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Introduction – Cancun On The Cheap 
Four million people travel to Cancun every year and the reasons why are as clear as the 
Caribbean. It has some of the most beautiful beaches in the world. It is warm enough all year 
long to enjoy the beach year round. And it is close enough to the USA and Canada that air 
tickets are relatively inexpensive. 

But for those that don’t have this book or a local resident to guide them, getting to Cancun 
cheap is the last cheap thing you will do your entire vacation. 

Cancun is not cheap! 

Many visitors are surprised to discover this because they think of Mexico as being a relatively 
poor country with a low cost of living. Its true for many parts of Mexico but it is most definitely 
not true of Cancun or any of the other popular tourist destinations in Mexico. 

Soon after you arrive, you will find that: 

Airport Taxis – It will cost you more to drive 3-10 miles to your hotel than it would in New 
York City; around $50 USD. 

Airport Shuttles – The shuttle, where they pack 10-15 of you in a hot van will cost you $45-
60 per person and you’ll have to stop at every other passenger’s hotel unless you are 
lucky enough to be staying at the first stop. 

Restaurants – The restaurants in the hotel zone are as much even more than in any major 
city in the world. 

Drinks – Drink prices at your hotel, restaurants and bars will rival or exceed drink prices in a 
nice bar in a major American city. For example, a large piña colada at Señor Frogs in the 
Hotel Zone will cost you about $15 dollars. 

Souvenirs – Souvenirs like t-shirts, caps and trinkets can be very expensive in Cancun if you 
don’t know where and how to buy them. 

Shopping – Cancun has some of the finest stores in the world selling designer jewelry and 
clothing. And the prices match or exceed prices in Los Angeles or London. Do not come 
here looking for a bargain on those type of items. 

Tourist Attractions – Almost every tourist attraction is going to be more expensive than 
what a normal person thinks it should be. To get into some of the major parks such as 
Xcaret costs more than it does to get into Disney World, around $125 per person for 1 
day. 



The plan and purpose of every part of the tourist industry in Cancun is to squeeze every dollar 
they can out of you, at every point in your journey. But it does not have to be that way.  

This book was written by two people with two different but helpful points of view. The first, 
Juan Dow is a Mexican citizen who has spent the last 27 years living and working in Cancun, 
very close to the tourist industry. The second, John Doe, is an American living and operating a 
business in Cancun.  

Juan is providing most of the “inside” information while John is providing the American point of 
view on his suggestions. Together, we are going to expose all the tricks the tourist industry uses 
in Cancun to empty your wallets and purses. And we are going to tell you how to avoid this 
happening to you and save a lot of money while having an amazing vacation.  

You may be wondering why the anonymous names. The truth is there are many people in 
Cancun who would be very interested in knowing who is providing this information. And they 
would do anything to stop it from getting out. We have to protect our identities in order to live 
happily and safely and operate our businesses here. 

Cancun is such a beautiful place with so many fun things to do. That is why I moved here.  And I 
highly recommend you visit Cancun. But before you do… 

Read this book. 

So let’s get right into it. 
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Chapter 1: The Mexican Connection 
The old saying, “If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is” is not true in Cancun. In Cancun, 
if it sounds too good to be true, it definitely is.  

There is a network of “soldiers” everywhere you turn from the moment you set foot in Cancun 
until the moment you leave. I believe being forewarned is being forearmed. In this chapter you 
get a peek into the “underworld” of Cancun. You get to see how it works. 

The Infamous Promotion 
I’m going to talk about this first because it has the potential to rob you of the most money. As 
you walk out of the airport, the hall is lined with friendly gentleman at kiosks who will do their 
best to start a conversation with you.  

If you get past them and into your hotel, a nice representative there will also do their best to 
start a conversation with you. And as you walk the streets of Cancun, dozens of other friendly 
people will do the same thing. 

These people will offer you, what seems like incredible bargains on tours like 2 for 1 or half 
price or even free tours. They will offer you cash. One offered me several tours and $200 in 
cash. They will offer hotel stays or rental cars at $15.00 a day total. 

Why would they make all these fabulous offers? 

The answer is simple. They stand to gain a lot more.  And it will come from your pocket. Their 
ultimate goal is to get you to tell you about a “promotion” or to “take a tour” of a place. They 
promise it will only take 1-2 hours.  

What is this promotion all about? It is to sell you a time share in a hotel or condominium. And 
make no mistake, these “promotions” are given by expert sales people; masters of persuasion 
techniques. I’m currently renting my condominium from a time share salesman. He owns a 
home and several rental condos in Cancun and drives a nice BMW. It all came from tourists just 
like you. 

I don’t care how tough you think you are, how resistant to high-pressure sales tactics, the only 
advice I can give you, when you hear the word “promotion” is to run the other direction. 
These people sell tourists like you EVERY day. It is a huge business in Cancun. The reason the 
promoters can give away hotel rooms, tours, even $200 in cash is because they close a very 
high percentage of people who attend the presentation. And the profit is huge.  

http://www.thingstodocancun.com/
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If you forget everything else in this book, remember this section because it can cost you tens 
of thousands of dollars to ignore my advice. 

Who is the Mexican Connection? 
Let me be clear. The Mexican Connection isn’t really a massive conspiracy or organized 
network. It’s just a nickname for the loosely organized group of sales people in Cancun. But I’d 
bet you will be surprised at all the “members”. 

Hotel Personnel 

Virtually everyone in your hotel can make a commission on anything they sell you or even 
recommend to you. Your bell boy, the concierge, the people at the desk, everyone is in the 
game. Even a simple recommendation for a restaurant or particular tour will get them 10-20 
pesos per person. 

Does this hurt you? Not really. It doesn’t come out of your pocket but it is one of the reasons 
everything is so expensive in Cancun. There are many middle-men. 

And if you look at it another way, the more of these recommendations you use, the more the 
hotel personnel will like you and the better they will treat you. But I’m only talking about 
recommendations. Do not buy tours from them. We will talk more about how to save on tours 
in another chapter. 

Street Promoters and Kiosks 

It is impossible to walk down the streets of Cancun without being constantly harassed by these 
guys. Everywhere tourists go ( Hotel Zone, Wal-Mart, Mercado 28) they are waiting for you. Like 
the time share sales people, they’re very good. 

One common tactic is the diversion. They’ll ask you a question which seems harmless like, “Do 
you speak Spanish?” Or “Where are you from?” The purpose is to get you to stop and start the 
conversation.  

Another tactic is to make you an offer which sounds so good, verbally or on a sign, you’ll stop to 
ask about it. Remember rule number one in Cancun.  

Cancun Rule #1: If it sounds too good to be true, it definitely is. 

There is a time to talk to these guys and I’ll tell you more about that later but unless you’re 
going with a specific purpose, such as buying a particular tour, just say, “No Gracias” or “No 
Thank You” and never stop walking. 

http://www.thingstodocancun.com/
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Why? Because these guys, just like the hotel personnel, are all trying to get you to attend a time 
share promotion. And that is the last thing you want to do. 

Now on to the foot soldiers… 

Bus & Taxi Drivers 

Yes, almost every bus driver and taxi driver is a member of the network. They work deals with 
the kiosk personnel and get paid to bring tourists to them.  

Like the recommendations from the bell boy, it doesn’t really affect you but remember that you 
have a lesser chance of making a deal if they’re already paying your bus driver a commission on 
the sale. And they may recommend a higher priced restaurant or tour than you could get 
elsewhere because the other tour may not pay a commission. 

Let’s Summarize 
• When you hear the word “Promotion”, RUN! 

• Almost everyone who crosses your path is in the “Mexican Connection” and wants 
your money. 

• Your hotel personnel can be helpful if you know how to use them. 

• Realize bus drivers and taxi drivers do not always have your best interest at heart. 

In the next chapter, let’s talk about where to stay because there are a lot of options, some you 
may not have considered.

http://www.thingstodocancun.com/
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Chapter 2: Where to Stay 
The single largest expense for your trip will be your hotel or condominium. It is critical to make 
the right decision here, and know the benefits and drawbacks of every choice. I’m presenting 
your options in the order I think is best 

All Inclusive Hotel Zone 
Almost all the big hotels in the Hotel Zone have gone to the all-inclusive format, though many 
offer non-inclusive also. Choosing an all-inclusive hotel fixes much of the cost of your stay in 
Cancun and allows you to eat and drink as much as you like at the hotel.  

With the price of food and drinks in the bars and restaurants, this is a huge benefit. And you will 
definitely spend more money on those things if you don’t follow the advice of this guide. 

Of course, you will have to weigh the cost against your budget. If you simply can’t afford to get 
an all inclusive package there are many other options. 

The best way to get a great deal on an all-inclusive package is to comparison shop all the major 
travel sites and to buy early, months before your trip. 

Hotel Zone Condominium 
The next best option to stay in the Hotel Zone is to rent a condominium. This offers many 
advantages:  

You will still be right on the beach.  
You will have good security. 
You will have a kitchen and refrigerator so you can buy groceries and drinks and cut your 

food costs. 
You will usually have Internet and satellite TV included. 

There are some disadvantages though: 

You will have to clean your own room.  
You will have to cook. 
You will have to shop. 
Condos usually don’t rent for shorter periods than 1 week. 

Some websites where you can find good deals on condominiums are: 

• craigslist 

http://www.thingstodocancun.com/
http://yucatan.craigslist.com.mx/
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• Cancun Budget Condos 

• Cancun Villa Rentals 

• Vacation Rentals Cancun 

• Home Away Cancun 

• Viviun Rentals Cancun 

• Cancun Luxury Villas 

If you don’t mind the disadvantages, this is one of the best options to stay on the beach 
inexpensively. 

Lagoon Hotels 
Because the hotels around the lagoon can’t offer the magnificent Cancun beach, their rates are 
naturally lower, sometimes significantly lower. In addition to being cheaper, the advantages are 
that they will usually be quieter then the beachfront hotels.  

The disadvantages are that they are almost all older, smaller and in worse condition than the 
newer, better maintained hotels on the beach. You will also have to take a bus or taxi to get to 
and from the beach, which can be a real pain if you’re carrying towels, ice chests, etc. And you 
will have to use the public beaches, which is not a bad thing. There are some beautiful public 
beaches here. 

A great tip for these types of hotels is to call them directly, after you find the deals on a site like 
Expedia.com. I stayed in the Grand Royal Lagoon for $40/night when the Expedia price was $95. 
It was far from the best hotel but it was bearable, had a refrigerator, balcony and was close to 
the bus stop. It also had a nice tiki bar on the water with pretty views of the lagoon. 

If you just want to get here as cheaply as possible, aren’t looking for luxury, but still want to be 
in the Hotel Zone, this is your best bet. 

Some Lagoon hotels are: 

• Grand Royal Lagoon Hotel  

• Cancun Clipper Club Hotel 

• Sunset Lagoon Cancun 

• The Caribbean Princess Cancun  

Centro Hotels 
Centro is what they call the downtown area of Cancun. There are some very nice hotels in 
Centro. And they are always cheaper than hotels in the Hotel Zone.  

http://www.thingstodocancun.com/
http://www.cancunbudgetcondos.com/
http://cancunvillarentals.com/
http://www.vacationrentals.com/vacation-rentals/Cancun-Yucatan.html
http://www.homeaway.com/vacation-rentals/yucatan-mayan-riviera/cancun/r5188
http://www.viviun.com/Rentals/Mexico/Cancun/
http://cancunluxuryvillas.com/
http://grlagoon.com.mx/
http://www.clipper.com.mx/
http://sunsetlagoon.com/
http://thecaribbeanprincess.com/
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The reason should be obvious. They’re far away from the primary reasons people come to 
Cancun; the beach and the discos. If you’re not willing to take the bus to the Hotel Zone, then 
don’t even consider a Centro Hotel. If you want to stay in a nicer place than a lagoon hotel and 
don’t mind the ride every day, then this is a good choice.  

Some other advantages of staying in a Centro hotel are that you’re close to many of the cheap 
places to eat and shop. You will also experience less harassment from the Mafia guys, though 
they are there. 

In addition to the disadvantages mentioned, Centro hotels and the areas around them are 
going to be less secure than anything in the Hotel Zone. I don’t feel Cancun is unsafe if you 
follow some simple rules, but the Hotel Zone has a very high police presence, much more so 
than downtown. The reason why is, when tourists suffer from crime, it makes bad publicity and 
everyone suffers.  

Some Centro hotels are: 

• Oasis America 

• Xbalamque 

• Radisson Hacienda Cancun 

• Suites Villa Italia Cancun 

• Carrie Internacional 

Non-Inclusive Hotel Zone 
This should probably be your choice of last resort. If you stay at a hotel in the Hotel  Zone 
without the all you can eat and drink option, you have no choice but to eat everything outside 
the hotel. The hotel food and drinks will be very expensive. The problem is, almost all of the 
restaurants in the Hotel Zone are also very expensive. 

This means you’ll have to travel out of the hotel zone every time you want a meal. If your hotel 
has a refrigerator and microwave that will certainly help matters, but you will not have a 
kitchen. I would only choose this option if the price difference between all-inclusive and not is 
more than $100 per day, per person. 

Comparison Chart 

Benefit 
All-Inclusive 
Hotel Zone 

Condominium 
Hotel Zone 

Lagoon 
Hotel 

Centro 
Hotel 

Non-
Inclusive 

Hotel Zone 

All You Can Eat & Drink      
Direct Beach Access      

http://www.thingstodocancun.com/
http://www.oasishotels.com/
http://www.cancunsmart.com/hotel-xbalamque-cancun.php
http://www.cancunsmart.com/hotel-radisson-hacienda-cancun.php
http://www.cancunsmart.com/hotel-suites-villa-italia-cancun.php
http://www.cancunsmart.com/hotel-caribe-internacional-cancun.php


 
Page 14 of 56  Things To Do Cancun 
 

Maid Service      
Inexpensive  or    
Close to Inexpensive 
Eating and Shopping      
Close to Discos/Bars      

Summary 
Where you stay has a large impact on your budget, but also on your comfort and enjoyment of 
the surroundings. I’ve presented you the options and you’ll have to make the choice you prefer. 

http://www.thingstodocancun.com/
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Chapter 3: Start Saving Before You Come 
Many people make mistakes which cost them money, even before they leave home.  Here are a 
few things to do, and a few you should NOT do, before you come to Cancun. 

What to Bring to Save Money 

Money 

The truth is, you don’t need to bring a lot of cash with you. You can always use ATMs here in 
Cancun to get cash, just like you can in America. The difference is, you will be subject to the 
exchange rate given by the bank’s ATM you use. Many cards also charge a foreign transaction 
fee in addition to giving you a less than favorable exchange rate. 

To have the most control over the fees, I suggest you bring enough cash to cover your stay 
here, excluding things like your hotel, rental car and any other “big ticket” items you plan on 
purchasing. The reason for this is, if you lose it, it is gone. If you lose a credit card, you are only 
inconvenienced. 

How much to bring really depends on how many in your party, what your activity plans are and 
many other factors. I would expect a minimum of $30 per person per day. 

Sunscreen 

The Mexicans realize many of their visitors are not used to the amount of sun you get in this 
tropical location. And they also know many of us forget simple things like sunscreen, or just 
plan on buying it when they arrive. 

Do not make this mistake! 

Sunscreen is ridiculously expensive here in Cancun, more than twice what it is in the USA. Save 
yourself $4-5 before you leave and bring your own sunscreen. Just be sure to put it in your 
checked bags, not carryon or TSA will make you throw it away. As a bonus tip, put things like 
this in a Ziploc back to avoid messes caused by the top opening or reduced cabin pressure. 

Shampoo and Other Beauty Products 

Bring everything you normally use because American products are all more expensive here. If 
you don’t mind, you can use local brands, it depends on how particular you are about your 
soap, shampoo and conditioner. 

http://www.cancun-travel-guide.com/
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What Not To Do 

Airport Transfers 

Do not buy the airport transfers from Expdia.com or whomever you’re booking with. In the next 
chapter, I’ll tell you how to get to and from the airport and save about $25-50 per person. 

Rental Cars 

I won’t say to not rent a car but I will let you in on a secret that Expedia, and everyone else 
renting cars, will not tell you. 

The ultra-high priced insurance is mandatory here. It can easily double or even exceed the price 
of your car rental. Once I thought I got a great deal on a mid-size rental. It was $30.00 per day.  

When I arrived they told me the insurance was $39 per day and I could not take the car 
without it.  

I told them my credit card provided insurance on rentals. They told me they could care less, it 
was mandatory. Just be aware of this. 

Change Money 

Do not change your money to pesos at the airport, either at home or when you arrive. Also, do 
not change it at your hotel. And don’t panic about not having pesos, everywhere in Cancun will 
take your dollars, it’s just not the best way to shop.  

For example, you can ride the bus for $8.5 pesos or $1 US Dollar. At the current exchange rate 
of 13 pesos / dollar, you can see that you’re paying 4.5 pesos more when you use dollars, which 
is about .40 cents per person. 

Here are a few ways to change your money and get a good rate. Almost all these methods 
require you to go to Centro Cancun. You will find it hard to get a good rate in the Hotel Zone: 

• Costco – If you have a Costco card, you can visit the Costco in Cancun Centro and get 
a great rate. You can buy a $1 item and pay with a $100 bill and get full change in 
pesos at a much better rate than any bank or money exchange buildings. 

• Wal-Mart  & Sam’s Club– Wal-Mart will also gladly accept your dollars and give a 
great exchange rate but what you’re purchasing must be more than 70% of the bill 
you give them. For example, to break a $100 bill, you must spend at least $70.00. I 
doubt you need that much from Wal-Mart unless you’re staying in a condo. 

http://www.cancun-travel-guide.com/
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• Banks – The banks exchange rates vary. In my experience, Azteca Bank gives good 
rates, but you will have to shop around. Luckily, most of them post the rate right on 
the front window and the area near Wal-Mart has many banks so you can compare 
them all in a 10 minute walk. Keep in mind, you will need a passport and they will 
not change more than $300 at a time. 

• Money Changers – The money changers are your last resort, but their rates are not 
too bad, slightly less than the banks. You can find them in almost every strip mall in 
Centro. Here you don’t usually have to have identification but you will still be limited 
to $300. And I often find them to be out of money. 

Summary 
By following these guidelines, you can save a significant amount of money. Here they are in a 
simple format: 

• Only bring the cash you plan on spending. You can always get more at any ATM. 

• Bring your own sunscreen, soap and shampoo 

• Be aware of the expensive insurance on rental cars 

• Change your dollars at the best rate 

 

http://www.cancun-travel-guide.com/
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Chapter 4: How To Get To and From The Airport 

To & From the Airport 
Ok, this is a big one. You can spend or save a lot with this decision. There are only 5 ways to get 
from the airport to your hotel and I’m going to assume walking 5-10 miles is out of the question 
so there are really only 4 ways, 

And be aware… 

As you exit the airport, the guys will be all over you trying to get you to take their 
transportation. Be prepared and remember this, everything is negotiable. Bargain with them. 
Never take the first price if you’re using a shuttle or a taxi. 

In order of least to most expensive, here they are: 

ADO Bus 

 

• Cost: 45 Pesos direct to ADO Bus station on Tulum + 8.5 Pesos for the bus to your hotel 
for a total of 53.5 pesos per person, which is $4.11 US dollars 

• Pros – Cheapest way to go. Modern. Air-conditioned. Clean and comfortable and some 
have Wi-Fi onboard. Non-stop to station. 

• Cons – Takes more time. Have to take city bus to your hotel with luggage. 

http://www.cancun-travel-guide.com/
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• Operating Times – From 5am to 11:30pm about every 15 minutes so it is available 
during any normal flight time. 

• How – As you walk out of the airport, the bus will be parked to your right. Pay for your 
ticket at the window to the right of the exit and wait for the next bus to leave.  
This bus takes you to a main station in the center of Cancun. From there, you can get a 
bus to the Hotel Zone or a Lagoon hotel. If you’re staying in Centro, you can take a taxi 
for about 25 pesos, which is $2. 
 
To take the bus to the Hotel Zone 
 After you arrive at the main station, exit the front of the station and walk to your right. 
The first street you come to is Tulum. Wait at the bus stop for the R-1 bus moving from 
your left to right. This bus will take you to the Hotel Zone and simply look for your hotel. 
Push the red button and the driver will stop at the next stop. You can also tell the driver 
which hotel you’re going to and he will let you know where to get off. This works best if 
you stay close to the front of the bus and remind him as you get into the hotel zone. 

Shuttle 

• Cost: Varies greatly from about $30 USD per person to $50 or more 

• Pros – Air-conditioned. Drivers handle your luggage. Direct from airport to hotel. May 
be pre-purchased via Expedia or other travel sites. 

• Cons – Expensive. Can be crowded. You stop at every hotel where passengers are 
staying. If you’re luck is like mine, I’m always the last one to get off. 

• Operating Times – From 5am to 11:30pm about every 15 minutes so it is available 
during any normal flight time. 
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• How – As you walk out of the airport, the shuttle buses will be parked to your right. Pay 
for your ticket with one of the guys selling them. They’re easy to find… actually they will 
find you. If you have a voucher, just look for your bus company. Wait for the next bus to 
leave.  

Taxi 

 

• Cost: Typically about $45 - $60 USD per person 

• Pros – Drivers handle your luggage. Direct from airport to hotel. Non-Stop. 

• Cons – Most expensive. Not always clean or air-conditioned. 

• Operating Times – 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• How – As you walk out of the airport, you’ll see the taxis. Just walk up to one and start 
negotiating. Don’t expect them to move too much on the price they originally quote.  

Getting Back 
It’s pretty simple to get back to the airport. You simply reverse what you did to get to your 
hotel. For example, if you used the ADO bus, take the R1 bus from the Hotel Zone to the ADO 
Bus station and take the bus to the airport. 

Summary 
You’ve got several options. The truth is, if you’re going to use a shuttle, you may as well use a 
cab for a little more and go straight to your hotel. The only true cheap way is to use the ADO 
bus and that is what I do and recommend. 
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Chapter 5: How To Get Everywhere Else 
From the moment you arrive, unless you’ve rented a car, which I’ve already advised against, 
you have to get from point A to B. Of course, everyone providing any type of transportation in 
Cancun knows this. And they are waiting for you and your money. 

Here’s how to get around Cancun as cheaply as possible, in order of expense. 

Walking 
Yes, the good old “Ankle Express” is still the cheapest way to get anywhere. Depending on 
where your hotel is located, and your physical conditioning, you can walk to many places in the 
hotel zone.  

The entire hotel zone is about 18km long, which is 11 miles, but most of what you want to see 
and do is within a 5 mile area. Depending on your hotel location, it may only be a mile or two 
from the discos, marinas, restaurants or one of the shopping malls. 

In the summer, Cancun can be very hot so walking is not always pleasant but during the winter, 
there are many nice days and walking is nice and good exercise. 

Buses 
This is my preferred way to get up and down the Hotel Zone or into the Centro area.  It’s only 
8.5 pesos, which is about .58 cents US, per person. It is relatively quick as long as you don’t go 
during rush hour or shift change periods, which are around 7-8am and 6-8pm. 

Air conditioning 

Many buses are air-conditioned, but not all. If you want AC, just see if the windows are all 
closed at it approaches the bus stop. If they are, it is air-conditioned. Otherwise, just wait for 
another one.  

Which Bus? 

The R1 and R2 buses will take you anywhere in the Hotel Zone so get on either one. If you’re 
going to Centro, the R2 bus will take you to Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club and lots of good cheap 
restaurants. The R1 bus will take you down Tulum Avenue, which is towards the ADO bus 
station, city hall and the business district. 

How to Use 
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Just go to any bus stop, on the side of the street you wish to go and wait. If you’re the only one 
there, the bus driver will not stop unless you wave at him. Have your money ready. You will 
need the following: 

Passengers Amount in 
Pesos 

1 $8.5 

2 $17 

3 $25.5 

4 $34 

Do not use dollars because it is almost twice as expensive. And realize that most bus drivers will 
not make change for less than 1 peso. If you have 3 people and give him 26 pesos, you will not 
get your .5 pesos back, which is not a big deal. 

If you are going to a common hotel, club or store, just let the driver know and he will usually tell 
you where to get off. But keep your eyes open anyway, don’t rely totally on him. 

Taxis 
Taxis in Cancun do abide by a rate scale, in general. This is not to say they don’t try to take 
advantage of tourists.  

The number one piece of advice I can give is to ask the price before getting into the cab. 

If you don’t, you’re setting yourself up for a big bill and you will have to pay it. Just tell him 
where you want to go and ask how much it will be. Expect to pay 80-120 pesos ($7-11 USD) to 
get anywhere in the Hotel Zone, even if its ½ mile away. This is why I use the buses in the HZ. 

In Centro, it is a different world. You can get anywhere for 25-30 pesos, which is $2-$2.50 USD. I 
often use cabs in Centro but almost never in the HZ. But still ask the rate before getting in. 

Rental Cars 
Ok, rental cars are great. You have the freedom to go where you want, when you want.  And 
they seem like good deals when you book them on Expedia or other travel sites. As I 
mentioned, the one thing they forget to tell you is about the mandatory insurance. It will run 
from $17 to as high as $39 per day. Keep this in mind before you rent a car. 

If you do drive, keep in mind several things. There are lots of police in the Hotel Zone area and 
they stop cars all the time. Drive very carefully and do not speed no matter what the other 
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drivers are doing. The Hotel Zone speed limit changes several times from 40kph to 70 kph and 
back again. Watch for the signs.  

The police are also very particular about U-turns. There are designated areas for U-turns and 
you must use them. If you U-turn anywhere else and a cop sees you, you will soon be talking to 
him.  Just look for the signs marked “Returno”, which is Spanish for U-turn.  

The lights here work differently than in the USA. They will flash green about 3 seconds before 
turning yellow, then red. This is to let you know it is changing and is a good idea, in my opinion. 
Stop if at all possible when it is flashing green because you will get a ticket if you go through the 
yellow light. 

I do not want to scare you about driving, though. The police are generally very friendly and 
professional. Technically, you are supposed to get 2 warnings before you get a ticket you have 
to pay so you have some room for mistakes. 

Summary 
As you can see, my advice for the cheapest transportation is your feet and the buses. It is not as 
convenient as a car or taxi but is tremendously cheaper.  If you do want to travel out to places 
like Chichen Itza, you might consider renting a car for one day only. It will be cheaper than 
paying for the organized tour on a bus and you will have the freedom to come and go as you 
please. 
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Chapter 5: The Beach 
Cancun arguably has the most beautiful beaches in the world.  And the good news is, they are 
ALL public. Just because a hotel has a beachfront with chairs and umbrellas on it, doesn’t mean 
you can’t enjoy the same beach, though it is not always easy to get to it. 

Beachfront Hotel or Condo 
If you stay in a beachfront hotel, you will have easy, direct access to the beach, and a 
freshwater pool too.  

The advantages with most beachfront hotels are: 

• Walk to the beach from your room 

• Free towels 

• Restrooms 

• Outdoor shower and foot wash facilities 

• Tables and umbrellas setup and read to use 

• Drink service on the beach 

• Price is included with your room so it seems free 

• Hotel security and life guard 

The disadvantages are: 

• No real disadvantages 

Public Beach Access 
If you stay in a lagoon hotel or in Centro, you will 
have to travel to the beach and use public beach 
access areas.  They are located all along the Hotel 
Zone, dozens of them evenly spread out. Simply 
look for the blue beach access signs. 

The advantages with Public Beach Access: 

• Wide selection of beaches to choose from 
and should always be one near your hotel 

• Some have outdoor shower and foot wash 
facilities 
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• Tables and umbrellas setup and read to use but you have to pay 

• None provide drink service on the beach that I’m aware of 

The disadvantages of Public Beach Access: 

• Have to bring your own towels 

• Have to travel to the location 

• Many do not have running water to rinse your feet and body 

• Some have restrooms but most do not 

• May be a long walk from where you park or the bus drops you 

• Less secure than a hotel but they do have lifeguards 

One of my favorite public beaches is Playa Delfines, located between km 17 and 18. It is a bit 
far, towards the airport, but has beautiful terraces, public restrooms and is on a bus stop. 

Beach Clubs 
If you don’t have a beachfront room but want all the advantages, you can go to a beach club.  

The advantages of the beach clubs are: 

• Towels provided 

• Outdoor shower and foot wash facilities 

• Restrooms 

• Tables and umbrellas setup and read to use 

• Drink service on the beach 

The disadvantages of the beach clubs are: 

• Have to travel to them 

• They cost, though usually only about $15 per day 

My favorite beach club is: 
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Cabana Beach 

Cabana Beach 

• Location: Behind The City nightclub in the bar area. 

• Price: $100 pesos 

• Amenities: food and drinks, cabanas, umbrellas, chairs, parties 

Summary 
The beaches in Cancun are breathtaking. You have to see them to believe it. There is nothing 
like watching a sunrise over this turquoise water and nothing like snorkeling in the calm waters. 
I’ve lived here for quite a while and I am still moved, waking up every morning, to this 
magnificent ocean. 

There are many opportunities for beach access, no matter what your accommodations so be 
sure to take in as much as you can.  
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Chapter 6: Eating Cheap But Good 
 

You can spend $80 per person eating an amazing beef filet at Ruth’s Chris Steak House in the 
Hotel Zone, but that’s not what this book is about. It is also possible to get some very good 
food, full of local flavor, for around $4-5 per person, $6 if you drink a beer with it. 

I’m going to show you some of my favorite places in the Hotel Zone and in Centro Cancun. I’ve 
eaten at every place I list. I’ve never gotten sick and the food is excellent.  

Hotel Zone 
It is not easy to eat cheap in the Hotel Zone, but there are a few places. Most of them provide 
local, typical Mexican food but there are a few American restaurants you will be familiar with 
also. 

Torta Brava 

Description: Open air restaurant upstairs with a view of the lagoon. They serve Tortas, which 
are a Mexican sandwich and you can also get a good cheeseburger here. Everything is less than 
$6. 
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Location: km 14 On Lagoon side of Kukulcan across from Royal Sands 
Price Range: $4-5 
Beer Price: No Alcohol 
Hours: Monday – Saturday from 7am to 9.30pm / Sunday from 7am to 5pm 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  

 

El Fish Fritanga Pescadoria 

Description: This hidden jewel is one of my favorite restaurants. Tucked away on the lagoon, 
99% of tourists don’t even realize it’s there. It is hidden behind a fish taco stand of the same 
name. You’ll see it frequented by taxi drivers and the reason is simple: 14 peso fish tacos to die 
for. If you want a quick meal while walking, they’re great.  

But back to the “real” restaurant… Most think the taco stand is all there is. 

But, if you walk behind the stand and down the stairs, an amazing restaurant reveals itself. 
You’ll find a beautiful wood carved bar with big screen TVs. The tables are arranged directly on 
the packed sand beach, surrounded by palms wrapped in white Christmas lights. The perfect 
time to eat is right at sunset. You’ll see a beautiful sunset over the lagoon then enjoy the 
nighttime ambiance. 
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The food is very reasonably priced because they cater primarily to locals. You can get all types 
of seafood here from the 10 peso "pescadillas" (deep fried nurse shark tacos) to the special 
Mayan style "tikin xic" fish. This is a must eat restaurant. 

Location: Avenue Kukulcan Km 12.5 Directly across from the Police/Fire station 
Price Range: $8-15 
Beer Price: 25 pesos for Sol 
Hours: From 7am to 4pm and from 6pm to 12am 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  

 

Sanborn’s Café 

Description: A little sidewalk café which prepares excellent but inexpensive Mexican breakfasts 
and lunches. I enjoy having breakfast here. The food is very typical Mexican food so if you want 
to discover real Mexican food and not Tex-Mex American style, this is a great choice. 

They also serve excellent pie of many types for about $1.50 a slice. 

Location: Flamingos Plaza Av Kukulcan Km 11.5 
Price Range: $3-6 
Hours: From 7am to 12am 

Ambiance Rating:  
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Food Rating:  

Bar Area 

 

Surfin’ Burrito 

Description:  The Surfin’ Burrito is my favorite “cheap restaurant” in the Hotel Zone. It’s owned 
by a really nice Canadian surfer named Corey. They feature amazing liter micheladas and super 
fat burritos made in an infinite number of ways. 

Corey also cooks some incredible BBQ beef ribs. As a native Texan, I can tell you these are 
probably the best beef ribs I’ve ever eaten. 

Located right across from Señor Frogs, the Surfin Burrito is a place you HAVE to eat at. They’re 
open 24x7 so you have no excuses. And it is always packed, which tells you how good it is. 

Location:  Av Kukulcan km 10, walking distance from the bar area, right across from Señor 
Frogs. 
Price Range: $5-10 
Beer Price: $ 25 pesos 
Hours: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  
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Hooters 

Description:  The Cancun Hooters is just like any other Hooters in the world… wings, boobs, 
beer and big screen TVs everywhere. You’ll find no surprises and the prices are similar to US 
pricing. 

Location:  Av Kukulcan km 9.5 in Party Center 
Price Range: $8-15 
Beer Price: $ 35 pesos with beer bucket specials 
Hours: From 11am to 1am 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  
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Tres Marias 

Description: This little taqueria is cheap but good. And what makes it special is you can choose 
from a huge variety of “agua refrescos” which are flavored water-based drinks such as Jamaica, 
made from hibiscus flower. 

Tres Marias is open 24 hours so you can always grab a few tacos and beer, no matter what day 
or time. 

Location: Bar Zone between 2xx & Congo bar in an alley 
Price Range: $1-5 
Beer Price:  25 pesos 
Hours: 24 hours 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  
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Taco Factory 

Description: A fun taco restaurant with great food and American sports on the TVs. You can 
enjoy some nice tacos in this open-air bar while watching NFL or other American sports. The 
beer is a little more expensive than some of the other taquerias nearby but the atmosphere is a 
little better. 

Location: Bar Zone between Dos XX Bar & Congo Bar in the alley 
Price Range: $3-10 
Beer Price: 35 pesos 
Hours: Mon & Tue from 8pm to 7am. Wed to Sun from 12pm to 7am 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  
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Hot Dog Stand 

Description: This is just a hot dog vendor catering to bar patrons, as most of the bars and night 
clubs do not have food, especially late at night. They remain open until the clubs close, which 
can be as late as 5am. 

The dogs are grilled right in front of you. They’re nothing fancy but after a night of partying, 
they never tasted better. 

Location: Bar Zone between Dady’O and the Congo Bar 
Price Range: 14 pesos per hot dog 
Beer Price: N/A 
Hours: From 9pm to 4am 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  

Downtown 

 

Rolandis Pizzeria 
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Description: Even though it is called a Pizzeria, it is really more of an Italian restaurant. Here, 
you’ll find a really nice open-air restaurant and bar, located at the entrance of the hotel zone. 
You can get some good pizza or pasta dishes here for good prices. 

Location: Av Coba corner with Av Tulum 
Price Range: $8-15 
Beer Price: 35 pesos 
Hours: 11am – 10pm 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  

Cheesters 

Description:  Cheesters, pronounced “Chesters” is a really fun Italian restaurant. Here, you’ll 
find amazing pasta dishes and smoothies at great prices. There are 3 locations but I recommend 
the one located nearest the hotel zone, in Plaza las Americas. You can get there by taxi or take 
the R-27 bus.  

The best part of Cheesters, besides the food and smoothies of all types, is that one pasta dish 
will feed 2 very hungry adults. So even though the prices average $7-10 dollars, you’re feeding 
2 people. 

Location: Plaza Las Americas on Bonampak 
Price Range: $5-7 when sharing pasta dish 
Beer Price: N/A 
Hours:  Closed Sunday 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  

http://www.cancun-travel-guide.com/


  

 

 
Page 36 of 56  Cancun Travel Guide 
 

 

Las Quekas 

Description: Las Quekas is dirt-cheap huge, cheesy, quesadillas grilled right in front of you on 
homemade tortillas. And they only cost about $1.25 each. You can get all types of beef, chicken, 
mushroom, whatever you want. This is another local favorite. There are a few located around 
Cancun. 

Location: Multiple locations, closest to hotel zone is las Avenidas (near Wal-Mart & Burger King) 
Price Range: $1.25 per quesadilla (2 is enough for a big man) 
Beer Price: 20 pesos 
Hours: 24 hours 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  
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Tacos Rigo 

Description: A very interesting taqueria, very popular with the locals. If you want to eat or just 
see some of the more “exotic” tacos Mexicans eat, this is the place. You can get a taco made 
from virtually any part of the cow you wish… stomach, intestines, face meat or even the 
eyeballs. I’m not recommending these, but if you’re curious. It’s a great place to take the kids 
too. 

The décor is interesting. It is colorfully decorated and painted in typical Mexican fashion. It is 
located just a 25 peso taxi ride from Mercado 28 if you happen to go there for souvenirs. 

Location: Av Playas, Mz 1, Lote 3 #5, between  Av. Terminos y Palenque 
Price Range: $4-7 
Beer Price: 25 pesos 
Hours: Monday to Friday breakfast from 7am to 5pm – Lunch from 5pm to 1am 
Saturdays & Sundays from 7am to 12am only Tacos & Tortas 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  
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Las Frias Tacos  & Micheladas 

Description: Located near the Wal-Mart and Burger King, you can get a really good michelada 
here. The food is decent and cheap but I usually go here for a liter michelada and an appetizer. 

Location: Near Wal-Mart, next to Burger King 
Price Range: $4-8 
Beer Price: $4.50 liter micheladas 
Hours: 1pm-3am Sun-Wed, 1pm-9am Thur-Sat 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  

 Sam’s Club  

Description: Don’t forget, if you’re really on a budget, the Cancun Sam’s Club, just like the ones 
in America, has a good snack bar. You can get chicken tenders, pizza, hot dogs and more for dirt 
cheap prices. The Sam’s Club is located in the same parking lot as Wal-Mart. 

Location:  Near Wal-Mart 
Price Range: $3-5 
Beer Price: N/A 
Hours: 8am – 10pm 

Ambiance Rating:  

Food Rating:  
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Summary 
We’ve really only scratched the surface of the cheap eats in Cancun. I encourage you to explore 
on your own and see what’s out there. Do yourself a favor and get out of the hotel and its 
bland, all you can eat buffets and try some real Mexican flavor. 
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Chapter 7: Drinking 
“I hate to advocate drugs, alcohol, violence, or insanity to anyone, but they've 
always worked for me.” 

~Hunter S. Thompson (1939 - 2005) 

It’s a fact that almost everyone who comes to Cancun is going to drink alcohol. It’s part of the 
culture; part of the party atmosphere and there’s nothing like a refreshing umbrella drink on 
the beach, right? 

But drinking in Cancun can be expensive if you don’t know a few tricks. 

All Inclusive 
Obviously, the drinks won’t cost you a thing if you’ve booked an all-inclusive stay at one of the 
resorts. If you plan on drinking a lot, this is the way to go. I remember the first time I went to 
Cancun, I wanted to try every drink on the menu at the pool bar. I think I got halfway through 
the list. Some were great; some were not so great. But it was a fun experience. 

Here is a great tip for your all-inclusive drinks.  

See, the problem with all-inclusive drinks is… they are WEAK! But I’ll tell you how to get around 
that in 3 simple steps: 

1. Make friends with your bartenders. Treat them well, greet them and ask about their 
day. 

2. Tip them. You’d be surprised how far a $5 bill will go. I don’t mean each time you 
order a drink, just the first one of the day. 

3. AFTER the tip, ask them to make your drinks “mas fuerte”, which means “stronger”. 

That’s all there is to it. You’ll enjoy nice strong drinks while the other guests get the watered 
down, weak house drinks. 

On Your Own 
If you’re not staying at an all-inclusive resort, or even if you are, you will likely want to have 
some drinks in your room. Here’s my advice for drinking cheaply in your room. 

Stay out of the mini-bar! 
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The best thing to do is buy a bottle of your favorite booze at the duty free store when you’re 
leaving your home town. You’ll save a few bucks over regular store prices and you’ll have it with 
you when you arrive. 

This is especially important if you drink a special bourbon or vodka. Bourbon is much more 
expensive in Cancun than in the USA. 

But, guess what is very cheap in Cancun? 

Rum. You can get a large bottle of Bacardi Rum for around $11, which is better than the duty-
free pricing. So if you’re a rum drinker, just buy it when you get there. The best place to get it, is 
at the Wal-Mart or Sam’s Club in town, which is just a short bus ride. Wal-Mart carries a full 
array of liquor. 

Tequila, being a product of Mexico, is also very reasonable so wait to buy it in Cancun. There 
are more varieties of tequila than you can imagine and it can be fun to try some different ones. 
I recommend Herradura or Casadores instead of the usual Patron and Don Julio. But those are 
also very good. 

If you just prefer to drink beer, you can get beer at any Oxxo. They’re located up and down 
Kukulkan in the hotel zone. You almost always have one within walking distance. And unlike the 
USA, you can buy liquor there also. 

Summary 
Drinking is part of the whole Cancun experience. If you follow these tips, you can enjoy your 
drinks and not break the bank. And, I know we didn’t talk about drinking while partying. That’s 
the next chapter. 
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Chapter 8: The Night Life 
If you come to Cancun and never leave your resort, you’re missing out big-time. Cancun has 
some of the most amazing night clubs in the world. And they party all night long, often till 5 am, 
if you can handle it. 

But, they can be expensive. In this chapter, I’m going to share with you, my personal opinion on 
the night clubs in the bar area or “Party Center” as it’s called. And I’ll let you in on the secret to 
getting discounts on virtually every club there. 

Party Center 

The Money-Saving Secret 

Almost every nightclub in Cancun offers discounts on their “Open Bar” options. And this is really 
the only way to go. Even if you don’t drink a lot, they practically force you to go for the open 
bar option by pricing the individual drinks very high. Usually, if you pay for 3 drinks, your bill will 
exceed what the open bar price would have been. 

So where do you get the discounts? 

Several places. First, right at your hotel. Just ask your bell boys and door men. Almost all of 
them have discount bracelets, which will save you $5, 10 or even $30 or more on some of the 
more expensive clubs. Just see what they have. 

But if you’re already in the bar area, you’re not out of luck. Every club has “barkers” out front 
trying to get you to come into their particular place. Because the competition is so intense, if 
you work the crowd a little, you can get deep discounts. They work on commission and if they 
think they’re going to lose you to another club, they’ll start cutting prices. 

How do you do it? 

Just walk up and down both sides of the street. Keep ignoring everyone but then pause a little 
while outside the club you really want to visit. When you’re approached, and you will be, ask 
them for their best price. Whatever they say, tell them that’s a little steep and that they were 
offering a better deal at a competing club.  

The key to success is to be prepared to walk away. And do it if they don’t drop the price. When 
they believe you’re really leaving, they’ll offer you their lowest price. 
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One more tip… 

Come to the clubs early, meaning before 10pm. All the clubs are trying to build their crowds 
because people attract more people and an empty club stays empty. You can often get “early 
bird” discounts by doing this and then party all night long. 

Now here are SOME of the clubs I like in Party Center. 

Congo Bar  

This is my favorite bar of all. It exemplifies the Cancun nightlife. It’s an open-air, multi-level club 
with great music. It’s not the prettiest club, but it is definitely one of the most fun. It has 
multiple stages to dance on and always draws a good crowd. You can usually get an open bar 
entrance for $20 if you bargain hard. 

Coco Bongo 

*Note: I mention this club not because it is a favorite but because it is sold very aggressively 
in Cancun. 

Sadly, I was extremely disappointed in the Congo Bar. It is pushed hard by all the vendors and 
hotel personnel but that’s not because it’s so great. It is because it is so expensive. My 
experience with Coco Bongo was miserable. I found the place tremendously overcrowded, 
expensive and uncomfortable. You’re forced, yes forced to stand shoulder to shoulder with 
more than 1,000 people and strain your neck to try and see a “Vegas style” show, taking place 
above your head. 

My advice is, pass on the over-priced, over-hyped Coco Bongo. 

Mandala 

The Mandala is a really beautiful night club. It plays very loud dance music, has fantastic décor, 
illuminated with red lighting, and draws a huge crowd. If you can get discount entry, it is a fun 
club. 

Downtown 

Bull Ring 
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I highly recommend, if you want to see Mexican night life and not “Cancun Party Life”, you take 
a trip to the bull ring. This is where the bull fights are held every Thursday, but that’s not why I 
recommend it.  

I recommend it because the area is teeming with very nice bars, restaurants and clubs. If you 
take a short taxi ride to the bull ring or take the R-27 bus, you will find numerous bars and clubs 
within walking distance, under the ring and across the street: 

La Puerta de Alcala - Night Club 

Wings Army (an American Wings and beer kind of place) 

La Cantanita – High end Mexican bar 

And at least 4 more night clubs and bars, all in the same small area. 

Summary 
It’s possible to enjoy the Cancun night life without getting fleeced. I recommend you make at 
least one trip to the bar area to do a night of clubbing with an “open bar” bracelet. It will be the 
time of your life. 

And if you’re feeling adventurous and want to see how the country you’re visiting parties, take 
a ride to the bull ring and check it out. You won’t regret it.
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Chapter 9: Tours and Excursions 
Everywhere you go, they’re going to try and sell you excursions and tours. It is BIG business in 
Cancun and everyone is in the business. It’s important to be well-informed before you blow 
your hard earned dollars in the hotel, buying numerous excursions at inflated prices. 

How The System Works 
As you’ve read earlier, the Cancun tour and excursion business is a huge network of sales 
people. They work on the streets, online, in your hotel and airport. Almost anyone can sell tours 
and excursions. 

99% of the time, the wholesale price of a tour is going to be half of what the retail price is. So 
the people selling the tour and getting 50% commission. For example, if the speed boat snorkel 
tour retails for $70 per person, the tour operator is expecting $35 from the sales person. Any 
amount above $35 is the seller’s commission. 

And this is the key to getting the best deals. 

How To Get The Best Deals 
Now that you understand how the seller’s make money, ask yourself a question. Who would be 
more likely to give me a substantial discount on a tour, a major resort hotel or travel agency or 
an independent operator in the street? 

The answer is obvious isn’t it? You will never get a great price on tours in your hotel. They don’t 
discount because they don’t have to. 

And I will let you know something important right now… 

Your hotel does NOT want you purchasing your tours on the street. They use all types of scare 
tactics to convince you to buy from them and not on the street. The most common ones are to 
tell you that you will be ripped off; that you can’t trust the people, etc. 

If you follow some simple guidelines, everything they’re telling you is nonsense. 

I would not buy any tours from some guy just walking down the street. But if you visit a tour 
promoter at a kiosk or sales booth, you have nothing to worry about. These people are there 
every day and they could not survive if they were ripping people off. 
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One more piece of advice about your hotel. Don’t mention you bought the tours outside 
because the people there easily get offended. Your service can suffer. It’s not right, but that’s 
how it is. 

So in summary, get out on the street and bargain with some kiosks. They are located up and 
down the strip but most are concentrated in the bar area. Tell them you’re there to buy tours 
INSTEAD of buying them from your hotel because you’re looking for a deal. Also, buy all your 
tours at once to get a package discount.  

How much can you expect to save? 

You should be able to know a minimum of $10 off each tour but in many cases, on a tour 
costing more than $60, you can save $20 per person off your hotel pricing. 

My Favorite Tours 
There are so many tours in Cancun; it can be tough to decide what to do. This list is simply my 
personal opinion and your tastes may differ. But, if I were going to Cancun for the first time and 
wanted to have fun and see a lot for a little money, I would take the following tours, in priority 
order: 

1. ATV Jungle tour with zip lines and cenote swim. 
2. Snorkel in Puerto Morelos 
3. Ferry to Isla Mujeres 
4. El Meco Ruins 

Incredible, Incredibly Cheap Snorkeling 
You’re not going to find this listed in any excursion guide but I’m going to share it with you. See, 
the reef near Cancun is dead. If you take the speed boat tour to the reef for snorkeling, you will 
not experience true reef diving. 

But don’t worry because you can dive an amazing, beautiful reef near Cancun for very little 
money. 

There is a small town south of Cancun called Puerto Morelos. It is a sleepy little town, barely 
touched by the massive tourism of Cancun. And they have one of the most amazing reefs in the 
world, and it is only 500 yards off the beach. 

There are many boat operators offering reef diving for only $25 in Puerto Morelos. And it will 
be the best $25 you’ve ever spent. 

So how do you dive this beautiful reef in the most inexpensive way possible? 
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1. Take the R-1 bus to the ADO bus terminal on Tulum. $.75 per person 
2. Take the ADO bus to Puerto Morelos. ~$3 per person 
3. You will be dropped near a 7-11 store, take a taxi to Puerto Morelos. ~$2 
4. You will find the tour operators near the beach at the town square. 
5. Return the same way. 

You may also take a taxi straight to Puerto Morelos but I only recommend this if you have 4 
people because the taxi ride will be about $40-50 dollars. 

Mini-Chichen Itza at 1/50th the Price! 
Chichen Itza is a very popular attraction. Many people who make the trip to Cancun have this at 
the top of their “Things to Do” list. And it is an impressive site. It is a very large pyramid and has 
a lot of historical significance. 

But here’s the bad news… 

It is 2.5 hours away from Cancun by bus. It will cost anywhere from $55 to $100 per person. It is 
FILLED with aggressive vendors constantly harassing you to buy their wares. It is crowded with 
tourists. And despite what many think, you will not be allowed to climb the pyramid. 

So if don’t want to blow an entire day and spend 5 hours on a packed bus, but you do want to 
see authentic Mayan ruins, I have a solution. 

 

El Meco Ruins 

Less than 20 minutes from your hotel are some amazing Mayan ruins. You can take a taxi to El 
Meco for around $150 pesos or about $12 dollars. And the entrance fee for El Meco is around 
$3 per person. 

But here’s the best part. 
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They are virtually unknown and certainly not promoted. This means they are un crowded. The 
day I went, we were the only ones there. There are no pushy souvenir sales people either. 

Yes, the pyramid is no Chichen Itza, but it’s not bad. It is the tallest pyramid in the state of 
Quintana Roo. 

I recommend this as a dirt cheap alternative to Chichen Itza, and one that will have you back at 
your hotel in 2-3 hours, depending on how long you stay at the ruins. 

Summary 
Of course you’re going to do some tours in Cancun. Everyone does. But now you know how to 
experience the fun of the Cancun tours without getting ripped off. 

Get out in the street and buy your tours from the local kiosks. Bargain hard and buy all your 
tours at once to get the greatest discount. Stay away from the tours in the hotel as the only 
time they discount tours is if you take the infamous “promotion”. And you’ve already been 
warned strongly about that. 

http://www.cancun-travel-guide.com/


  

 

 
Page 49 of 56  Cancun Travel Guide 
 

Chapter 10: Shopping 
Shopping in the wrong place will not only cost you money, it will drive you crazy and put you in 
a bad mood. All the places you may have been told to go or you have heard about are an 
exercise in patience. 

If you go to the flea market located near the discos; if you go to Mercado 28 or Mercado 23, get 
ready for the onslaught. Every vendor there is going to aggressively approach you, drag you, 
and do anything they can to get you to come to THEIR booth.  

For most, including me, it does not make for a very pleasant experience. We’re used to 
shopping at our own pace. We’re used to saying, “No thanks, I’m just browsing” when 
approached. And they actually leave you alone. Not in Cancun. 

The good news is, there are places where you can shop like that. Here are a few of them… 

Hotel Zone 

Coral Negro Flea Market 

Located near the bars and night clubs, this is your best choice for souvenirs, clothing, hats, 
beachwear and everything else you can imagine. But be aware, at most places, you will have to 
bargain for the best prices.  

The sales associates will also be constantly harassing you to look at their wares. It can be a little 
irritating for some people but if you can deal with it, you can get some real bargains. If not, I 
recommend the next place. 

Fiesta Mexicana in Kukulkan Plaza 

Located on the first floor, in one of the most expensive malls in the Hotel Zone, Kukulkan Plaza, 
this little store is like an oasis in the desert. They carry lots of souvenirs as well as souvenir 
clothing for men, women and children. And their prices are excellent and fixed so you won’t 
have to bargain. 

Kukulkan Plaza is near the center of the Hotel Zone, just about ½ mile past La Isla Mall and near 
the Police station. I recommend you visit Fiesta Mexicana, especially if you’re looking for nicer 
designs in women’s clothing and shirts. 
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Downtown 
The best souvenirs are going to be found in the Hotel Zone. But, if you’re looking for more 
authentic Mexican crafts at a decent price, you need to go to Centro. This is also the only place 
you will cheap groceries, drugs and household type goods. 

Wal-Mart 

You may be surprised to find out there is a Wal-Mart in Cancun. In fact, there are two of them 
but the one you want to visit, closest to the Hotel Zone is on Tulum Blvd. It is a Wal-Mart Super 
Center with groceries and most of the things you would find at any Wal-Mart in the states. 

The prices are comparable for most things, some a little more and some less. For example, 
American health and beauty products are going to be 1-1/2 times what you’d pay in the states. 
But there are always reasonably priced alternatives. Soda is also relatively expensive here. 

Sam’s Club 

Now that you know there is a Wal-Mart, it makes sense that there is also a Sam’s Club in 
Cancun. You will find it very much like any one in America and you do need your membership 
card to get in. It is walking distance from the Wal-Mart. In fact, you can see it from the Wal-
Mart parking lot. 

If you’re staying a while and need to stock up on food or normal household things, this is the 
place. Also, if you need a camera or electronics, this is a place to look. There is also an Office 
Depot on the way to Wal-Mart which carries electronics. 

Mercado 23 (Mercado Viente Tres) 

Not many tourists visit Mercado 23. It is where the locals go. It is a bit difficult to find and some 
of the venders can't speak English. We had to ask a few times before we received enough 
directions to find it, but it was worth the trouble. We found some great buys on hand painted 
pottery, masks, blankets and other local crafts.  
 
Local crafts are the best thing we found in this market. The venders will cut their prices. We 
only used cash here, forget the credit cards. They also had a fruit market here where the 
produce was fresh and delicious.  You can also buy DVDs of popular movies here very 
inexpensively. 
 
Mercado 28 (Mercado Viente Ocho) 
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Market 28 is a huge open air flea market located in downtown Cancun. It's a maze of stalls with 
vendors selling everything from silver jewelry to sombreros, postcards to leather. Any Mexican 
souvenir you're looking for, you'll find here. Each stall features something different, although 
the more time you spend here you'll find that doesn't necessarily mean unique.  

Take the time to shop around. Chances are if you find what you're looking for in one stall you'll 
find something similar 5 shops down. Market 28 also houses several restaurants and cantinas if 
you're in the mood for something to eat or a cold beer. It's by far the largest of the 
marketplaces in Cancun so if you can't find that souvenir here, you probably won't find it 
elsewhere. The advantage to shopping at Market 28 is that you get into the heart of downtown 
Cancun and get to experience a little more of the culture than you would shopping in the Hotel 
Zone markets.  
 
In the market you can find leather, silver, pottery, postcards, hair braids, frames, magnets, 
glassware, art work, handicrafts, etc. Don't expect to find anything "out of the ordinary" or 
terribly unique though, all the marketplaces in Cancun sell all the same types of things.  
 
The best money-saving tip is to shop around and bargain. I’ve seen huge variation in pricing 
from different vendors for the exact same item. Bargaining is the key to getting good prices 
here. We talked a vendor down from 900 pesos to 300 pesos. Talk about a markup!  

Summary 
There are bargains to be found in Cancun if you know where to look, and now you do. You owe 
it to yourself to take the time to explore Centro Cancun and see some local culture while saving 
a lot of money on souvenirs, food and everything else. 
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Chapter 11: Montezuma’s Revenge, Tattoos & Other 
Mishaps 
The first thing I’ll say is, Montezuma’s Revenge is not nearly as common as you’d think. Many 
tourists blame too much time in the sun, too little sleep and way too much to drink on 
Montezuma. I’ve never had any serious issues with the food or water here.  

But, it can happen just like it can in the USA. And other medical issues can happen. You may 
lose your glasses or lose a crown. Here are some resources where you can get those things 
taken care of as inexpensively as possible. 

Pharmacies (Farmacia) 
There are pharmacies all over Cancun. I’m not going to point you to a particular one. I’m just 
going to give one piece of money-saving advice. If you need prescription drugs, go to Centro 
and find a small pharmacy there. You will pay much less than in the Hotel Zone. 

Hospital 
Hospital Americano 
Hospital Americano 
Cancun, Benito Juarez, Q. Roo 
998-287-8022 
 
This is the nearest hospital to the Hotel Zone. It is a modern hospital and provides inexpensive 
care. As you leave the Hotel Zone on Avenue Coba it is on the left just past Bonampak and 
before Tulum, which is the first roundabout or glorieta as they call it here, you come to. 

Medical Doctor 
Dr. Ramon Aguilar 
Calle Alta Tension Edificio 1 
Dept. 1a Reg-98 Mza-26 Lote-1 
Cancun, Benito Juarez, Q. Roo 
Day – 999-5009 
Emergency – 044-998-166-3483 
About: 
Dr. Aguilar escaped Cuba many years ago, where he was chief of kidney and liver transplants at 
the largest hospital in Havana.  
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Believe it or not, he will see you in his clinic for only 200 pesos, at any hour. He will also come 
to your hotel for $300-400 pesos, which is around $25-35 dollars. He speaks limited English so 
you may need a translator from the hotel but he will cost you much less than going to the 
hospital or using a doctor provided by the hotel. 

Optometrist 

Optica Tolosa Bates Cancun 

Dr. Tolosa 
Avenue Yaxchila No. 76, Lote 7 Corner of Orquideas Street in the Hotel Maria de Lourdes 
Cancun, Quintana Roo 
Day - 998-884-0539 

 

Dentist 

Servicios Dentales Integrales 

Servicios Dentales Integrales 

Dr. Dulce Maria Mata 
Avenue Xel-ha Lote 1 Mza. 7  
Local 14 Centro Comercial Turquesa S.M. 28 
Cancun, Quintana Roo 
Day - 998-898-1328 
Emergency – 044 99 82 18 6065 

Tattoos & Piercings 

Píraña Studío 

Face book: Piraña Tabu Studio 

Avenue Xel-ha SM 28 Mz. 7  
Lote 1, Local 2 Centro Comercial Turquesa 
Cancun, Quintana Roo 
Day - 998-214-7439 
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Located next to Market 28, this tattoo studio does permanent tattoos, henna tattoos and body 
piercings. The tattoo artist has a reputation as the best artist in Cancun and the prices are very 
reasonable. 
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Cancun Maps 
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