern 
Alberta Institute of Technology (SAIT).

Dallas is currently enrolled in Graduate Studies at the University of British Columbia, 
Master of High Performance Coaching and Technical Leadership (MHPCTL).

dallas.soonias@gmail.com



98

Professional Development Participants

Chris Strikes
Director, Callowgrove Entertainment

Chris Strikes is an award winning director who began 
his career in music videos working on projects for top 
Canadian and international artists, including Nelly Furtado, 
Kardinal Offishall, Machel Montano and Dexta Daps. 

In 2019 Chris was accepted into the HotDocs Accelerator 
Fellowship. He was also one of only six recipients of 
HotDocs’ first CrossCurrents Canada Fund, with his first 
feature length documentary BECOMING A QUEEN. In the 

same year Chris was also accepted into Reelworld’s E20 program.

In 2021, his documentary BECOMING A QUEEN screened in five festivals throughout 
four different countries. It won Best Feature Film at the 2021 CaribbeanTales 
International Film Festival, the Audience Choice Award for Best International Feature 
Film at the 2021 Baltimore International Black Film Festival and was nominated 
for Best Picture Editing for Documentary in the 2021 DGC Awards. Chris’ new 
documentary PATTY vs. PATTY, which revisits the 1985 “Patty Wars” in Toronto when 
Canadian federal food inspectors deemed the sale of Jamaican beef patties under the 
name “patty” to be illegal, was released on CBC Gem on February 17th, 2022 and has 
since become a cultural hit.

info@callowgroveent.com 
callowgroveent.com
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Tyra Sweet
Creator | Writer

Tyra Sweet (she/her) is a Writer, Actor and Host based 
in Toronto. She is best known for her previous roles 
as Co-Host on “YTV’s The Zone” and “Kid Food Nation: 
The Show.” Currently, Tyra is working as the script 
coordinator for Season 2 of “Run the Burbs” (CBC). Tyra has 
written for Backyard Beats (TVOKids), The Fabulous 
Show with Fay & Fluffy (Family Jr.), and is currently 
writing on a new animated series with Epic Story Media. 
A graduate of The Second City Conservatory, Tyra wrote 

and performed original sketches in the show “The Alternative Facts of Life”, and she 
is also a graduate of the BIPOC TV & Film Kids TV Writing Bootcamp taught by John 
May and mentored by Aron Dunn. As a queer, biracial woman Tyra is determined to 
create work that reflects her lived experiences and accounts for and represents the 
experiences of others in a responsible and equitable way. Also, if you’ve got a dog, 
she’d like to pet it.

tyraasweet@gmail.com
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Kelvin Sylvester-Omorodion
Filmmaker

Kelvin Omori is a Canadian filmmaker. He uses film as a 
means to discuss what it means to be Black in a society that 
views itself as post-racial, and Blackness in popular culture. 
Kelvin founded his production company, ‘Komatik Films’ in 
2016 producing over a dozen music videos for local artists 
from the Greater Toronto Area and has worked on production 
for international artists such as Drake, Rihanna, Future, 
and PartyNextDoor for critically acclaimed music video 
director, Director X. In 2018 Kelvin directed and produced 

his first short film, “Tuition,” which won numerous awards at both the National Black 
Film Festival and the International Black Film Festival. In early 2020 Kelvin released 
his second short film, “A Close Eye,” which was nominated at the BronzeLens Film 
Festival as an Academy Awards qualifying festival for the Short Film Awards. Kelvin has 
a bachelor’s degree from the University of Windsor and a certificate from UCLA. 

osas10@hotmail.com
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John Tan
Director/Producer, J. T Production

John Tan is a young aspiring producer/ director who 
believes in the magic of cinema in building connections 
and forming community through powerful storytelling. 
As a recent graduate of York University, he has extensive 
experience producing music videos, commercials, and 
short films with a primary focus on BIPOC and LGBTQ 
content. He is also the Stand Out Short Film Producer 
recipient at Reelworld Film Festival in 2021, and a member 
of the Producer Program at Reelworld Canada.

johntan4work@gmail.com
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Jarret Twoyoungmen
Director, Nakoda AV Club

Jarret Twoyoungmen is a storyteller whose passion is his 
community. He has training and experience in animation, 
camera operation, sound engineering, voice acting, editing, 
and directing. He co-founded the Nakoda AV Club which is 
dedicated to helping people tell their own stories through 
film animation and storytelling arts. He is a director for 
the Club, and is instrumental in the organization’s ability 
to connect with youth and Elders, and to tell stories in a 
uniquely Îethka way. His works have shown at Imaginenative, 

the Native American Film Festival, and the Winnipeg Film Festival. His first language is 
Nakoda (Îethka).

jrtymen@gmail.com 
nakodaavclub.com
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Anaïsa Visser
Writer/Director, Double Iris Productions

Anaïsa is a biracial (Dutch and Pakistani) filmmaker 
based in Vancouver, BC. She grew up all over the world, 
namely in Mozambique, the United States, then France, 
before moving to Vancouver to pursue an undergraduate 
degree at Emily Carr University. She graduated in 2013 
with a BFA in Film, Video and Integrated Media. She then 
completed their Masters Degree in Film Production and 
Creative Writing at the University of British Columbia in 
2020. Currently, Anaïsa works as a teacher and as the 

Festival Director for the Vancouver International Women in Film Festival. Anaïsa is 
the founder of “Women & Gender Diverse Filmmakers of BC”, which unites women, 
genderqueer, trans and non-binary folk working in film. She has won numerous 
awards, including the 2017 Vancouver Mayor’s Arts Award for Emerging Artist in 
Film & New Media, and the 2018 Women in Film and Television Spotlight Award for 
Newcomer. Anaïsa has made several short films, primarily on topics of mental health 
and immigration stories. Currently, Anaïsa is in development on two feature films 
and a television series.

anaisavisser@gmail.com
anaisavisser.ca
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Kassia Ward
E.D. Films

Kassia is an Indigenous animator, content creator, 
and director from the Enoch Cree First Nation. Her artistic 
inspiration comes from traveling, nature, vivid dreams, 
life experiences, and culture. After graduating from 
VanArts in 2018 with a diploma in 3D character animation, 
she was selected for the 2019 Hothouse 12 animation 
apprenticeship with the National Film Board of Canada. 
She wrote, directed, and animated a 1-minute short 
entitled “Collector.” “Collector” has been shown at film 

festivals like Imagine Native, Spark Animation, and GIRAF. 

In 2020, Kassia became an Indigenous Screen Office/Netflix Indigenous Production 
Apprenticeship recipient. Through this program, Kassia got to work as an animation 
intern with E.D. Films, where she worked on her animation skills, started creating 
digital art, and developed a few projects. In 2021, Kassia received a development grant 
from the ISO for a project based on her family history. In addition, she participated 
in the Banff World Media Festival through the Banff Diversity of Voices Initiative. 
Kassia was also a finalist at the Ottawa Pitch This Competition for creating a 
live-action/animated anthology series entitled “The Stories of our Ancestors.” 
In 2022, she received a need-based scholarship from the Sundance Collab to take 
T.V writing: Core Elements, which she is using to start working on the pilot episode 
for the anthology series.

linkedin.com/in/kassia-ward-7b584016b
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Christopher Yip
Writer/Director/Showrunner

Christopher Yip is a Chinese Canadian writer/director based 
in Toronto whose works examine love, family, and sexuality 
through a distinct diasporic lens. His series, Streams Flow 
From a River, is currently in production with Fae Pictures, 
and FISH BOY, a coming-of-age short film based on his 
childhood growing up Queer and Asian in the Bible Belt of 
Canada, is set to shoot Summer 2022. 

Christopher was recently selected for BIPOC TV & Film’s 
Showrunner Bootcamp and shortlisted for the Whistler Film Festival’s Screenwriters 
Lab. In 2020, he was named Playback Magazine’s 10 to Watch and Reelworld Film 
Festival’s Emerging 20. He has written for TV shows airing on TVO Kids, Hulu, and CRAVE 
and directed twelve short films. Christopher is represented by META Talent Agency.

christophersyip.com
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