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For nearly 90 years, National 

Gypsum has developed 

gypsum products with 

safety, reliability and 

efficiency in mind. That 

tradition continues as we 

find new and better ways to 

improve building products 

and produce them with 

sustainable processes.

Three events in 2012 underscore National Gypsum’s commitment to sustainable green building 
policies and clean, efficient manufacturing. These include: the installation of a gas turbine at 
our New Jersey wallboard plant; an energy optimization system installation at a California plant 
to reduce energy usage and greenhouse gas emissions; and a patent on our distinctive PURPLE® 
products which provide mold resistance for a safer living environment.

The gas turbine, owned and operated by Recycled Energy Development, began production in 
September at our Burlington, NJ, plant. In addition to supplying electricity for the operations, 
the exhaust from the turbine provides 40 percent of the heat required in the plant’s board 
dryer. The overall result is a 90 percent improvement in energy efficiency. The turbine produces 
approximately 3.4 megawatts of clean electricity. The excess energy is sold to the grid. 

During the fourth quarter, National Gypsum began installation of an energy optimization system 
at our Long Beach, CA, plant. This system uses waste heat from zones one and two of the board 
dryer to preheat the fourth zone. The project improves board quality by allowing us to better 
control the drying process. In addition, we save energy and reduce our carbon footprint. National 
Gypsum is strategically installing these systems in our nationwide network of plants.

In the fall, National Gypsum received U.S. Patent Office protection for the color PURPLE®. This 
distinctive color allows contractors and homeowners to quickly identify XP® and eXP® gypsum 
board products, featuring mold and moisture resistance. Moisture in the wall cavity can lead 
to serious construction issues and encourage the growth of mold, a potential health concern. 
In addition to allergy symptoms, the Mayo Clinic website reports mold allergy can be linked to 
asthma in some people and exposure causes restricted breathing and other airway symptoms. 
These products have earned GREENGUARD certifications, the industry’s most stringent indoor 
air quality standards.

For nearly 90 years, National Gypsum has developed gypsum products with safety, reliability and 
efficiency in mind. That tradition continues as we find new and better ways to improve building 
products and produce them with sustainable processes.
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